fs 
=, 
- 


, * 
1 5 
7 7 
8 


2 


2 GVV 


YL MALO 
| WIN, 


*04/ l 
U * 
LEST) N 
TI = Q 66 


7 
it 


1 


1 


9 


nw 


IG 


60 
" 


fs 
=, 
- 


, * 
1 5 
7 7 
8 


2 


2 GVV 


YL MALO 
| WIN, 


*04/ l 
U * 
LEST) N 
TI = Q 66 


7 
it 


1 


1 


9 


nw 


IG 


60 
" 


— > 


— — — ws a> Sow - c 


8 3 A 
- | i ; 
N 1 F 4 a 7 1 
; . FR > : 5 * b 20 * 2 
F + * 1 a 4 3 4 — - * + 
AS; " E : * 1 23 
* p — * 


— a R " 
10 * 3 8 
* : 5 5 « . * 
5 * g 2 * 4 


7 2 = . * 


3 - Newly Tranſlated from the Frencir of 3 


N 8 : * . 1 5 . he . | 5 


| Ta wien ie rente 


LIE ACCOUNT o | the AuTaor's: 


2 . % 5 > - 
n ? * * * „ : — #4 


0 , . 4 T * A . * 
* wy . RIS 4 * 5 * 
a uw L 9 — 4 


— 


„ Uluſtfated with ee 


* — 


5 * — * 
2% 2 8 . I 2 1 
a. # 4. . "A wy * is x . \ - ras , = 
x may”. b o 
n * * 4 = end E 4 4 8 1 * 5 
. Po 7 — as * * 


7 old by J. Maxzzr, R. Srxour, W. ga 
1 — ® Toxkixsox, J. Duxs EY, E. Nzewroxn, 
G. Tnonson, W. BuzxiT, H. R 


1 


„ ___ » RISOW, and D irc ES 
1 „„ Ä 


—— * g * 


I. ” 
F * md f : | 
« 
5 29 ” 5 . e 
E 8 $A * = - " 
be. 2 * 2 
- * * 7 „ . * * 
- g : | 
% 
* 
| \ : , * N 
* 
. 
; * 
3 ; 
— 
. a 
i 
| - 
\ on 
nes 4 I \ 
* 
* > 
Se 
s 
. * 
q = x 2 5 
. h 
I * * * 
- " * | 
* 1 : £ 
? 4% * 52 
1 1 . * ; g 
ö i * " * * 5 
1 2 k 3 
f Fa » * . % 
| 2 + 4 A*% " 1 
: 4 / q 
| # * 
3 ' 4 OS cops N 
4 . 
| * 
: e 5 \ 
k 7 
„ ; f 
- = 4 [2 - c 
o © * 4 g 
= 
5 ; 9 - 
*, I 
3 — by ; 
; | | 
| 5 N $ ; : 
- 1 
© * 5 5 
- , 1 oy 8 f | 
o of * 5 | 
8 1 # 
2 
- * N 
» 4 7 | 
== 5 2 = 
g : . a 0 5 4 
« 8 — $a N 3 ” N * F 5 | 
* * 
= 4 5 
ö | 4 
* 6 
4 


— ns wan 


— 
4 
Y 6 
4 | J 
" 
˖ f : 
6 t 
"JET. = | - x 3 
: C * * . | ; 
, A * 4 
* N | 
5 7 { 
F< | 
: I . 1 i 
. x 2 
* tpi off ET * 4 i 
: * 


W x 
FT 8 
* 4% wad 4 * 7 
2 


"4 . v4 
ROT 7 OE ft 
; WE > g 5 


P 4 * * 
ene wth + 9 . 
N - 
«+ «x W * 6 s 
1. ATT | , n , : 5 5 ” 
Ar, O99. ̃ ONES OTST —:360ß * : | ; 
ral > | : 
„„ ERS. f i ; 
1 , a 
on "+ #55 *. 8 * ' - g 
v , . * a . + |. £ « ; | 1 wat 5 ' 2 5 
1 | — TOS | 
— a. , 
4 7 , ma % 
$4: s * l 
— - * 
* 5 * 0 
i 
, : " = oy | | 
4 
; * 
+ þ 


8 
4 ; 
. G 838 as. . 
. um ABI en; 4 1 
2 : 
x © 4 uf _ 
l = 


| 4 *N, — - Nd | 
- Ralf Kt SYS . N -e. 


—_—. 


. 5 r 
C 0 N = E N 52 8 


VOLUME; F 0 u R'T = 
- — — —ͤ >< = 


B. 0 0 K K. 


CHAP. $6.4 | 

GIL Blasbegins his Journey towards the n | 
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CHAP. 3 


Gul Blas begins his Journey town the n 
paſſes through Valladolid, where he pays a Viſit. 


to his old Maſter Doctor Sangrada, and acciden - 


- Fally meets with Sig niar Manuel Ordonnez,, g 


e of the Hoſpital. 


x * H I LE I was vakicg ocoparations for 
my departure from the metr polis of 
Spain, with my faithful ſecretary, for 
the Aſturias, the Duke of Lerma was promoted 
to the dignity of Cardinal by Pope: Paul V. who 
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being very defirous of eſtabliſhingthe inquiſition 
in the kingdom of Naples, inveſted that miniſter 
with the purple, to induee him to obtain the 
conſent of King Philip to ſo praiſe-worthy an 
undertaking. It was thought by every one who 
was well acquainted with this new member of 
the ſacred college, as well as me, that it was an 
admirable acquiſition to the church. 

Scipio being fonder of ſeeing me in a brilli- 
ant poſt at court, than buried alive.in a country- 
houſe, did all in his power to perſuade me to 
appear before the Cardinal: when his Eminence, 
ſaid he, obſerves you out of priſon by the King's 
order, he will think it unneceſſary any longer 
to affect to ſeem incenſed againſt you, and may 
take you again into his fervice, My friend, 
| ſaid J, undoubtedly you have forgot upon what 
conditions I Was ſet at liberty ; you may very 
well remember that I was to depart from the 
two Caſtiles immediately, Beſides, do you ima- 
gine I am already diſguſted with the thoughts 
of living at Lirias? You have heard me more 
than once declare, that if the Duke of Lerma 
would reſtore me to his favour, and even offer 
me the place of Don Rodrigo de Calderona, I 1 
would not accept of itz and I am {till of the 
ſame way of thinking. I am determined to bend 
my courſe towards Oviedo, in ſearch of my ſa- 
ther and mother, and to retire afterwards with 
them to the neighbourhood of Valencia. If thou 
act ſorry, my friend, for having united thy for- 
tune to mine, thou needeſt only ſpeak. I ſhall. 
divide my caſh, of which thou ſhalt have an half, 

2 ̃ . (T9 + od 
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and thou mayeſt ſtay here, and do all in thy 


power to improve thy fortune. 
Theſe words vexing my ſecretary, he exclaim= 


ed, How! can you imagine that I would forſake 


you when you go into retirement ? Your ſuſpi- 
cion does my zeal and affection great injuſtice. 
What! Scipio, that faithful ſervant, who, to be a 
partner in your misfortunes, would willingly have 
immured himſelf in the tower of Segovia with 


vou; ſhall he be chagrined at following you to 


a retreat that promiſes him innumerable delights? 
No, no, I am ot in the leaſt deſirous of diſſuad- 
ing you from your intention. I confeſs I was 
to blame for adviſing you to appear before the 
Duke of Lerma; but it was only to diſcover 


whether ſome ſeeds of ambition did not ſtill re- 


main in you, As you are therefore, now quite 
weaned from all thoughts of grandeur, let us fly 
from the court as haſtily as poſſible, and go en- 
Joy thoſe pleaſing and innocent delights, of which 
we havefformed ſuch noble ideas. 

Accordingly we ſet out ſoon after, in a chaiſe 
drawn by two mules, and conducted by a young 
man, whom I took into my ſervice, to augment. 
my retinue. We ſlept the firſt night at Alcala 
de Henares, and the ſecond at Segovia; from 
whence, without ſtopping to pay my reſpects to 
the generotis Lordefillas, we went on to Pena» 
fiel upon the Duero; and the day following en- 
tered Valladolid. When I beheld this city, 1 
could not help ſishing, which dcipio perceiving, 
deſired to know the cauſe. My lad, ſaid I, my 
conſcience ſecretly reproaches me for having 
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practiſed phyſic here a long time: methinks all 
the patients I have murdered are going to riſe out 


of their tombs to kill me. What abſurd ftuff'! 
exclaimed my ſecretary ;* truly, Signior de San- 
tillane, you are too conſcientious. Why ſhould 


you repent of having followed your buſineſs? 


Obſerve the oldeſt phyſicians, are they troubled 


with ſuch ſcruples of conſcience ? No, ſure: 
_ they go on ſtill at their old rate, with the utmoſt 


tranquillity, laying all their miſcarriages upon 


nature, and claiming honour from "oy prion 


that recovers. 

DoQtor Sangrado, my old viding reſumed I, 
was, I muſt own, exaaly of that ſtamp, and I 
ſollowed his ſteps as near as poſſible. He daily 


ſaw a ſcore or upwards die under his hands, 


without the leaſt concern. He had ſo great an 
opinion of the excellence of bleeding in the arm, 


and copious draughts of water, which he called 
bis two ſpecifics for every kind of diſeaſe, that 


inſtead of ſuſpecting his remedies, he only 


thought his patients periſhed / neglecting to 


drink enough, and not having. been ſufficiently 


blooded. Scipio burſt into a loud fit of laugh- 


ter at this, ſaying, that this ſame Dr. Sangrado 
muſt have been a very extraordinary perſon. I 
told him, that, providing Dr. Sangrado was ſtill 


alive, if he had the leaſt curioſity to ſee him, I 


would introduce him When we arrived at 


Valladolid, we made enquiry about the Doctor, 


and found he was til] alive, though very old, 


having given over buſineſs; and that four doc- 


tors had come to ſettle there, who practiſed ii a 


quite 
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quite different manner, though with as little ſu2- 
ceſs as he, Wee reſolved to ſtay there next day, 
in order to reſt our mules, and about ten-o'clock. 
next morning, we waited upon the Doctor, whom 
we found fitting in an eaſy- chair, with a bock in 
his hand, As ſoon as he perceived us enter, 
he got up to meet us, and walked remarkably _ 
ftrong and firm, for a man of his years, being 
now above ſeventy. - He defired to know our 
commands. Why, ſays I, Doctor, has your me- 
mory failed you with regard to me? I had once 
the honour to be one of your pupils. Cannot you 
remember one of the name of Gil Blas, Who 
lived with you? Upon ſaying ſo, he ſaluted me, . 
and was glad to ſee me, inquiring at the ſame 
time how I had employed my time fince ] left - 
him, not doubting, but that I had become a pro- 
ficient in phyſic. Tinformed him, that notwith=- * 
ſtanding my inclination led me to that practice, 
yet very ſtrong reaſons had kept me from it. I. 
am ſorry for it, replied Sangrado, ſor by this time, 


with the principles you imbibed from me, you 


muit have become a very expert phyſician, if you 
had not ſo much ſwetved from the right method 
as to have fallen into the practice of chymiſtry. 
O my ſon, what a woeful change has bappened 
within theſe few years! It grieves me to the 
very heart. The art is now robbed of all its ho- 


nour and dignity z. tbat art which was at firſt in- 


-vented tor the preſervation of man's life, is now 
fallen a ſacrifice to preſumption, raſhneſs, and e- 
very ignoramus. They are come to ſuch a pitch, 
that 1 . the very ſtones will ſpeak againſt 
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them, and their. cabals. Lapides clamabunt ! 
There are ſeveral who call themſelves phyſicians, 
that have yoked themſelves to the triumphal car 
of antimony, Currus triumphalis antimonii. Thofe 
wake the whole ſcience of medicine conſiſt in 
knowing only how to prepare chymical drugs. 
They are truants from the ſchool of Paracelſus, 


and are now turned adorers of kermes. The 


only evacuation they uſe 1s bleeding at the foot, 


"which was ſo ſeldom uſed by the ancients, and 
they now make uſe of emetics and kermes, in 


the room of thoſe purges, which were before 
gentle and benign. In ſhort, the whole prac- 


| tice now is gone into a heap of confuſion, 
every one uſing his own methods, inſtead of thofe _ 


which were ſo wiſely preſcribed oF our ancient 
maſters. 
This comical declaration had dt made me. 


laugh, though out of mere complaiſance for Dr. 


Sangrado, I joined him in exclaiming againſt 
-kermes, without knowing what it was. Scipio 


| a n that I made myſelf merry at the doc- 


tor's expence, had a mind to ſhare with me in it, 
acquainting Dr. Sangrado that he was a near re- 
lation to a- phyſician of the old praCtice, and 
would chearfully join him in revolting againſt 
all chymical medicines, You muſt know, that 
my grand- uncle (reſt his ſoul!) was ſo warm a 
friend of Hippocrates, that he uſed frequently to 
commence aCts of hoſtility againſt ſuch ignorant 
quacks, What diforder muſt ſuch wretches as 
theſe create in civil ſociety ! 
The doctor replied, that notwithſtanding "of 
: ad 


* 


| had publiſhed a book ks thoſe diſorders yet > 
they {till raged, and became more common 
than he could well imagine; for the ſurgeons 
being mad with the ambitious principle of be- 
coming doctors, are ſo vain as to give kermes 
and emetics ;z and juſt as the maggot bites them, 
added blooding at the feet. Nay, they ate ſo 
infatuated as to mix kermes with their cordial 
potions; and this contagion has fpread even a- 
mong the cloiſters. Some of the religious are 
turned both apothecaries and ſurgeons, and pre- 
tend to ſtudy medicine. They are alſo dabblets 
in chymiſtry, by which they compound pernici- 
ous drugs in ſuch} a mannet as to ſhorten the 
lives of the reverend - fathers. You may eaſily 
. perceive. what havock all thoſe muſt make in the 
fixty monaſteries which are in Valladolid, by 
thoſe emetics and-blooding.at the feet. I repli. 
ed, I mult own, Dr. Sangrado, that you have 
very good reaſon to be angry with thoſe 
murderers of mankind, and I aſſure you I hear» 
tily join in condoling. with you, upon your juſt 
apprehenſions for the loſs of mankind, who are 
apparently ſo much in danger, by departing irom 
a method which you uſed to preſcribe. - And as 


bad money proves deſtructive to the common» _ 


wealth, may. heaven avert the. miſchief that may 
attend ſuch practices, which threaten the total 
ruin of phyfic. 8 | 
At this inſtant a maid-ſervant 3 and a 
ſilver ſalverm upon which were placed two bot- 
tles, one of water, and the other of wine, 
in ſome light bread. After he had eaten a 
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little, he mixed a glaſs two thirds of water and 
one of wine, which he drank. 1 immediately 
found fault with him, for altering his way of life, 
he who had all along been an enemy to wine, 
and uſed to reflect greatly againſt thoſe who 


called it the milk of old age, affirming in 


bis writings that old age occationed a natural 
decay. 


He replied, by way of eee cbt 1 might 
-obſerve he mixed his wine with water. To this 
] anſwered, You certainly muſt have forgot, that 
in the book which you publiſhed, you found 
fault with the canon Sedillo for drinking wine, 


though it was dilated with water, I perceive 


now you have altered your opinion, and find that 


wine, if taken in moderation, can never be per- 
nicious. 8 


'The Doctor ſeemed: to be confounded, not 
knowing what reply to make. Upon which 1 


changed the diſcourſe, and took my leave of him, 


lecommending it to him to keep up his courage, 
and oppoſe thoſe new practitioners with all his 
might, and telling him, that if that. empirical 
race ſhould ſucceed in the ruining true diſei- 


pline, yet he would have the conſolation, that he 


had done all in his power to preſerve it in its 
original purity. As my ſecretary and I were re- 


turning to our 1nn, we accidentally met with a 
venerable old man, about fixty years of age, walk» 
ing with his eyes fixed upon the ground, and a 


rojary in bis hand, This grave perion happen» 
ed to be no other than Hignior Manuel Ordonnez, 
that worthy director ol oh n of whom re- 
| PONY! 


ne 


i 


ſpeAful mention is made in the firſt volume of 
my hiſtory and adventures, I accoſted him with 


the beſt compliments I could think of, but he 
could not recollect who I was, till I informed 


| him that I had lived in his houſe, when he had 
Fabricio Nuncz in his ſervice, He replied with 
a contemptuous ſmile, I remember you now; 
you were both arch wags, and played. many droll 


tricks. Pray what is become of him now? I 
muſt own, that I have ſometimes dreaded what 
he might bring himſelf to. 

I replied, that the reaſon I had for topping 
him in the ſtreet was to let him know what he 


was about. I informed him, that be was grown 
a very ſmart fellow, and was now a compoſer of 
miſcellanies in proſe and verſe, comedies and ro- 


mances, and was in great eſtee n amongſt people 
of faſhion. Ordonnez ſtopped me here, and 


aſked how he kept his credit. tie ſaid he made 
not the leaſt doubt of bis cringing, complaifance, . 
and flattery, but was: afraid that would avail him 
as little with regard to bis ſupport as bis works, 


and that he imagined one day or other he would 
come to the hoſpital, I was obliged frankly to 


own, that I believed he was as poor as Job, poe- 
try having frequently brought young people 


into thole circumſtances, and that I believ- 
ed he would have done much better in op 


ſervice, and by this time might have grown 
very rich. 


He replied, I own 1 had ſome regard Fa him, | 
and would have advanced him, if he bad not ſet 

up fora wit; for that after he had compoſed a a 

DR comedy. 


x.» 
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comedy, which met with approbation, his "REF 
was ſo turned, that he believed himſelf to be an · 
other Lopez de Vega, and demanded his diſmif- 
fion; chufing rather to live upon the vapour of 
public applauſe, than the real and ſubſtantial ad- 
vantages that my friendſhip would have procured 
him. All the rhetoric that I was maſter of had 
no effect upon him; he ſeemed determined to 
quit the ſubſtance for the ſhadow. I have a full 
proof of this in one whom I have taken in his 
place; I muſt confeſs he has not ſo much under- 
ſtanding as Fabricio, yet he has more prudence; 
for by his being punctual in his duty, and care- 
ful of pleaſing me, I have advanced him to two 
places, which he now enjoys in the hoſpital, the 
leaſt of which is more than enough to main- 


tain a prudent man, though he be encumbered 
with a family. 


D0S0S PSOSOSHDOSVSS 
CHAP. . 


Gil Blas proceeds en his Journey, and gets ſafely 
to Oviedo. In what Condition he found his Pa- 
rents. His Father dies; the Conſequence of his 
Death.- 15 e | 


E were four days on our journey from 

Valladolid to Oviedo, and met with no 
accident on the road, though the Spaniſh pro- 
verb ſays, That thieves ſmell travellers who have 
money at a great diſtance, Yet there was a pret- 
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ty good prize to be had, and two inhabitants of 


any ſubterraneous habitation might eaſily have 


taken our doubloons; for 1 had not. learned 
to be courageous at court; and Bertrand my 


mule driver did not appear to bave a ſpirit to 
riſk his life in defending his maſter's purſe. Sci- 
pio was the only one ent us who had r res 


ſo] ution. 


It was late when we got to town, and we put 
UP at an inn near to my uncle Gil Perez the ca- 
non. I wanted to know in what fituation my 


patents were before I went to ſee them; and for 


that purpoſe could not have applied to more pro - 


per perſons than the landlord and landlady of the 
inn, who I knew were well acquainted with their 


neighbours” affairs. Indeed the landlord, after 
viewing me ſome time, remembered me, and 
ſaid, by St, Antonio de Padua I this is the ſon 
of the honeſt groom Blas of Santillane. Les 
indeed, ſays the landlady, it is bim; he is not 
much altered. It is that little briſk boy, who 
had more wit than bulk I think 1 ſee him ſtill 
coming with his bottle to bring wine for his un- 
cle's ſupper. | 5 
Vou are bleſſed wirh a fine memory, * 5 
ſaid I, but 1 defire that you would acquaint me 
about my family; my parents no doubt are but 
in a poor condition, hat is very true, replied 
the landlady, In whatever bad condition you 
may think that they are, words cannot expreſs . 
their diſtreſſed fituation. The palſy has depriv- 
ed that good old man Gil Perez of the. uſe of his 


— 


ſide, and he ſeemingly cannot lire 1 Your 


A 6 - father, 


— 
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father, who has lately lived with that canon, has 
got a catarrh, or, to ſpeak more properly, is juſt 
a dying: and your mother, who is not in a very 
good ſtate of health, nnen to attend on Rom 
borb. 1 - 
The hearing of this diſmal retains TARA me 
feel that I was a ſon. I left my equipage with 
Bertrand at the inn, and, accompanied by my 
ſecretary, who would not leave me, went to my 
uncle's. As foon as my mother ſaw me, a ſe- 
cret emotion, which I cauſed within her, inform» 
ed her of my prefence, befofe the had diſcerned 
my teatures, Son, ſaid the in a mournful man- 
ner, after having embraced me, come and ce 
your father give up the ghoſt ; you are come time 
enough to be ſtruck with that affecting fight. 
After the had thus faid, the took me into a chame 
ber, where the unhappy Blas of Santillane was 
juſt breathing his laſt. He lay on a poor mean 
bed, that too well denoted the poverty of a 
groom. Although he was then ſeized with the 
pangs of death, he was not yet quite deprived of 
his ſenſes. My dear, ſaid my mother to him, 
here is your ſon Gil Blas, who aſks your forgive- 
neſs for the untaſineſs that he has occaſioned 
you, and intreats your bleſſing. At theſe words, 
my father opened bis eyes, which were juſt go- 
ing to be ſhut for ever, and fixed them upon me; 
and perceiving, notwithſtanding the pain he was 
in, that I was affected at the loſs of him, he ap- 
peated moved at my concern, and would have 
ſpoke, but could not. I took hold of his hand, 
and whilſt I bathed it with wy tears, not being 


able 
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ry tor an uncle to whom I was ſo much indebt- 


able to utter a . word, be der as if he had 


only ſtopt till Larrived. 


My mother had been too land in ei 
of this event, to be immoderately grieved at it. 1 


was perhaps ſorrier than, ſhe, although my father 


had never given me the leaſt token of friend hip 


in his life. Notwithſtanding that, my being his 
ſon was reaſon ſufficient for me to bewail him. 


I could not refrain from blaming myſelf for not 
having helped him in his diſtreſs; and when I 


conſdered that I hai been fo hard- hearted, I 


viewed myſelf as a monſter of ingratitude, ot ra- 
ther a parricide. My uncle, whom 1 afterwards 
beheld {tretched out upon another mean bed, and 
in a wretched condition, gave me freſh ſorrow. 


Unnatural ſon! ſaid I to myſelf, conſider for 


your puniſhment the condition your parents are 


in II you had beſtowed on them a hare of the 


ſuperfluous riches you were in poſſe ſhon of betore 


| yout impriſonment, they might have enjoyed 


conveniencies which the preb-nd's income could 
not atford them; and it might perhaps have 
lengthned your father's life. 

The unhappy Gil Perez was grown a N a- 


gain, and was de prived of both his memory and 


judgment. To no purpoſe did 4 preſs him be- 
tween my arms, and give him all imaginable 
marks of eſteem, he was inſenſüble of them all. 


When my mother informed bim that I was his 
nephew Gil Blas, he looked in ny face with a 


chiidiſh air, but made no anſwer. If the ties of 
love and gratiizude had not obliged me to be ſor- 


ed, 
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ed, I could not have beheld him in a condition ſo 
worthy of compaſſion without n the « emoti- 
ons of pity. 

Scipio was ſilent all this time; be ſhared in 
my trouble, and with a mutual ſenfibility return- 
ed me ſigh for ſigh. But as I imagined'that my 4 
mother, after my being ſo long abſent, would | 4 | 
like to have ſome converſation with me, and that 1 

a man being preſent, of whom ſhe knew no- 

thing, might make her uneaſy, I took bim aſide, 

and ſaid, Go, my lad, to the inn, and repoſe no 
thyſelf, while I continue here with my mother; = 
ſhe will likely not think your company agreeable 1 
in a converſation tbat will be wholly upon fami- 
A affairs. 

Scipio retired immediately, leſt he mould ; 
have made us uneaſy; and we that minute en- 
tered on a converſation, which continued the 

moſt part of the night. We gave each other an 
exact account of every thing that had happened 

to us fince I left Oviedo. My mother firt in- 

formed me of all the hardſhips ſhe had ſuffered ©! 

in the houſes where ſhe had been duenna, and 
alſo of a number of things which I was glad that 
my ſecretary did not hear, although I intruſted 

bim with all my ſeerets: but with all the reſpect. 
due to the memory of my mother, I mult own 
that the good old lady was a little tedious in her 
accounts, and needed not to have given me the i 

trouble of hearing three parts of her itory, if ſhe 

had left out all the trifling affairs. | q 

At length ſhe concluded her narration, and 1 1 
began mine, in which J paſſed pretty quickly o- ; 

| N 
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ver moſt of my adventures 3 but when I came 
to the viſit which I received at Madrid from 


erke, Muſcada, the grocer at Oviedo's ſon, 1 
enlarged upon that article a good deal. I muſt 


own, mother, ſaid I, that I gave that man but'a 
very poor reception, and he, no doubt, out of re- 
venge, has given you not over good a deſeripti- 
on of me, He did not fail, anſwered thez he 
found you; as he informed us, ſo elated with the 


firſt miniſter of the kingdom, that you would 
| ſcarcely condeſcend to recolle& him; and when 


he gave you a particular account of our diſtreſs, 
you heard him with a great deal of indifference.. 
As fathers and mothers, continued ſhe, always 
ſtri ve to excuſe their children, we eould not think 
that you would behave in ſo hard- hearted a man- 
ner; but your coming to Oviedo confirms our 
good opinion of you, and the affection that you 


at preſent ſhew ſuffieiently perfect your . 


cation. 


You form too favourable an opinion of me, 
ſaid I ; what Muſcada informed you 1s truth. 


When he came to ſee me, my thoughts were 


whoily employed about making my fortune; and 
the ambition which had gotten full poſſeſſion of 


my ſoul would not iuffer me-to think in the leaſt 


of my parents. You mult not then be much 
ſurpriſed, if, in this diſpoſition of mind, I did 


not give an over-agreeable reception to # perſon. 


who addreſſed me with a clownaitlh air, told me 


bluntly, that he underſtood I was very rich, and 


cauie to adviſe me to remit you ſome money, be- 


reproached 


cauſe oy were in very great wants; he even 
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teproached me in ſevere terms for my indifference 
for my family. I was not well pleaſed at the 
liberty he took; aud loſing all patience, puſhed 
him out of my cloſet by the ſhoulders. Town - 
that I did not behave right in this affair; I ſhould 
- rather have conſidered that it was not your 
blame, if the grocer did not know how to be - 
have himſelf, and that his advice was neverthe- 
leſs proper to be followed, though it had been 
delivered in a manner wt was not at all _ 
ble to me. | | 
1 had no ſooner turned away Muſcada, than I 
began to repreſent as much to myſelf: the voice 
of nature began to ſpeak in your behalf; I re- 
collected all my duties to my parents, and bluſn- 
ing with ſhame for having diſcharged myſelf of 
them ſo ill, I. felt fame remorſe, which however 
I have no great reaton to brag of, becauſe it was 
ſoon. extinguiſhed by my avarice and ambition. 
But being ſome time after by the King's order 
4mpriſoned in the tower of Segovia, I took a dan- 
gerous illneſs; and it was this happy illneſs, 
that once more reſtored your fon to your arms. 
Yes, it was my diſorder and | impriſonment, 
which have made _nature- reſume all its rights, 
and have ee diſengaged me from the 
court. 
Solitude is now the only eirbition I thirſt af- 
ter; and my intention for coming to the Aſturi- 
as was purely to inireat you. to partake of the 
Pleatures of a retired life; if you approve of my 
_* _ . Tequeſty, I will take you to an eſtate of mine 
in the kingdom of Valencia, where we ſhall live 
| | af 
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at our eaſe, and enjoy all the conveniences of z 
moderate fortune. Tou may eaſily think that it 
was my intention likewiſe to have taken my fa- 

ther thither ; but ſince heaven has decreed it o- 


therwife, let me at leaſt have the ſatisfaction of 


being bleſſed with my mother's company, and of 


having it in my power to compenſate for the time 
1 ſpent without being of any uſe to _ by. all 


imaginable care for the future. 


I am very much obliged to you for: your pool 


intentions, anſwered my mother, and would wit» 
lingly go with you, did not I ſee ſome objeQions 
in the execution of ydur intention; 1 will not 
leave your uncle in his preſent helpleſs ſitustion, 
and 1 have now too great a regard for this coun- 


try, to leave it: yet as the thing deſerves to be. 
duly conſidered, I will at my leifure-think of it. 
Let us at preſent take care that your father be 
decently buried. The young man, ſaid I, hom 
vou ſaw along with me, will manage that, he is 
my ſecretary, and is very affectionate and ſenſ- 
__ we may ſafely depend upon him. 

No ſooner had I ſpoken thefe: words, than. 


Scipio returned, it being already day-break, and 
aſked if we ſtood in need of his ſervice in the 


trouble'we were then in. I replied, that he was. 
come in a very proper time to receive ſome im · 
portant orders I had to give him. He was no 


ſoone: acquainted with the buſineſs, than he ſaid, 
That's enough, I have already contrived the whole 


affair, you may rely upon me. Be ſure, faid my 
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mother to him, that you do not make a funeral — 


that is in the leaſt Nen, it cannot be too 
modeſt 
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modeſt for my huſband, whom every, body knew 
to be in indigent circumſtances, Madam, re- 
plied Scipio, had he been poorer than he was, I 
would not abate a halfpenny of the expence; I 
only regard my maſter in this: he has been the 
Duke of Lerma's favourite, and his father _ 
to be genteelly batied. 1 : 

. commended my ſecretary's defign, and even 
told him not to mind the expence; ſome remains 

of vanity which I (till had left broke out on this 
occaſion; | imagined-that by burying my father 
genteelly, who had not leſt me any thing, Iſnould 
be univerſally-admired for my generolity. On 
the other hand, my mother, tor all that ſhe ap- 
peared to be ſo modeſt, was not againſt having her 
huſband buried in a ſplendid manner, We there» 
fore left the whole management to Scipio, who 
immediately took, all proper means to make a nor 
ble and ſuperb funeral. 

He ſucceeded therein but two well. for. be 
made ſuch a pompous funeral, that he brought 
the whole city and ſuburbs on my back; all the 
inhabitants of- Oviedo were ſhocked at my oſten- 
tation This miniſter, ſaid one, can lay out mo- 
ney enough on his father's funeral, though he 
would give him none to keep him alive. He 
ſhould rather, ſaid another, bave aſſiſted bis fa- 
ther while he was living. - In-ſhort, they did not 
ſpare the moſt ſevere reproaches; every one had 
his ſaying. Neither did they ſtop here, they a- 
buſed Scipio, Bertrand, and me, as we were re- 
turning from the church, loading us with affronts, 
and. deriding us as we went through the ſtreets, 

At 


6 1 AE | 


At laſt, in order to get rid of the mob, who were 
collected in great numbers about my uncle's, my 
mother was obliged to make her appearance, an 
declare that ſhe was very well pleaſed with my 
behaviour towards ber. Others in the mean 
time had haſtened to the public houſe, in or- 
der to demoliſh my chaife, which they no doubt 
would have done, if my landlord had not found 
means to pacify mew al ner chem. to be 
quiet. | g 


The young grocer was the occaſion of my 6. 1 


ceiving this uſage; he had given them ſuch a cha- 
racter of me. Iwas ſo enraged at my countrymen, 
that I reſolved to leave Oviedo as ſoon as poſſible, 
where perhaps I might have ſtaid ſome time: 1 
let my mother know as much,' who being herſelf 
very much chagrined with the difagreeable te- 
ception I had received, was not againſt my mak- 
ing ſo ſhort a ſtay. The only thing Thad now 
to do, was how to diſpoſe-of her. Mother, fays © 
I, fince my uncle ſtands in need of your help, I 
will no longer urge you to go along with me at 
this prefent time; but as by all appearance he 
won't be long in this world, you muſt promiſe 
that you will favour me wich your companp 48. 
ſoon as he is dead. 

I will not agree to any Fuck: thing, eee 
mother; Fam determined to pais the remainder 
of my days in the Aſturias, and in abſolute inde= 
pendenee. Will you not, anſwered I, be miſtreſs 
of my houſe? I am not certain of that, replied: 
ſhe; you have only to fall in love with tome beau» 
tiful girl, and marry her; 5 I will be her mother- 

| in - law 
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in-law, and ſhe will be my daughter-in-law; our 
tempers may not agree, and of conſequence we. 
cannot live together. You are over-foreſceing, 
ſaid J, I have not the leaſt deſign of marrying ; 


; but ſhould ſuch a thought come into my head, 
you may depend upon it, that I will oblige her 
to ſubmit to you. You promiſe too much, re- 
plied my mother; and I ſhould chuſe other ſe- 
-curity than yours, for the fulfilling of that pro- 
miſe. I would not even anſwer for you, 
mr that you would not ſooner take your wife's 
| 11 part than mine, were ſhe ever ſo much to 
blame. 
1 Tou ſpeak very right, Madam, ſays my ſecre- 
FT | "tary, joining in the converſation; LI am of your 
| |: | way of thinking, that tractable 3 law 
3 are hard to be found; where fore to compromiſe: 9 
—_— matters between you and my maſter, ſince your 
L 1 are quite determined to live in the Aflurias, and 
in be in the kingdom of Valencia, he mutt ſetile 
3 an bundred piſtoles on you per annum, which. 
Iv i take caretobring to you annually By this 
2 means, though the mother and ſon be a hundred 
Yi lea ues diſtant from one another, they will both 
M1 be very well ſatisfied. The patties. concerned 


approved of the propofi]; purſuant ro which, I 
ad van ced her the fi ſt year's talary. 'Lhis done, 

I departed from Oviedo befote day, leſt the mob. 
ſhould have uſed me like another St. Stephen. 
Such was the treatment I found in my own coun= 


BY try; and it way ſerve as a uſeful hint for people 
1 N , f : i 
1 of the common rank, who after having made a 


fortune, have a great delice to return to the place 
ENS of 
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of their nativity, and there a to be mon Ms 


of conſequence. E aL 
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4 Gil Blas ſets out for the K ingdom Valencia, 
1 and at length arrives at Lirias. A Deſerip- 


2 tion of his Seat. What Reception be met with, 
= and 1 R he found there. 


E ſet forward, and went by Leon and 9 
Placentia, and continuing our journey 'Y 
hs little ſtages, got to . Segorba at the end of 
the tenth day; from whence the next morning 
we proceeded to my eſtate, which was about 
three leagues diſtant from that 'town. I could 
perceive, that in proportion as we approached 
to it, my ſecretary very attentively viewed all 
the country-ſeats he could ſee on either fide af 
the road: and when he ſaw any one that made 


a good appearance, he always pointed at it with „ 
his finger, ſaying, I could wilh that was our 
retreat. 


Friend, ſays I, 1 nts what idea you may. 
have of our future habitation, but if you have 
that it is a grand ſeat, I muſt acquaint you be- 
forchand, that you are greatly deceived; If vou 
have not a mind to be a dupe to your own fangs, 
cy, repreſent to yourſelf the little houſe Which 
Mæcenas gave to Horace in the country of the. 
Sb and on the banks of the Lyber; 1 have 
= — | received, 
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received much ſuch another preſent from Don 
Alphonſo. Then, ſays Scipio, I muſt expect to 
| ſee nothing but a cottage. However, replied I, 
wind that I have given you a very modeſt deſ- 
cription of it: and you may now judge whether 
I have deſcribed it exadly or not. Look to- 
wards the Guadalaviar, ' and view yonder ſmall 
hamlet of eight or nine cottages on its banks, 
That houſe you ſee there, which has four little 
pavilions, is my ſeat. What the devil! ſays 
my ſecretary amazed, that is an excellent houſe : 
beſides the beautiful air which its pavilions 
give it, it is a fine fituation, delightfully built, 
and encompaſſed with a country more charm- 
ing even than the neighbourhood of Seville, 
named the terreſtrial paradiſe, by way of excel- 
lence. If we even had been allowed to have 
choſen a fituation for ourſelves, it could not 
have been more to my taſte; its fields are watere 
ed with a fine ſtream, and a beautiful thick 
wood lends its friendly gloomy covert to ſhade 
us, when we chuſe to walk in the heat of the 
day. What a delightful ſolitude is this! ah! 
my dear maſter, it is probable that we ſhall not 
ſoon leave this place. It gives me pleaſure, lays. 
I, that our retirement pleaſes you; though | you 
do not yet know all its charms, | 
While we were thus converling, we came 
near the houſe, whoſe gate was immediately 
opened, as ſoon as Scipio had let them know 
that I was Signior Gil Blas of Santillane, come 
to take poſſeſſion of my eſtate, 
When this name was mentioned, the perſons | 
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-who heard it reſpe cted it ſo much, that they 


admitted my chaiſe into a ſpacious court - yard, 


where I alighted; then -leaning very magiſte- 


rially on Scipio, and looking as big as Alexander 
the Great, I went into a parlour, where ſeven 


or eight domeſticks appeared. They let me 
know that they were come to pay their teſpects 


to me as their new maſter-z that Don Caeſar and 
Don Alphonſo de Leyva had hired them for 
my ſervice; one as cook, another as under- 
cook, a third as ſcullion, a fourth as porter, and 


the reſt as valets, with orders not to take any 


money from me; thoſe two noblemen being 


determined to defray whatever e I ſhould: 
be at in houſe- keeping. Fs e 

Mr. Joachim, which was the name of the 
cook, was the head of theſe domeſtics, and 
ſpokeſman for them all. He informed me, 
that he had laid in a good ſtock of the beſt 


wines in Spain; and that as to eating, he hoped 
ſuch an artiſt as him, who had been cook (iz 


years. to the biſhop -of Valencia, ſhould know 


how to make ragouts that would be agreeable to 
my palate, and give a new edge to my appetites 


1 will ſoon give you. a ſample, Sir, ſaid he, 
of my ſkill. Take a walk while dinner is pte- 


paring, look at your houſe, and fee if it be in a 


condition proper to receive you. 
1 leave the reader to judge whether 1 follows 
ed this advice or not; and Scipio, more curious: 


than I, took me from room to room. We went 


through the whole houſe, from top to bottom, 


without leaving the leaſt place, at leaſt as we 
imagined, 
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imagined, unviſited, by our felt intsreſted ted. 

ty; and | had reaſon every where to admire the. 
_ generoſity of Don Cæſar and his ſon. Among 
other things two apartments took my fancy, 
which were very genteelly ſurnifhed, and yet 
not magnificent. One of the them was hung 
with a Flemiſh tapeſtry, and had a velvet bed 
and chairs, all in very good condition, although 
they bad been made when the Moors were in 
pofleſhon of the kingdom of Valencia, The 
furniture of the other room was as antient : it 
conſiſted of an old ſuit of yellow Genoa damaſk 
hangings, with a bed and eaſy-chairs of the 
ſame, adorned with blue filk fringe. All theſe. 
things looked very well there, 'and appeared 
very valuable, though they would have been ap- 
praiſed at very little in an inventory. 

After we had thoroughly examined every 
thing, my ſecretary and I went back to the 
parlour, where a cloth was laid with two covers. 
We ſat down at table, and immediately olla 
podrida was brought in, which was ſo good, 
that we pitied the archbiſhop of Valencia for 
having loſt the cook that dteſſed it. We in⸗ 
deed were very hungry, which made us think 
it better than perhaps we ſhould have done. My. 
ne v lacqueys brought us full bumpers of excellent 
wine at every morſe] we ate. | 

Scipio durit not diſcover beſore them the 
inward pleaſure be felt in ſo deligbtful a ſituati- 
on; hewever, he expreſſed himſelt to me by 
ſome very eloquent. looks, and I by the fame; 
language let him ſee that 1 was as well ſatisfied 
11 as 
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; as himſelf. A couple of fat quails, with a little 
mtleveret, of an excellent flavour, made us leave 
e the olio, and finiſhed our repaſt. When we 
had eaten and drank like two hunters, ' we got 
up from table, and went to walk in the garden, 
and take our afternoon's nap in ſome cool and 
delightſul ſhade. 4 
If my ſecretary was delighted wh what he 
bad ſeen, be was ſtill more ſo when he ſaw the 
garden. He thought it even as good as that of 
the Eſcurial. Ir is true indeed, that Don 
Cæſar, who often came to Lirias, took a deal of 
pains 'in ornamenting it. The walks all well 
gravelled, and bordered with otange trees, a 
large baſon, with a brazen lion in the middle, 
which ſpouted in great ſtreams, the beauty of the 
flowers, and variety of the fruits all very much 
delighted Scipio; but he was above all charmed 
with a long walk, which was continued by an 
eaſy deſcent to a farmer's lodge, who took care 
of the eſtate z and this walk was ſhaded from the 
ſcorching heat of the ſun by ſome large trees, 
whoſe leafy branches, mutually interwoven: with 
each other, ſhut out the day, and afforded no 
more light than a pleafing gloom. As we were 
making an eulogium on ſo convenient a place to 
ſhelter us from the heat, we ſtopt, and fat down 
at the root of au elm, where fleep found no 5 
hardſhip in ſurpriſing two young men, who had 
juſt made an excellent dinner. | 
About two hours aſterwards we were anake 
out of our ſleep with the noiſe of a number of 
guns, which ſounded ſo near us, that we were 
Vol. IV. . frighteaed | 
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frightened thereat: we immediately got up, 


and in order to fee what it was, went to the 
farmer? s houſe, where we ſound eight or ten 
countrymen, all inhabitants of the hamlet, who 


were aſſembled together, and were firing and 


ſcouring their ruſty pieces, to celebrate my ar- 
rival, the news of which they had juſt heard, 1 


was known by the moſt of them, they having 
ſeen me more than once at-this ſeat, as ſteward 


to the lords of Leyva; wherefore as foon as they. 
Per received me, they all immediately cried out, 

Jealth and happineſs to our new maſter, who is 
welcome to Lirias, Then they loaded their 
pieces again, and ſaluted me with a general diſ- 


charge. I received them in as gracious a man- 
ner as I could, but with a grave air, not think» 


ing it proper to make myſelf too familiar with 
them. I told them that they might depend on 
my protection, and I diſtributed twenty piſtoles 
among them, which I dare ſay they thought was 
the moſt agreeable part of my behaviour, This 
done, I left them to throw away more of their 


powder, and withdrew with my ſecretary to the 


wood, where we walked about till night, with» 
out being wearied with beholding nothing but 
trees, ſo greatly were we charmed at firſt with 
the poſſeſſion of an eſtate newly acquired. In 
the mean time the cook, under cook, and ſcul- 
lion, were buſy in making ready for us a ſupper 
ſtill mere excellente than our dinner; and we 
were greatiy amazed, when we returned to the 
parlour where we had dined, to ſee four young 
. let upon the table, with a ragout of 

| | capons 
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capons on one ide, and a fficaſſee of rabbits on 
the other; after which a ſecond courſe was ſer-= 
ved up, conſiſting of marinated pullets, pigs 
ears, and cream chocolate. We drank abun» 
dance of Lucena, and other ſorts of good wine; 
and when we found that we could not bear more 
without prejudicing our healths, we thought of 
going to bed. Ihen my ſervants taking candles, 
conducted me to the pentecleſt apartment, 
where they contended who ſhould be the firſt to 
undreſs me; but when they had given me my 
night-gown and - cap, I :diſmiflied them with a4 
magiſte rial air, ſaying, Gentlemen, you may be 
gone, I want nothing more ſ of you to-night. © 
I ſent them all away but Scipio, whom. I 
kept to talk with a little; I aſked. him bow 
he liked the treatment I had met with by the 
order of the lords of Levya? Indeed, fays. he, I. 
think you cannot be better; I only wiſh: that 
it may laſt long. I replied, that I did not 
in the leaſt wiſh ſo; it is not at all agreeable, 
to me, that my benefaQors {hould- be at ſuch. 
great charges on my account; it would be making. 
an ill ufe of their generoſity; beſides, 1 could 
never do with ſervants who are to receive their 
wages from others; 1 ſhould not think that I 
was in my own houſe ; beſides, I did not come 
hither to live in ſuch a buſtle; Have we any 
occaſion for ſuch a number of ſervants ? No: 
Bertrand, a cook, a ſcullion, and one valet is. 
ſufficient. Although my ſecretary would bave 
been very well pleaſed to have been always 
maintained at the expence of the governor of 
B 3x _.. © —•—u:ů— 
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Valencia, be was not againſt my delicacy on 
that head, but complying with my ſentiments, 
approved of the arteration I intended making in 
my family. This affair being ſettled, he re- 
tired from my PANEL | and weut to his 3 
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He goes o Falncia to viſit the Lordi f Leyva. 
The (onverſation he had with them, and the 
«Hp Py he met vg (nes te 


4 VI NG ondrelled, I went to bed, where 

not being at all inclined to ſleep, I gave 
myſelf up to wy refletions, I repreſented to 
myſelf the friendſhip with which the lords of Ley- 
va repaid my zeal for their ſervicez and being 
ſenſibly penetrated with the freſh proofs they bad 
given me of their eſteem, determined me to go 
and pay my reſpeCts to them the next morning z 


in order to fatisfy the great defire I had to thank 


them. U likewiſe felt before hand the pleaſure 
of ſeeing Seraphina ; but theſe thoughts were 


not pure; I could not think without uneaſfineſs, 
that I mult at the ſame time be obliged to face 


Signiora Lorena Sephora, who perbaps had not 
yet forgot the adventure of the box on the ear, 
and would not be overjoyed to ſee me again, 


At WE wy n was ſo tired out with theſe 


different 


_—_— 


different dons! chat I fell aſleep, and did not a» | 
wake till after the fun was riſen 

I immediately. got up, and all my 98 0 
being taken up about my intended journey, 
made what haſte I could in drefling myſelf. 1 
was no ſooner done, than my ſecretary entered 
my room. Scipio, ſays I, you fee a perſon who: 
is preparing ta ſet out immediately for Valencia; 
L cannot be too quick in paying my reſpects to 

the noblemen to whom I owe my ſmall fortune; 

whatever time I pat off in diſcharging this duty, 
appears to accuſe me of ingratitude. As for thee, 
friend, 1 will do without your accompanying me 
thither, remain here in my abſenee, and i in about 
eight days I will return to thee again. Go, 
Sir, ſays he, pay your reſpeCts to Bon Alphonſo 
and his father, who ſeem fo ſenſibly affected“ 
with the zeal any. one ſhews for them, and are 
ſo:very grateful for the ſervices you have doue 
them. We cannot ſhew too much eſteem for 
perſons of that character, they are ſo hacd to be 
found, I then ordered Bertrand to make ready, 
and while he was yoking the mules, I drank my 
chocolate. This done, I got into my chaiſe, af- 
ter having told my ſervants to reſpect my ſecre- 
tary as myſelf, and obey his commands. 

I got to Valencia in leſs than four hours, and 
proceeded immediately to the governor's (tables, 
where I alighted, and left my equipage; this 
done, I bid the fervants conduct me to that no- 
bleman's apartment, where he then was with his 
ſather Don Czſar. I opened the door, and 
without ceremony entered, accoltingihim in theſe 
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| words: Servants, ſaid I, never fend any body be- 

fore them to inform their maſters of their coming; 

| bere is one of your old domeſtics makes free to 

pay his reſpects to you. So ſaying, I would have 

thrown myſelf at their feet, but they would not 

allow me, and each of them embraced me with 

all the expreſſions of a real/affeQion. Well, my 

dear Santillane, ſaid Don Alphonſo, have you 

been at Lirias, taking poſſeſſion of your eſtate ? 

Ves, my lord, I replied, and I beg that you will 

allow me to give it to you again. For what reaſon? 

: fad he. Is there any thing diſagreeable in it, 

that gives you a diſtaſte te it? Not in itſelf, 

faid I; on the contrary, I am delighted with it 

to, the laſt degree; all that diſpleaſes me therein 

is to ſee cooks to archbiſhops, with three times 

as many ſervants as I have occaſion for, and 

which are of no kind of ſervice, but to put you 
to a charge as confiderable as vſeleſs. - 

If you had accepted, ſays Don Cæſar, the penſi· 
on of two thouſand ducats which we pteſented 
to you at Madrid, we ſhould have been content- 
ed with giving you the eſtate, with the houſe as 
It is now furniſhed ; but you know you would: 
not accept of it, and we thought that we could 
do no leſs than recompenſe you in ſome other 
way, It is too much, replied I ; your goodneſs 

ought to be contented with the preſent of this 
ellate, which is ſufficient to gratity the utmoſt ok 
my wiſhes ; but notwithſtanding the great ex- 
pence you are at in keeping ſo many people, I 
vow to you, that they incommode and trouble 
me. Ia ſhot, continued J, my lords, either AC», 
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cept of your eſtate again, or condeſcend to let 
me enjoy it as I may think proper. I pronoun- 
ced theſe laſt words with ſuch a grave air that 
the father and the ſon, who had not the leaſt in- 
tention to lay me undes any reftraint, at laſt a- 
greed that I might do as h n ener in 
my own houſe. | 

As I was thanking them ow bei ſo good as 
to allow me this liberty, without which I could 
never be at caſe, Don Alphonſo interrupted me, 
ſaying, my dear Gil Blas, I will introduce you 
to a lady, who will be very glad to ſee you, 
Wen he had thus ſaid, be took me by the hand, 
and conducted me to Seraphina's apartment. 
Madam, ſaid the governor, I believe you are as 
well pleaſed as I am with our friend Gil Blas's 
coming to Valencia, He may be certain of that; 
anſwered ſhe; time has not made me forget the 
ſervice he did me, and to my gratitude for that 
I] add the acknowledgment. I owe a man to whom 
you have been ſo much obliged. I told the 
governor's lady, that I was overpaid. for the-rifk 
IT had run with ber deliverers,' in expoling my 
lite for her. After a number of compliments 
on each fide, Don Alphonſo took me again 
from Seraphina's apartment, and we went to 
Don Cæſar, whom we found in'a parlour with 
a number of gentlemen, who were come to dine 
with bim. 
Theſe e e all wad very een. to 
me, and were the more civil, becauſe Don Cæ- 
far informed them that I had been one of the 
Puke of Lerma's principal ſecretaries. The 
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moſt of chem | likety knew that it was by my in- 
tereſt that Don Alphonſo had got the govern» 
ment of Valencia; for every thing is diſcovered 
in time. ee that be, we were no ſooner 
fet down at table, than all the converſation tur- 
ned-upcn the new Cardinal; ſome commended, 
or at leaſt affected to ib him, whilſt o- 
thers only beſtowed ſome faint praiſes on him, that 
es to carry a ting in the tail of them. 


I could eafily perceive that their intention was | 


to get me to give my opinion of his emineney, 
and to entertain them at his expence. I could 
_ willingly have diſcioſed my ſentiments on that 
head, but | kept Glence, which made the compa- 
ny think that I was a very diſcreet young man. 
When dinner was over, the gueſts went home 

to take their atternoon's nap, and Don Cæſar and 
bis ſon being inclined to do the ſame, retired to 
their own apartments. As for me, I had fo 


great'a deſite to go and ſee a city whoſe beauty 
I bad heard ſo much talked of, that I went out 


of the governor's palace, with an intention to 
walk through. the chiet ſireets, and ſee what was 
moſt curious therein. However, I was ſtopped 
at the gate by a man who ſaluted me, ſaying, 
Will Signior Gil Blas allow me to pay my re- 
ſpects to him? | I aſked him who he was. I 
am valet de chambre to Don Cæſar, faid he; I 


was one of his footmen while you was his ſtew- 


ard; and every morning made my court to you, 


and you was very kind to me; I was accuſtom- 
ed to let you know every thing that paſſed, in the _ 
houſe. 


formed 


* dare ſay you have not forgot that I in- 
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formed you onieliay how the ſugedeh of the vil! 
lage of Leyva was admitted privately into Signi- 
ora Lorena Sephora's chamber? I remember 
it very well, ſaid I ; but now we are ſpeaking of 
that duenna, what is become of her? Alas! an- 
ſwered he, after you went away the poor creature 
fell into a deelining, and in a ſhort time died, 
more lamented by Seraphina than by Don Alphan= 
ſo, who did not appear to be much EIT at her 
death. 4 

Don Cæſar's valet de a ben thusſasc · 
quainted me of Sephora's melancholy exit, made 
an apology for having ſtopped me, and leſt me 
to continue my walk I could not forbear figh- 
ing, on remembring .that unhappy duenna, and 
bewailing her fate. I charged myſelf with her 
misfortune, without thinking that it was the can- 
cer rather chan wird 5 8 that was the occaſion | 
of it. 

I ſaw with eleatire all that appeared to be 
worthy of looking at in that city. My eyes 
were agreeably entertained with the archbiſhop's 1 
marble palace, as well as the fine piazzas of the 
exchange ; but my attention was moſtly taken up 
with a large building which I ſaw at a great dif- 
rance, and into which a number of people enter- 
ed. I went near it to fee it I could find out the 
reaſon why ſuch a great crowd of people were af- 
 ſembled there, and was ſoon fatished, by reading 
| theſe words, written in gold letters over the door, 
La pojada des los repreſantes, or the play-houſe: 
and that-it was advertiſed in the bills, that there 
was to be performed that night, for the firſt 


- B 5 a | — time, 


4 
2 0 P 
- — o 
* 7 - : 
* i, — 
q — * h 0 > IDS ef] - 
" OTE CO ION _ c) a 
Los of, worry — 
*. oy < - * of — 
— Le oe ener / 5+ uy 0 ; 4 
3 * N nn Ws © 
N 1 3 
oF n — b 
2 AC 4+ 


2 — —2B 
- - 


ar 


$5 


Yau * 
; — ̃ ̃ —— 
3 — et A ata —ů— —-— 
r 
V g 


1 
TA 1-2-5 


LES 3 

—_— Eon ER * 

r — 
9 
* 


Nr 


* nk wan 


3 2 
1 * — 


— —— —L 
var her of 
oe rye + I ver? 


a” 
N 
ie Neil tp OY a 
— . . 2 
. — 


— — 
—— 2 0% 
8 = 9 
O ** 
bc 8 


34 T u E H 18 T OR Y OF 


time, a new trage«y of Don Gabtict Triaque- 
10˙ 8. | 


SERBSEDTEISOROOESS 
CHAP V. 
Gil Blas goes to the Theatre, where he ſees a new 


Tragedy pertormed. What Succeſs it met 2 
and the public Taſte of N 


Plaid a ſhort time at the door, to ſee the peo- 
ple that went in: and perceived they conſiſt- 
ed of all forts. I obſerved cavaliers of a genteel 
appearance, and well drefled, and ſome figures a» 
gain that were as ordinary as the cloaths they 
wore, TI faw ladies of diſtinckion alight out of 
their coaches, to go into the boxes that had been 
beſpoke for them; and Jadies of pleaſure, who 
went with an intention of alluring cullies. This 
confuſed crowd of ſpectators of all kinds, made 
me have an inclination to increaſe the nu ber. 
The governor and his lady airived, when I was 
taking a ticket, and (ceing me in the crowd, made 
me be called, and carried me along with them 
into their box, where I ſeated myſelf behind, them, 
in ſuch a manner that T might ſpeak to either of 
them with eaſe. | | 
be houſe was very full, the pit being throng- 
ed, and the ſtage erouded with knights of the three 
military orders. Here is a great aſſembly, ſaid 1 
to Don Alphonſo, You need not be amazed at 
that, replied be; for no ſooner a new picce of 
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Don' Gabriel Trizquero appears in the hills, than 


the. whole city of Valencia is in a flutter; the 


whole converſation is about the piece; all. the 
boxes are beſpoke; and it being the firſt night 
of its repreſentation, the people crowd one another 


to death to get in; although all the places are at 


double prices, except the pit, which they dare 
not diſoblige, ſo much do they ſtand in awe of 
them. What fooliſhneſs | ſaid I to the governor 3 


this great curioſity of the public, this impatience _ 


to hear every new production of Don triaquero's, 
gives me a e opinion of the genius of * 80 
When we were thus e ha cilia; 
mers made their appearance; upon which we were 
immediately filent, that we might liſten to them 


* — 


with the more attention. The ſcene was no ſoon· . 


er drawn up than the applauſes began; the actors 
were clapt at every verſe ; but at the concluſion 


of each act there was ſuch a thunder of praiſe, 
that one would have imagined the theatre: 


would have fallen down. When the performance 


was over, they let me ſee the author, who went 


| modeſtly from box to box, preſenting: his head for 
the laure] chapiets, which the gentlemen and la- 


dies were preparing to crown it. 


f . s | ye 
From thence we went to the governor” 8 palace, | 


whichin three or four knights immediately tollows 
ed; there alſo came in two old authors, who were 


in great reputation in their way, and with them 
a gentleman of Caſtile, who was very ſenſible, and 


had a good taſte. 'The-converſation” during ſup- 


per was ae about the new play. Gentlemen, 
„ ſays 


ſifications, wanting in nothing, In ſhort, it is a 
performance that all good judges muſt be pleaſ- 
ed with. I dare ſay every body is of the ſame o- 
pinion, ſaid a knight of the order of Alcantara. 
This piece is full of ſpeeches that appear to have 
been dictated by Apollo himſelf, as well as of a- 
' mazing incidents that are introduced with a great 
deal of art, I will leave it to this gentleman, - 
continued he, addreſfing himfelf to the Caſtilian, 
he appears to be a judge; I will lay any thing 
that be is ff my way of thinking. Do not wa- 
er, Sir, aMwuered the gentleman with a ſarcaſtic 
imile: I do not belong to this country; we are 
not in ſuch a hurry about deciding matters at 
Madrid. Inſtead of judging of a piece that we 
have ſcen but once performed, we are diffident 
ol its beauties, while it is only in the mouth of 
N the actors; however good our opinion may be of it, 
we never paſs ſentence on it till Cn have pe- 
ruſed it, as indeed we are not al ways f agteeably 
entertained with the ENG it, as ffeeing i it N 
ed on the ſtage. | a 
Mie are very nice in examining a poem, con- 
tinued he, before we ſet any value upon it; 
though the author be in ever ſo great repute, it 
cannot blind us. When Lopez de Vega himſelf 
and Calderona wrote new pieces, they met with 
ſtrict Judges in ras greateſt admitersy' who did 
not 


Th * fays a knight of the order of St. Jago, what is 7 
i your opinion of this tragedy? Don't you think . 
0 * that it deſerves to be called a finiſhed piece? 

Fl Sublime thoughts, tender ſentiments, manly ver- 


y a 
— r 3 OT A 
r 3 1 * l - 
32 
3 228 6 8 r oor 1 
- * 2 SLRS 4 e 4 g . 4 : x 5 — 
r. — 4 1 La 5 — od + Sr 1 __ 5 r 6 3 ! mg l - 
gd n — 4” F w . — 4 - 7 rn 
8 ; 2 ode Lag ont 
fr, £ - 
« " ”e 779 we Oy 
p . ; — N —ä — — n 
** rr n — RE 0 ” . 
* Q—U— ̃ ——— 15 6 w * 1 155 
nd. at 5 - a : 5 * : 
* od * P Fo 
4 = 


wy; 


8 8 L 2 Ae 3 
: 0 | 1 : ; 8 1 


not praſe them ein e thought: that theit N 
merited ie 

Ohl! by St. Francis! we are thot ſo fearful ind. 
as you at Madrid, ſays the knight of the order of 
St. Jago, we have not patience to wait till the 


piece is printed to paſs ſentence on it; we have 
no ſooner ſeen it once reprefented, than we ex- 


ally know its value. It is not even needfut 
that we ſhould pay a great deal of attention to it; 


it is enough that we are certain that it is a pieces 
of Don Gabriel's, to be convinced that it is 


faultleſs: This poet's works ſhould ſerve as an 
eta from whence to date the riſe of a good taſte. 
Your Lopez's and Calderona's were not fit to be 


compared with this great maſter of the ſtage. 
The gentleman. who viewed Lopez de Vega 
and Calderona as the Sophocles and Euripides 


of the Spaniards, was offended at this raſh afſer- 


tion. What a dramatic'facrilege is this! faid he. 


Gentlemen, ſince you will make me judge like 
| yourſelves from the firſt repreſentation of a piece, 


I muſt inform you, that this new tragedy of Don 


Gabriel's does not pleaſe me. Ir is filled with paſs 


ſages that are more thining than ſolid, Three parts 


of the verſes 26 either bad, 'or the rhimes not 
correct; the characters are either ill-conceived 
or not well ſupported, and the r Aer 
very obſcure. , 
be two authors who were at W and Pg 


| through. a modeſty as commendable as uneoms = 
mon, had been ſilent, leſt they ſhould be ſuſpect- 
ed of jealouſy, could not avoid diſcovering their 
eltcem of FRE nnn s judgment with their 
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eyes; which made me conclude, that their ſi- 
lence was more occaſioned by their policy, than 
from the perfeQtion of the play, As for the 
knights of Alcantara and St. Jago, they began - 
to praiſe Don Gabriel, whom they even ranked 
amongit the gods. This extravagant apotheoſis 
and blind idolatry made the Caſtilian quite out of 
patience; and raiſing his bands to heaven, he 
exclaimed in a kind of enthuſiaſm, O ſublime 
Lopez de Vega l rare and exalted genius, who 
has left an infinite ſpace between thee and all 
the Gabriel's, who would preſume to contend 
with thee ? and thou, © Calderona ! the elegance 
and pure ſweetneſs of whoſe epic poetry is not 
to be imitated, do not be afraid that this new. 
nurſling of the muſes will ever be able to demo- 
liſh the altars erected to thy honour. He will 
be very lucky, if poſterity, whoſe delight you: 
will one day be, as you are now ours, do ſo much 
as condeſcend to hear his name once mention; 
eds: :- A 
Ibis odd apoſtrophe, which nobody thought of, 
ſet the whole company a-laughing; after which 
they got up from table, and went home. As for. 
me, I was taken by Don Alphonſo's order to a2 
genteel apartment, that had been prepared for me; 
there 1 found an excellent bed, in which I ſoon. 
fell aſleep, lamenting, like the Caſtilian. gentle- 
man, the injuſtice which? à parcel of ignorant 
wretches did to Lopez de Vega and Caldero- 
.. . A n need had nen 


® 
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As Gil Blas is walking through the Sreets, he 


meets a Friar, whom he imagines he knows ; 
; who this Friar, Was. 


31 7 


60 T op the next morning, a FS 3 went to take 
. a view of the city, as I had not Teen the whole 
of it the night before. As I was executing this 


intention, I ſaw a Carthuſian friar in the ſtreet, 


who no doubt was going to attend the. buſineſs 

of his ſociety, He walked, with bis eyes fixed 
upon the ground, and had fo pious an air, that 
he attracted the attention. of every body. As he 
chanced to paſs very neat me, I looked attentives 
ly at him, and imagined that I ſaw in him my 


old acquaintance. Don Raphael, that adventurer, 
whom I bave altcady mentioned in the two lirſt 


volumes of my hiſtory. 
I was io much amazed, ſo ſtruck wal this: ren- 


counter, that inſtzad of ſpeaking to the friar, 1 
was quite motionleſs for lome time, which gave 


him an opportunity to get a good way from me. 
Good heavens ! ſaid I, were ever two faces liker 
each other ? What muſt [ think ? ought 1 to 
believe that it is Raphael? or can ] bring my ſelf to 


imagine that it is not him ? I had too great a de- 
fire to be informed of the truth of this affair, to 


continue long in this doubtful ftuation z where 
fore, 1 enquired the way to the nb mo- 
naitery, w hither I immediately repaired, thinking 
that | ſhould. . another bght 0 my geutle- 


man, 
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man, when he a thither ; and was fully 
determined to ſtop him and ſpeak to bim. Hows 
ever, I had no occafion to wait for his returning, 
to be informed of the truth; for I was no foon= n- 
er at the gate of the convent, than I ſaw another ; 
face of my acquaintance, which cleared me of 
| this uncertainty; for in the friar who performed 
1 the office of porter, I perceived Ambroſe de La- 
mela, my old footman. . 
We were equally ſurprized to find one ano- 
ther ſo unexpectedly in that plac Is it no 
"miſtake ? ſaid I accofting him; is It really one 
of my old friends whom I ſce ? He did not re- 
collect me at firſt, or rather he affected not to 
know me; but thinking within himſelf that this 
feint would be endleſs, he put on the air of a 
perſon who on a ſudden recolleQs any thing he 
had forgotton. Ah! Signior Gil Blas, ſays he, 
pardon me for not knowing you; I have inſenſi- 
bly loſt the remembrance of all worldly affairs, 
ever ſince I lived in this holy place, and applied 
myſelf to diſcharge thoſe duties which e are pre- 
ſcribed us by our rules. Þ 
lt gives me a great deal pleaſure, replied I, > 
to ſec you again in ſuch a venerable dreſs, after 
a ſeparation of ten years. And Jam aſhamed, 
replied he, to appear cloathed in it, before a per- 
ſon who knows the idle life I have led: this dreſs 
continually reproaches me with it: alas! added 
be, fetching a profound ſigh, in order to have 
been truly worthy to have worn it, 1 ſhould have 
lived in innocence. What you have ſaid, replied. 


1, gives me pleaſure; z it is very evident, that the 
finger 
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Sirget: of the Lotd bas touched you, · 1 pale: it 
again, Jam rejoĩeed at it, and have a great deſire 
to know in what a furprifing manner you and 
| Don Raphael have fallen into the right way; for 
CE) IT am now certain it was him whom I met in the 
ſtreets a few minutes ſince, dreſſed in a Carthus 
ſian habit. I am vexed that I did not ſtop himy, - 
and ſpeak to him, and am now ftaying here for _ 
his returning, in order” 10 er ain for my 
neglect, Cans. 2 
Lou were not wrong) Fps Lamela, it ron 
ly was Don Raphael whom you ſaw ; and as for 
the particulars you want to know of our converſions . 
it was thus, After having quitted you near 'Se> © oY 
gorba, the ſon of Lucinda and I took the road to 
Valencia, with an intention of giving that eity | 
ſome new ſample of our expertneſs in our pro. 
feſſion. Accident, or rather Providence, would 
have it, that one day we went into the Car- 
thuſian church, while the "monks were ſiaging 
pſalms in the choir, We were greatly taken with _ 
the ardent zeal with which, they prayed, as alſo 
their dejected looks, which ſhewed that they Wers 
quite detached from the groſs pleaſures of this 
age; and the calmneſs that reigned in their coun» 
tenances, which N nn n dees of 5 
their conſciences. 1 WEE» + 
As we were making cheeſe kenns we fell 
into a deep rererie, which was of great advan- 
tage to out ſouls. We compared our lives and 
conduct with thoſe of theſe good fathers, and the 
difference we found between them troubled us 
with forrow and vexation. Lamela, faid Don 


. | Raphael. 
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Ranheal. to me, when we were come from ch urchy 


has what you bave ſeen made any impteſſion on 
you? As foi nie, I cannot conceal it from you, 


my mind i Is greatly pep ſexed. Some emotions, 
that are quite new to me, agitate me in a ſtrange 
manner: and I now for the firſt time of my 


whole life upbraid myſelf with my wickedneſs, 1 


am much in the ſame ſituation, ſaid 1; the ini- 
_  quities I have committed now riſe up in judge 
ment againſt me, and my heart, which never be - 
fore waS(crfible of remorſe, is now upon the 
rack therewith.” Ah, dear Ambroſe, replied my 


comrade, we are two {trayed ſheep, whom the 


heavenly Father in bis great goodneſs intends 
bringing back to bis fold. It is he, dear Am- 
broſe, it is he who ſummons us: let us liſten to 
his voice; let us give over our wicked ways; 


let us forſake the libertiniſm that we have lived 


in till this time; and let us from this very day 
begin to labour ſeriouſly at the great work of our 


ſal vation; we muſt ſpend the remainder of our 
time in this convent, and dedicate it to a pure 


| repentance. 


1 was greatly vleaſed. with Raphael's ah 155 


ments, continued Friar Ambroje, and we immes 
diately determined to turn Carthufi ans. We 
were ſo exact and conilant in complying with the 
rules of the order, that we were admitted among 
the novices. We were: ſo well contented with 


our ſi vation, and ſo full of zeal, that we ſuſtain- 


ed with fortitude. the labours of the time appoints 
ed tot our trial. We were aiterwards proteſſ=d ; 
which done, Don Rophacl appearing to be of a 


genus 


1 


genius FW for buſineſs, was Saen to at 
an old father, who then ſuperintended the affairs 
of the family. Lucinda's ſon. would have rather 
choſen to have been always praying, but he was 
under the neceſſity of ſacrificing his ardour to de- 
votion to the good of the convent. le in a 
ſhort time got ſo great a, knowledge of the affairs 
of the houſe, that he was thought capable of ſug*) 
_cceding.the old father, who died three years af- 
terwards, in tranſaQting. all their affairs. He 
actually at this time exerciſes that employment: 
and indeed he acquits himfelf in it to the great 
ſatisfection of ail the good ſ(athers, who applaud 
his conduct very much in the ttanſaction of our 
temporalities. What is very amazing is that al- 
though he is inveſted with the power of gatber- 
ing our revenues, his thoughts appear to be whole) 
ly taken up with eternity. Whenever be is the. 
leaſt at leiſure from his buſineſs, he employs it 
in the mott profound meditation; in ſhorty he is 
one of the de vouteſt members of our come 
ty. 3 YER 1 
_ Raphael now appearing, 1 me ſo 
much, that I interrupted Lamela. Here he is, 
ſaid I, here he is, that juſt ſteward, whoſe arri- 
val I impatiently waited for. At the ſame time 
' 1 went and embraced him. He received me. 
with a very good grace, and without being in the 
leaſt ſurpriſed at meeting me, ſaid with a voice 
full of {weetneſs, Thanks to Heaven, Signior de: 
Santillane, thanks to heaven, for the pleaſure 1 
have in ſecing you again. Indced, dear dne 
el, replied I, your good fortune gives me a great 
deal 


0 
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deal of ſatisfaction: Friar Ambroſe has informed 
eee : and this account has de- 
lighted me. What a bleſſing it is, that you two 
may flatter yourſelves with the proſpect of being 
in that ſmall number of the elect, who will one 
day enjoy everlaſting happineſs! 
Two ſuch miſerable mottals as we, ſaid the 
ſon of Lucinda with a very humble air, ſhould 
not have any ſuch hopes; but the Father of mer- 
_ cies pardons ſuch finners as repent. And you, 
Signior Gil Blas, continued he, do not you alſo 
expect to be forgiven for all the crimes you have 
committed againſt him? What buſineſs brings 
you to Valencia? are not you unhappily buſied 


thanks be to heaven, replied I, fince 1 quitted 
the court I have lived like an honeſt man; ſomes» 
times I enjoy all the pleaſures of the country, at 
an eſtate I have a ſmall diſtance from hence, and 
ſometimes I come hither to ſpend a few days with 
the governor of Valencia, who is my friend, and 
whom you both very well know. 
Then I related to them the ſtory of Don "Ts 
phonſo de Leyva, to which they very attentively 
hearkened; and when 1 informed them that IL 
had earried back the three thouſand ducats from 
that nobleman which we had ſtolen from Samuel 
Simon, Lamela interrupted me, and addreſſing 
his diſcourſe to Don Raphael, Father Hillary faid 
he, by this I think the merchant has no reaſon to 
complain of a theft that has been teſtored to him 
with u'ury ; and we may both of us have peacea- 
ble conſciences on that head. Indeed, ſaid the 
45 ſteward, | 


in ſome dangerous employment here? No, 2 


3 Friar Ambroſe: and I ſent fifteen hundred! 


ducats privately to Samuel Simon, before we 


came into the convent, by a worthy-clergyman, ' 


who was ſo kind as to take the trouble to ge to 


__ Nelva, to make this: reſtitution : fo much the 
worſe for Samuel, if he has been guilty of finger · 
ing that ſum aſter Signior de Santillane had re- 

imburſed the whole. But, ſaid I intertupting 

bim, are you certain that he got the fifteen hun- 
dred ducats? I do not in the leaſt doubt it, ſaĩd 

Don Raphael I would anſwer for the elergy- 


man's integrity, as much as for my own; I would 


alſo be bound for him, faid Lamela; he is a de- 
vout prieſt, and is uſed to be truſted with things 


of this nature, inſomuch that he has had two or 


three law ſuits for caſh trulted to his care, wan 


he gained with coſts. 


continued e with them for a little 


time longer, and then parted ; they conſtantly 
exhorting me to fear the Lord, and 1recommend- 
ing myſelf to their devout prayers. From thence 
I went immediately to Don Alphonſo, You 
cannot think, ſaid I, with whom I have been fo 


long converling ; I am juſt come from two ve- 


nerable Carthuſians of your acquaintancez one 
of them is called father Hillary, and the other 


friar Ambroſe. You are wrong, ſaid Don Al- 


phonſo, I do not know any Carthuſian whatever. 


Forgive me, replicd I, you have ſeen Friar: Am 


brote, commiſſary of the inquiſition at Xelva, and 


father Hillary his ſecretary. Good gods! ſaid 
the governor amazed, is it poſſible that Raphael 
and Lamela ſhould be turned Catthuſians? Yes 
indeges : 
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indeed, replied T, it is a good while ſince 


they were profeſſed, inſomuch that the one 


is a ſteward, and the other a 5 8 8 of the 
Convent... | : 

Don Cæſar's fon was dende for a ſhort ime, 
then {baking his head, he ſaid, It appears very 
likely to me, that this commiſſary of the inqui- 
ſition and his ſecretary intend playing ſome new 
prark here. | You judge of them with prepoſſeſ- 


Lon, replied I ; as for me who have had ſome 


converſation with them, I think more favourably 
of them. It is true indeed «that one cannot ſee 
into people's hearts, but ſeemingly they are two 
converted rogues. That may be, ſaid Don Al- 
phonſo; there are many licentious men, who, 


after baving diſgraced the world by their lewd- 3 


neſs, ſhut themſelves up in convents, to do pe- 
nance: ſeverely for the ſame; I with our monks 
may be a couple of ſuch libertiihae? 

1 ſee no reaſon why they ſhould not, ſaid I. 
They have of their own free will embraced the 
monaſtic life, and have already lived for a good 
while like two honeſt friars. You may ſay what 
you think proper, replied the governor, but Ido 
not think that the convent's money is ſafe in the 
bands of this friar Hillary, whoſe integrity I can- 
not avoid miltruſting When I think of the 
fine account he related to us of his adventures, 


| I] tremble for the Carthuſians. 1 would as wil- 


lingly believe as you that he has taken the friar's 
babit, with a very good intention, but his avarice 


may be awakened again with the ſight ot the gold. 
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One Gouts: never Westen a reformed 4 dronkard 
wow the keys of a cellar, 2:6 ho 

In a very ſhort time Dn | Alphonſo s \Coſpicion 
was juſtified ; for the ſteward and the porter! ſud - 
denly diſappeared with the caſh. This news, 
which ſoon ran through the city, greatly amuſed 
the laughers, who are always pleaſed when any 
misfortune happens to the rich monks. As for 
the governor and myſelf, we were ſorry for the 
Carthuſians, without bragging of our ever 1 
been . pr with ay two eg 
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Gil Blas returns to: his Caſtle. at 1 =, "Scipio 


informs him of an agreeable Piece of News, ane 


the Alteration he makes in the Family. 

Remained about eight days at Valencia, live 

ing among the quality. Concerts, aſſemblies, 
ſhows, balls, entertainments, and the company 
of agreeable ladies, were obtained for me by 
the governor and his lady, who were ſo fond of 
me, that they were ſorry to ſee me ſet out on 
my return to Lirias. They even made me pro- 
miſe before they would ſuffer me to depart, to 
divide my time between them and my ſolitude. 
It was ſettled, that I ſhould ſpend the ſum mer at 
my eſtate, and live at Valencia in the winter; af. 
ter this agreement, my benefactors allowed me 
to go and enjoy their benefits. Scipio, who long- 
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ed for my returning, was very glad to ſee me ; 
and I encreaſed his pleaſure by the juſt account 
1 gave him of the advantages of my journey. 
And you, my friend, how did you ſpend [your 
time while I was abſent? Have you been a- 
greeably entertained ? As well, anſwered he, as 
a ſervant could be, who eſtegms nothing ſo much 
as his maſter's preſence. I have walked all over 
your eſtate ; ſometimes fitting by the fide of the 
Fountain that is in our wood, I have been de- 


lighted with meditating on the beauty of its wa- 


ters, which are as clear as thoſe of the ſacred 
ſpring, that makes the great foreſt of Albuena 
echo with its noiſe ; and ſometimes lying at the 
bottom of a tree, I have hearkened to the ſweet 
ſinging of the nightingales and linnets; in fine, 
I have been a fowling, and angling, and what 
has given me greater pleature than any of theſe 
amuſements, I have read a number of books, that 
were as uſeful as pleaſing, 85 

Here I haſtily interrupted Scipio, to aſk where 
he got the books. I got them, ſaid he, in an 
excellent library, which Mr. Joachim let me ſee 
in the houſe. And whereabout, replied I, can 
this pretended library be concealed? Did not 


we fee the whole houſe the firſt day that we ar- 


rived? do you thought, reſumed he, but know- 
that we only viewed three pavillions, and forgot 
the fourth. It was there that Don Cæſar uſed 
to ſpend a good deal of his time in reading, when 
he came to Lirias. There are a number of good 


books in this library, which have been left you as 
a certain remedy againſt melancholy, when our 


gardens | 
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gardens are ſtript of their flowers; and our 


woods naked of leaves, as there then would have _ 


been nothing. to have entertained you. The 


gentlemen of Leyva have not done things by 


halves, they have made proviſion, for the mind 
as well as the body, 

I was greatly delighted with this news; 1 or 
dered lim to let me ſee the fourth pavilion, 
which pleaſed me very much. 1 ſaw there a 
chamber, which Limmediately determined ſhould 
be my apartment, as it had been Don Cæſar's. 


That gentleman's bed was | ſtill there, with all 


the iurniture, that is to ſay, a figured tapeſtry, 
wherein was deſcribed the rape of the Sabines 


by the Romans, with chairs conformable to them. 


From this room I went into a cloſet, ſurrounded 


with caſes full of books, and the pictures of all 53 


our kings over them. There was alſo hard by 


a window, from which we had: a proſpect of a 


moſt beautiful country, and an. ebony bureau 
ſanding before a large ſopha of black Morocco 
leather; but the library was the principal thing 


that atttacted my notice, It conſiſted of books 


of. philoſophy, poetry, and hiſtory, and a great 
number on chivalry. I imagined that Don Cz» 
far was fond of this laſt ſort of pieces, ſince he 
had provided ſo many of them; and I muſt own 
to my ſhame 
ſelt, notwithſtanding they are ſo full, of extravas 
gancies; whether it was owing to: my being no 
very great leader at that time, or that Spaniards 
are for the mult pait too indulgent to. whatever. 
has the appearance of being wonderful and a- 

Vol. IV. c  mazing» 


8 nn n 


. ” 
% * 
4 7 21 2 ＋ © * 
enn 2 3 1 N * ; 8 
1 N E bo 1 2 4 * 1 —_ 
* 5 — i 
. i 1 TS "8 1 p 
n 1 a oO 1. o 4 0 — — 
ö 
{ "Nh . Logs? i N 


that I was alſo fond of them my- 
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mazing. I ſhall however ſay for my own vin- 


dication, that | took more pleaſure in ſych books 
as had a moral concealed under the maſk of gaie- 


ty, and that Lucian, Horace, and Eraſmus, 


were the authors that gave me the Bentele fatil⸗ 
faction. $6; 


Scipio, ſaid J, after I bad feen my libeiry; 


here is entertainment for us indeed; but the firſt 


thing that we muſt do, is to make an alteration 
in our family. I will ſave you that trouble, an- 
ſwered he. While you were abſent, I ſtrictly 
obſerved your ſervants, and may brag that 1 
know them thoroughly. Let us begin by Mr. 
Joachim: Ithink that he is an idle raſcal, and has 
very likely been turned away from the archbi- 
ſhop's for ſome wilful blunders in his arithme- 
tic in accounts of expences : yet there are two 


' reaſons that we muſt not part with him for; 


firſt, becauſe he is an excellent cook, and, ſecond- 
ly, becauſe | will lock ſharply after him; I will 
obſerve all his actions, and he muſt be cunning 
indeed, if he cheats me. 1 have already ins 
formed him, that you intend iparting with three 
parts of your ſervants, and it gave him ſome un- 
eaſineſs; but however he told me, that having 
an inclination to ſerve you, he would be ſatished 


with half the wages be now has, rather than be 


diſmiſſed from you: this makes me imagine, that 
there is ſome pretty young woman in this village 
whom he would not chule to leave. As for the 
under-couk, continued Scipio, he is a drunkard, 


and the porter an artant rogue, whom we have 
no occaſion for, no more than for that fellow 


who 
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who is hired for ſhooting. I can ſupply the 
place of this laſt very well, as I will let you fee 


' to-morrow, ſince we have very good fowling- 


pieces, with plenty of powder and ſhot in the 
houſe. With reſpeCt to the valets, there is one 
of them who is of Arragon, and appears to be 
a very honeſt fellow, him we will keep; but 
for all the reſt, they are ſuch idle rogues, that L 
would not adviſe you to have any thing to do- 
with them, although _ had occalion, for a hun- 


dred valets. 


_ Having carefully coders this affair, we a- 
greed to keep the cook, the ſcullion, and the 


Arragonian, and get quit of all the reſt; this 


was done that very day, by means of ſome piſtoles 
which Scipio took out of our ſtrong box, and 
diſtributed in my name. This alteration being. , 
made, we eſtabliſhed order. in the family, regus. 
lated the office of each ſervant, and began to live 
at our own expence. A frugal table would have 
ſatisfied me; but my ſecretary, who liked ragouts 
and tit-bits, was not a perſon that would ſuffer 
Mr. Joachim's abilities to lie unemployed: on 
the contrary, he kept him ſo cloſe at work, that 
our dinners and ſuppers reſembled ſo many tre- 
paſts of the votaries of Epicurus. 
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of the . of Gil Blas and the beautiful - an- 
" Oy 


HEN I had teste days at my e- 


ſtate, Baſilio the farmer, who rented 


part of my land, came to aſk permiſſion to pre- 
ſent me bis daughter Antonia, who wanted to 
have the honour of paying her compliments 


to ber new waſter. I informed him that] would 


take it kind, upon which he went away, and 
ſoon came back with the fair Antonia; I think 
I may venture to give that epithet to a young 
woman of about ſeventeen or eighteen years of 


age, who, beſides having the moſt regular fea - 


tures, had an incomparable complexion, and ve- 
ry good eyes. She was plainly dreſſed; but 


had an excellent ſhape, a majeitic mien; and cer- 


tain inexpreſſible graces, which young women 
are not always poſſeſſed of, fet off the plainneſs 
of her dreſs. She did not wear any thing upon 
her head, only her hair was tied behind, and a- 


dorned with flowers, after the cuſtom of the 


Lacedæmonians. ü 

When ſhe came into my chamber, ber es 
ty amazed me 2s much as Angelica's charms did 
the knights of Charlemagne's court. I was ſo 
confounded and aſtoniſhed, that inſtead of receiv- 
ing Antonia with an eaſy air, and ſaying kind 


things to her; inſtead of complimenting ber fa- 
ther, upon being ſo fortunate in having ſo beau- 
tiful 


4 


ee 


tiful a daughter, I remained ſilent 1 could not 
ſpeak a ſingle word. Scipio, who perceived my 
condition, took upon him to ſpeak for me. and 
was at the whole expence of the praiſes I ſhould 
have beſtowed on this beautiful miid- As for 
| her, ſhe was not amazed at the figure I made in 
my night-gown and cap, but ſaluted me without 
being the leaſt out of countenance, and paid me 
a compliment which quite enchanted me, al- 
though there was nothing uncommon in it. 
However, while my ſecretary; Baſilio, and his 
daughter, were buſy in exchanging compliments, 
] came to myſelf; and as if 1 deſigned to make 
amends for my filly behaviour, went from one 
extreme to the other, Then 1 launched out in- 
to amorous diſcourſes, and ſpoke in fo ardent 
and hrely a manner to Antonia, that Bafilio 
was ſurpriſed at it, and viewing me as a per- 
ſon who would uſe all poſhble means to debauch- 
his daughter, haſtened her out of my apartment, 
reſolving perings that I ſhould never ſee her LED 
more. | 

| When Scipio and I were. e e bb by 
with a ſmile ſaid to me, here is another reſource - 
for you again melancholy, I did not imagine © 
| that your farmer had ſo beautiful a daughter; 
although I had been. twice at bis houſe, I never 
ſaw her before. He certainly muſt have been 3 
* a deal of pains in concealing her: and he is in 8 6. 
the right of i it; for by St. Francis, the'is a nice -Y 
bit. But, continued he, I ſuppoſe there is n> - 
occaſion to inform you of that, for you were {> 
amazed at the bght of ber, that you were quite 

| Cc 3 | dumb, 
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| dumb. I own it; ſaid Il; Ah! my boy, I ima- 


gined that I ſaw ſome heavenly creature : ſhe 


inflamed me in an inſtant, and darted an arrow 


into my heart ſwiſter than lightning. 


I am pleaſed, replied Scipio, that love has ta- 
ken poſſeſſion of you at laſt / you ſtood in need 


of nothing for to enjoy deres happineſs in your 
retirement but a miſtreſs: thank God you are 
now provided with all kinds of conveniences. I 
am ſenſible, purſued he, that we will have a good 
deal of difficulty to be too hard for Baſilio's vi- 
gilance, but leave that to me; I will anſwer, 
that before three days are gone, I will get you a 
ſecret meeting with Antonia Mr Secretary, 
faid I, it is probable that you may not be able 
to make good your promiſe, which is what I do 
not intend making trial of; 1 do not deſign to 
attempt the virtue of this {enable young woman, 
who appears to me to merit my thinking otber- 
wiſe in her favour, Wherefore, inftead of de- 
manding it of your zeal, that you ſhould aſſiſt me 
in diſhonouring her, my intention is, by your 
| help, td make her my wife, provided another has 
not got poſſeſhon of her heart. I never thought, 
ſaid Scipio, that you would determine for mar- 
rying in ſuch a hurry : few country gentlemen 


in your place would deal in ſo.honourable a man- 


ner; they would have no honeſt defigns upon 
Antonia till they had tried all others without 


ſucceſs, But nevertheleſs, continued he, do not 


think tha: I diſapprove of your love, or that 1 


have any intention to put you off your de- 
bgn; Antonia is delerving of the honour you 


intend 


W 
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and probably with herſeltf. 


ſecretly to viſit Bafilio, and came to me in my 
cloſet towards the evening, where I impatient- 
I waited for him. He looked very chearful, 


ſoon enjoy the height of all my wiſhes. Les, 
my dear maſter, replied hey evety thing is fa» 


deſirous of becoming his ſon-in-lawz and I can 
graces, O ye gods! ſaid I, interrupting him, 
and quite overjoyed ; what, am I ſo fortunate as 
indeed heard her ſay fo, but when the was in- 
fulneſs of her looks diſcovered it; nevertheleſs, 
cried I, haſtily, turning pale. Be not diſturbed 
pour miſtreſs's heart; it is your cook. Mr. Joa- 


chim. Ahl the rogue, faid I, falling a laugh» iſ 
ing; this is why he did not chuſe to go from | A 


6 1 L 5 1 A ar 


intend ber, if ſhe can give you a heart. chat is 
not engaged, and is ſenſible of your generofity. 
This I will endeavour. to be informed of this very 
dap, by the diſcourſe I will have with the hn 5 


My ſecretary was a — very 8 in 
diſcharging whatever he took in band; he went 


from which I drew a good omen. If I may 
give any credit, ſaid I, to your ſmiling counte- 
' nance, you are come to inform me that I ſhall 


- 


vourable. I have been with both Baſilio and 
his daughter, and have informed them of your 
deſigns. The father is delighted at your being 


make you certain that you are in Antonia's good 
to pleaſe that lovely young woman? Certainly, 
replied he, ſhe loves you already. I have not 
formed of our intention, the gaiety and chear - 
continued he, you have got a rivals. A rival! 
at that, ſaid he; this rival will never rob you of _ ; j 
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me. It muſt be fo, replied Scipio; he. two or 
three days ago demanded Antonia in meer, 
and ſhe as politely reſuſed him 
Wich regard to your better advice, ert it fait, 
replied I, I think the beſt thing we can do is to 
get quit cf that gentleman, before he hears of 
my intention of marrying, Bafilio's daughter 3 


ron morning before he ſets to work, and then 
you may quiet yourſelt both about his ſauces and 
his love. However, loſing ſuch a good cook vexes 
me a great deal; but it does not ſignify, I will 


rable; I will order a cook from Valencia, who 
will do as well as he. Upon which I immedi- 
ately wrote -to Don Alphonſo, and acquainted 
bim that I wanted a cook; and accordingly the 
very next day he ſent me one, who immedi- 


ately conſoled my ſecretary for nes de- 
- parturee 


ſaw that Antonia was pleaſed at the bottom of 
her heart, at the thoughts of having made a con - 
queſt of her maſter, I could not entirely depend 
on his account; I was afraid he had allowed him - 

ſelf to be deluded by falſe appearances ; and in 
order to be certain of what I had to rely on, de- 


- termined. to go and viſit the amiable Antonia 
- myſelf. _1 immediately repaired to Baſilio, and 
confirmed to him what 885 leeretary had been 

5 


you know a cock may be a dangerous rival. Lou 
are in the right of it, replied Scipio, we muſt. 
get 11d of him; 1 will make him march to- mor- 


ſacrifice my palate to your ſatety. You need not 
be very ſorry for his loſs, ſaid 1, it is not irrepa- 


Although Scipio bad infolmel me Abet he: 


Nan, or rages OE? 
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telling him. The honeſt farmerz- a very good 
man, and full of ſincerity, after having very at- 
tentively liſtened to me, affured me, that he 
would beſtow his daughter on me with the greats - 


_ eſt pleaſure imaginable z but, continued he, do 
not think that it is becauſe you are lord of the 


manor ; I ſhould prefer you before any other 
ſuitor that might offer, although you were {till 
only ſteward to the lords of Leyva. I always 
liked you, and the only thing that I am forry for 
is, that Antonia will not bring you a large for - 
tune, I do no want any, replied I; her perſon 
is the only riches I defire. | There is no occaſion 
for that, ſaid be; Lam not of that way of thinks 
ing; I am not ſo poor, as to marry my daughter 


in that faſhion, Baſilio de Buenotrigo, thank 


God, can give his daughter a portion; and 4 am 
determined, that if you find her a dinner, that 
ſhe ſhall provide you a ſupper : in ſhort, the ins 
come of this manor is but five hundred ducats 
per annum, and on account of this anerk. I 
will make it amount to a thouſand. | : 
My dear Baſilio, ſaid I, that hall be jutze as 

you think proper; we ſhall not fall out about 
intereſt; we are both agreed; all that I have 
now to. do is to get your daughter's: content. 
You have mine, ſaid he, that is enough. I do 
not think ſo, replied I; as it was proper that [ 
ſhould have yours, ſo is it alſo that I ſhould have 
hers, Hers depends ſolely upon mine, reſum- 
ed he; I wiſh I could ſee her refuſe. Antonia, © 
reſumed J, in obedience to your paternal autho- 
rity, is no doubt ready to obey your commands; 

Cs but 
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but perhaps ſhe may not willingly do it on this 
occaſion; and were ſhe ever ſo little againſt the 
match I ſhould never pardon myſelf for having 
been the occaſion of making her unhappy. In 
ſhort, obtaining her. hand with your conſent is 
not ſufficient for me, unleſs her heart go freely 
along with it, Oh! by out Lady, ſaid Baſilio, 
I do no: know the meaning of all theſe difficul- 
ties; ſpeak to her yourſelf, and you will find that 
the wants above all things to be your wife. Ha- 
ving thus ſpoke, he called his was. mpaod. and left 
her in the room with me, 
That I might make the moſt of ſuch precious 
time, 1 came immediately to the point: Amia- 
ble Antonia, faid 1, let me know my fate; al- 
though-your father bas been ſo kind as to give 
me his conſent, don't think that I intend taking 
advantage of that, to do an injury to your incli- 
nation. Delightful as the poſſeſſion of you may 
be, I will renounce it, if you ſay that I mult owe 
it to your obedience only. I cannot lay Any ſuch 
thing, replied the ; your addrefſes gives me too 
much pleaſure to make me uneaſy, and inſtead of 
being ditpleaſed at my father's choice, I approve 
of it. I cannot fay, continued the, whether I do 
wrong or not in talking to you in this manner; 
but it i did not like you, I would make free to 
fay to to you; why then thould I not as Ee 
own the contrary to you f * 
The hearing of theſe words gave me a great 
deal of pleaſure; I ſet ene knee to the ground, 
and in the height of my joy taking one of ber 
eine hands, 1 kiſſed it with an ait full of 


tenderneſs 
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c and paſſion. Amiable Antonia, faid 
* your frankneſs enchants - me; proceed in the 

- fame unconſtrained behaviour, imagine that it is 

= your huſband that you are talking to, and reveal. 

| your mind freely to him without reſerve. May _ 

I then flatter myſelf that it will give you pleaſure - 
to ſee your fortuns joined to mine? Bafilio 
coming in when 1 had thus ſaid, hindered me 

from proceeding any farther. Eager to know 
what anſwer: his daughter had given me, and ful?“ 
| ly determined to reprove her, had ſhe ſhewn the 
| leaſt diſlike to me, Well, ſaid he, how do you 
| like Antonia? 80 well,. replied I, that I will 

go and make the preparations that are tequiſite 

for our nuptials. So ſaying, I took leave of the 

father and daughter, to go and adviſe with Sci- 

pio upon ee 
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7. Niptials of Gil-Rlas and the e 
the Manner in which they were ſoſemnized; 
with what Rejuicings they were attended, ande 
what . y were preſent at them. 


| Serie eden lag I had no 1 to apply: 
to the Lords of Leyva for their permiſhon ' 
to take a wife, yet both my ſecretary and my- 
ſelf were of gpinion,, that with good manners 1 
could not do leſs, than let them KBOW-MY delign: 
15 C. 6. 


of marrying Antonia; and even out of compli- 


ment aſk their conſent. #3331 
Upon this I immediately beiten to Valen- 


eia, where they were as much amazed to ſee me 
return in ſo ſhort a time, as to hear the occaſion 
of my journey. Don Cæſar and Don Alpbon - 


fo having ſeen Antonia frequently, were ac - 
quainted with her, and congratulated me on ha- 
ving choſen her for a wife. Don Cæſar in par- 
ticular-complimented me thereupon, ſo that had 
I not imagined him to be a gentleman paſt 


certain amuſements, I ſhould have thought that 
he went ſometimes to. Lirias'to ſee his farmer's 
pretty ter, rather than to view 25 little 


eſtate. 


Seraphina, ad having told me tha he would 
do every thing in her power in what ſhould re- 
late to me, ſaid, that ſhe had heard Antonia 
greatly commended ; but, added ſhe maliciouſ- 


Iy, and as it were to reproach me with the in- 


difference with which I bad repaid signiora ge - 


Phora's paſſion, if I had not heard a great deal 


of her beauty, I could have trusted to Ions ; for I 


know you are not eaſy pleaſed. 


Don Cæſar and his ſon not ovly ede 
my deſign of marrying Antonia, but told me that 
they would defrav the whole charges of it+bid- 
diny me go back to Lirias, and remain there ſa- 


_ tisfied till I (hou!d hear again from them. Make 
no prepatatious for your marriage, ſaid they, 
leave that to our management. According 
to their defire I returned to my eſtate, and 
"acquainted Baſilio and his daughter with what 
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our patrons deſigned ; after which we waited as 
| patiently as we n all. we ſhould hear e 
chm 80 
We e no news ke” bh chi hal cgi. 
Son however, on the ninth we' ſaw a coach 
drawn by four mules arrive, full of - mantua ma- 
kers, who brought rich ſilks to decorate the bride, 
and were attended by ſeveral footmen, riding 
likewiſe upon mules. One ot them brought me 
a letter from Don Alphonſo,” wherein that gen- 
tleman acquainted me, that he intended being at 
Lirias the next day, with his father. and lady, 
and that the martiage- ceremony ſhouk be cele- 
brated the following morning by the Grand Vi- 
car of Valencia. agreeable to which, Don Ce ©. 
ſar, with bis ſon and Seraphina, came the next 
day, with the clergyman, in a coach and fix, 
hories, preceded by another with four horſes, in 
which were Seraphina's nnen, and 20 · 
companied by the governor's guards. ; 
No ſooner had Don «Iphonſo's lady come in- 
to the houſe, than fhe grew very impatient to ſee 
Antonia, who on her fide was no ſooner told 'of 
Serapbina's arrival, than ſhe came immediately 
to pay her compliments to her: this the did in 
ſo genteel a manner, that ſhe. made the whole 
company admire her. Well, Madam, ſaid Don 
Cæſar to deraphina, What do you think of An- 
tonia? Could Gil Blas have made a better 
choice? + Nog replied Seraphina, they are both 
deierving of each other; and thry certainly will 
be ery happy together. lu fine, every one 
Praited my intended * but it they applaud- 
ws 4 0 ed 
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ed her greatly when ſhe had only a plain habit, 
they were yet much more delighted with her 
when ſhe appeared in a richer dreſs. Her mien 
was ſo noble, and her carriage ſo eaſy, that one 
would have imagined that ſhe had been accuſe 
tomed to have always wore ſuch . 
The happy moment being come, in which 1 
was to ſee my fortune joined to hers by a happy 
marriage, on Alphonſo took me by the hand, 
and conducted me to the altar, whilſt the bride 
bad the ſame honour paid her by Seraphina. In 
this order we went to the chapel belonging to the 
village, where the Great Vicar attended to mar- 
ry us; and the ceremony was performed amidſt 
the united applauſes of the inhabitants of Lirias, 
and all the wealthy farmers in the neighbour- 
hood, whom Baſilio had invited to his daughter's 
marriage. Their daughters. came along with 
them, who had dreſſed themſeives up with rib» 
bons and flowers, and each of them had tabors in 
their hands, We came back afterwards to my. 
houſe, where, by the management of Scipio, the 
ſuperirtendant of the feaſt, we found three ta- 


bles penteelly ſet out; one for the noble men, an- 


other tor their attendants, and a third, which 
was much the largeſt, for all thoie who had been 
invited. Antonia, by the defire of Seraphina, 
fat at the firſt table; I did the honours of the 
ſccord; and Bafilio ſeated himſelf at the third 
with his country neighbours. As for my ſecre- 
tary, he did not ſit at any of them, he only went 
about from one to the other, employing Ron 
in Wenz and pleaſing * . 
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The dinner was 3 by the governor's 
own cooks, ſo that eyery thing could not fail of 


being right. The excellent wines of which Mr. 


Joachim had laid i in a great plenty, were drunk in 


abundance, the company began to grow merry, 
and mirth and jollity reigned every where, when 
we were all of a ſudden interrupted by an acci» 
dent which frighted me. Scipio being in the 


hall, where I fat at table with Don 4lphonſo's | 
principal officers, and Seraphina's women, faint- 
I immediately got up to go to 


ed on a ſudden. 
his aſſiſtance, and whilſt I was buſy in bringing 


him to himſelf, one of the women” fell into 4 | 


ſwoon. All the company imagined that there 


muſt be ſome myſtery in the ſudden ſwooning 
of theſe two, as indeed it was occaſioned by one 


which was not long in being cleared up. For 


Scipio recovering in a ſhort time, ſaid to me in 
a low voice 3 Good Gods! why muſt the hagph- : 


eſt of your days be the moſt unpleafing of mine! 


he. 
my wite again. 


W hat is this I hear, ſaid L can it be FT ? What, 
are you the huſband of that lady that fell into a 


ſwoon at the ſame time with you? Tes, Sir, 
replied he, I am her huſband, and I ſwear that 


fortune could not play me a more baſe trick, than 


to bring her to my fight again. Friend, ſaid I, 
I am ignorant of the occaſion that you may have 


to complain ot your wife; but whatever reaſon 


ſhe bas given you, for God's ſake, at this pre- 
ſent time, put lome conſtraint * yourlelby: jt 


5 


but there is no ſhunning one's deſtiny, continued 
I have among Setaphina's women Ju ſeen 


a 
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you have any regard for me. do not diſquiet the 

whole company, by giving way to your reſent · 
ment. You ſhall bave no reaſon to find fault 
with me, replied Scipio, you ſhall be a nag 
whether I can difſemble or not. 

He had no ſooner ſaid this, than he came to- 
wards his wife, whom her companions had alſo 
brought to herſelf, and embracing her with as 
much affection as if he actually had been pleaſed 
with ſeeing her again: Ah! my dear, ſaid he, 
does heaven then unite us again, after having. 
been ſeparate ten years? O bleſſed minute! ſays 
he, the happieſt of all my life! I am not cer» 
tain, ſaid his wiſe, whether you really are glad 
of having found me again; but this I am well 
aſſured of, that I gave you no reaſon to leave me. 
W hat ! one night you found me with Don Fer- 
nando de Leyva, the lover of my miſtreſs Julia, 
whoſe paſſion I ſerved, and you took a notion 
that I hearkened to him, at the expence of your 
| honour and mine; therefore your brain wis 
turned with - jealouſy; you lett Toledo, and 
ſhunned me like a monſter, without condeſcend- 
ing to aſk me to come to an explanation pon 
that head. I would fain know which ot us two 
has the greateſt occaſion to blame the other, You, 
certainly, replied Scipio. Yes indeed, iays ſhe, 
it is me. Don Fernando a ſhort time after you 
were gone from Toledo married Julia, whom I 
was with as long as the lived and fince ſhe 
died, I have been with my lady her iter. who, 
as well a+ all her women, will inform you of wy 
| TRY behaviour. 
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Scipio; at this Atbeurle, the untruth of which | 
be could not prove, behaved in a very becoming 
manner. Once. more, ſaid he to his wife, beon- = 
feſs that Jam in the wrong, and aſk forgiveneſs = 

of you before this good company. Then I plead IF 
in his behalf, and begged Beatrice to forget what 
was paſt, aſſuring ber, that her huſband ever af- 
ter would firive to make her amends" for it. She 
_ conſented to my ſolicitations; and wil the com- 
pany approved of the re- union of this long ſepa- 
rated couple. That it might be the better ce 
lebtrated, they cauſed them to fit next one ano- 
ther at the table, and drank their heakhe: in fine, 
every one complimented them, and endeavoured = 
who ſhould pay them the greateſt honour; ſo that 
one would have imagined that the feaſt had been 
made rather on aCcoumnt of their? OY 
than of my marriage. 1 i 
be third table was the Gelt that broke uhh | 
the young lads got up to dance withithe cout» 
try girts, who, with the noiſe of their tabors, 
ſoon brought the company of the other rooms '#> 
bout them; and animated them with the deſire 
of fotoipitiy their example. Every body was 
preſently in motion; the governor's officers be- 
gan by dancing with Heraphina's women, after 
which the rbb themſelves mingled in a- 
mongſt the dancers. Don Alphonſo 'took out 
-  Seraphina, and dariced a faraband with ber, and 
Don Ca far danced another with Antonia, who 
came afterwards and took me out, and ſhe dan- 
ced very well, conſidering that ſhe had juſt 
e the grounds of it at one of her triends at 
| Albarazin. 
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Albatazin. Ass for * who, as I have dy 
mentioned, had been taught to dance at the 


Mlarchioneſs de Chaves's, the whole company 
looked upon me as an excellent. dancer. And 
for Beatrice and Scipio, they liked better to have 


a little private converſation, than to dance, that 
they might relate to each other what had hap- 


pened ſince their parting; but Seraphina inter- 
rupted their converſation, and being juſt ac- 


quainted with their reconciliation, deſited that 


they might be brought to her, that ſhe might ex- 


preſs her joy thereupon. It is an addition to 


my pleaſure, ſays he, children, on this day of 


rejoicing to\ ſee you two reſtored to each other. 
Friend Scipio, ſaid ſhe, I return you your ſpouſe, 
and affare you that ſhe has always behaved her- 


ſelf well: live here with her happily. And 


you, Beatrice, devote yourſelf to Antonia, and 
be as much attached to her as your huſband is 
to the ignior de Santillane. Scipio after this 
could not avoid looking upon his wife but as an- 


other Penelope, and promiſed to behave to Yor 
with due reſpec. 


The young men and women having ated 
all day, went home to their reſpective houſes. 
but the rejoicing went on at my ſeat, whrie an 
excellent lupper was prepared ;. and when it was 


time to retire to reſt, the Grand Vicar, bleſſed the 


marriage · bed, Seraphina undreſſed the | bride, 


and the gentlemen of Leyva did me the ſame ho- 
nour. What was diverting enough, on Al- 
phonſo's oflice;s and Seraphina's maids chuſing 


to amuſe themſelves, took into their heads 
| ; that = 
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that Beatrice and Scipio ſhould d. the aeg 
ceremony performed to them; who, in“ order 
to make the ſcene; the more diverting, very 


gravely allowed them to undreſs them * * 
them to bed. N 1 n 


"11 
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the day after my marriage, after having 
given me a thouſand new proofs of their eſteem 
ſo that Scipio and I were left alone at Huy WAA | 
with our wives and ſervants. _ | 15 
We both took a deal of pains to n our 
wives, and it was not in vain. I in a very ſhort 
time inſpired my wife with as much love for me 
as I had for ber; and Scipio by his good tem- 
per ſoon made his ſpouſe forget the vexation he 
had cauſed her. Beatrice, who was of an obli- 
ging pliant temper, had not a great deal of diffi- 
culty to gain her new miſtreſs's good graces and 
confidence: in fine, good agreement ſubſiſted 
among us all four, and we began to enjoy a con- 
dition worthy to be envied: every day glided a- 
way in the molt. delightful amuſements. An- 
tonia was naturally ſerious, but Beatrice and I _ 
were very gay ; and indeed if we had been o- 
N 
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wet o ile, Scipio? s preſence was ſufficient to have 
drove away melancholy from us. He was an 
excellent perſon or ſocfety; one of thoſe droll 
- fellows, whoſe appearance 1s Oy to enter- 
tain a company | 

One day after dinner we took a he to go 
a zbd take our afternoon's nap. in the moſt plea- 
ſant pait of the wood; Scipio was in ſuch a 
good humour, that by his entertaining couverſa- 
tion be baniſhed all defire of fleeping from us. 
Be Glent, friend, ſaid I, or ſince you prevent us 
from taking our reſt, entertain us with ſome ſto- 
ry worthy our hearing. That I will, Sir, an- 
ſwered he, Would you like to have the ſtory of 
King Pelagio related to you ? I would like bet 
ter to hear your own, replied I ; but that is a 
pleaſure you have never favoured me with yet, 
and 1 fancy never will. And whoſe fault is it? 

ſaid he. If I have never yet recounted to you 
the hiſtory of my life, it is becauſe you never ap- 
peared to have the leaſt delice to hear it; there» 
fore it is not my blame if you are yet unacquain» 
ted with my adventures; and it you have the 
leaſt deſire to know them, I am ready to ſatisfy 
you 'whenever you think proper. We took him 
at his word, and placed ourſeives in order to hear 
his hiſtory, which would either entertain us, or 
make us fall aſleep. 

Had I had my own choice, faid Scipio, 1 
would have been the ſon of ſome great perſonage, 
or at leaſt of ſome knight of the order of St. 
Jago or Alcantara; but as we have not the 11». 
berty olf chuſing our fathers, you muſt know that 
122 . 82 f L 
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J am the ſon of Torribio Scipio, an honeſt ſol- 
dier belonging to the. holy brotherhood of St. 
 Hermandad. As he was going back and forward _ 


on the highway, where his profeſſion cauſed him 


moll conſtantly to be, he by accident met a young, 


gypſey between Cuerca and Toledo, whom he 
thought very beautiful. She was alone, and on 
foot, and carried her whole fortune with her in 
a knapſack. My dear, how far do you go with 
that burden? faid he, foftening his voice, which 
was naturally rough. Signior cavalier, anſwers 
ed ſhe, I am going to Toledo, where I expect to 
gain an honeſt livelihood at one thing or ana= 
ther. Your intention is very laudable, ſaid he, 


and I make no doubt but that you have more 


than one ftring to your bow. Yes, heaven be 


praiſed, replied ſhe, I have many talents; I 


can make excellent pomatums and eſſences 
for the ladies; I can tell fortunes, make the 
fieve turn up the ſheers to find things that 


have been loſt; and likewiſe ſhew-any body 


what they ws to lee in a e or a ou of 
waters ff e 

Torribio thinking that tech a young woman. 
would make an excellent wife for a perſon like 
him, who could ſcarcely live by his employment, 
though he was very expert at it, propoſed to 


marry her, and ſhe accepted of the propoſal; up- 


on which they proceeded as faſt as poſhble to Lo- 
edo, where they were married; and in me you 
ſee the worthy fruits of this noble union. They 
took a houſe in the ſuburbs, where my mother 
began to fell her . and eſſences: : but 

. 


| 
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Ending this branch not profitable enough, ſhe ſet 
up fortune-telling. Then ſhe got abundance of 
money; a number of dupes of both ſexes ſoon 
cried up Coſcolina's reputation; io my mother 
the gypſey was called. People were coming e- 
very day to get her to uſe her {kill for tbem; 
ſometimes it was a girl wanted to know whether 
a cavalier who had promiſed her marriage, and 


bad given her ſubſlantial proofs of his love, would 


perform his promiſe; and ſometimes it was a 


poor nephew wanted to know when his uncle, 


whoſe ſole heir he was, would take his journey 
for the other world. h | 
You may eaſily imagine that my mother's pro- 


phecies were always in favour of the perſons who 


took her advice; if they ſhould chance to be 
right, ſo much the better, and if they came to 
find fault with her for foretelling them the con- 


- trary of what had come to paſs, ſhe would an- 


ſwer coldly, that they muſt attribute it to the 
devil, who, notwithſtanding all the conjuration - 
ſhe had made uſe of to get him to reveal what 
would come to paſs, was lometimes ſo _ nature 
ed as to cheat her. | | : 

Wren, for the honour of her e my 
mother thought it neccflary that the devil ſhould 
appear in her operations, Lorribio Scipio always 
performed that part, which he acted very weill; 
the hoarſeneſs of his voice, added to the uglineſs 
of his face, gave him an air that ſuited what he 


| _ repreſented. People that were the leaſt credu» 


lous were always frighted by my father's hides. 
ous figure, But uniuckily one day there came 
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a putin fellow of a captain, Who would eb 0 
ſee the devil, and as ſoon as he appeared. he run 
him through the body. No ſooner had the in⸗ 
quiſition heard of the-' devil's death, than they 


ſent their officers to Coſcolina, whom th e 


ed, and likewiſe all her effects, and I was put 
into the hoſpital of Los Ninos “, being then but 
ſeven years of age. There were ſome charitable 
clergymen in that houſe, who being well paid 
for edutating poor orphans, were at the trouble 
to teach them to read and write. They imagin- 
ed that they perceived ſomething promiſing in 
me, and on that account made choice of me to go 
their errands. I carried their letters and meſ / 
ſages into the city, and was conſtantly going ts 
one place or other. They choſe me to make 
their reſponſes at maſs. To recompenſe me for 
theſe little ſervices, they undertook to teach me 
Latin; but they went about it in too rude a 
manner, and treated me with ſo much rigoury 
notwithitanding 1 was in ſuch uſe to them, 
that not being able to bear it, one fine day 
when 1 was ſent an errand, I ran away, and 
inſtead of coming back to the hoſpital, I went 
quite out of Loledo, ws 0! ſuburbs that 1 to 
Seville. | | 
Though | was not yet nine years of age, 1 410 
ready felt how agreeable it was to be free, and 
maſter of my own actions. Indeed I had nei- 

tber money nor bread, bu: I did not mind that, 
as 1 had no lefſon to ſtudy; nor themes to com- 5 
| Keno . 
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poſe. After walking about two hours, my little 
legs began to tire; I had never as yet made ſo 
long a journey; wherefore I was obliged to ſtop 
and reft myſelf. I fat down under a tree, that 
bordered upon the bighway; and there, to a- 
muſe myſelf; took out my accidence, which hap» 
pened to be in my pocket, and divertingly ran it 
over; but afterwards, remembring how often 1 | 
had been whipped in learning it, I tore. out all 
the leaves, and cried out in a rage: Ah! thou 
dog of a book, I ſhall never weep again on thy 
account, Whilſt I was. thus ſatisfying my' re- 
venge, in ſtrewing the ground about with de- 
clenſions, conjugations, moods, and tenſes, &c, 
there paſſed that way a hermit with a long white 
| beard, a large pair of ene on his noſe, and 
a very venerable air. | 
He approached near me; and if be olferved 
me very attentively, I examined him alſo from 
bead to foot. My little man, faid he to me with 
a ſmile, methinks we ſeem to look at one ano- 
ther with great attention; and I believe we 
ſhould not do amiſs to live together in my her- 
mitage, which is not above two hundred paces 
from hence. [am your humble ſervant, anſwers 
ed I haſtily, I have no manner of mind to turn 
| hermit, This anſwer of mine made the good 
old man burſt into a fit of laughter, and, ems» 
bracing me, ſaid: My dreſs, fon, ought not to ter- 
rify you; though it is not agreeable, it is profi - 
table: it makes me lord of a delightful retreat, 
and of the neighbouring villages, whoſe inhabi- 
tants eſteem, or rathet adore me. Come along 
5 with 
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with me, continued he, Iwill dreſs; you like my- 


ſelf. If you like it, you ſhall ſhare with me 1n 
the pleaſures of the life I lead; and jf it is diſa- 


grecable to you, I will not only give you free li- 
berty to be gone, but you may depend upon it, 
that at our parting I will not fail to do vou u 


good. 
Il I ſuffered 8 at lad to be perſanded hy 
him, and followed the old hermit, who aſked 


me ſeveral queſtions, which I anſwered. with a 


ſincerity which I have not always carried ſince. 
W hen we arrived at the hermitage, he gave me 


{ome fruit, which I devoured | greedily, having 
faſted the whole day. The anchorite ſeeing me 


ply my jaws fo well, ſaid, Courage my boy, do 


not ſpare my fruit; thank Heaven, I have a 
good ſtock thereof: I did not bring you here 
to let you die with hunger. He was as good as 


his word; for, about an hour after our ar- 
rival, he kindled a fire, ſpitted a leg of mut 


ton; and, whilſt I turned the ſpit, ſer out a 
ſmall table, on which he laid a napkin, that 


was pretty dirty, and two plates (one for him, 
and the other for me,) with knives, and forks. 


As ſoon, as the meat was ready, he drew it 


off the ſpit, and cut off a few: pieces for our 


ſupper, which was not a horſe's: meal, ſince we 
drank ſome excellent wine, of which he had a- 


bundance. Well, my chicken, ſaid he, when 


he had riſen from table, are you conteuted with 


my commons? Thus you ſhall. be treated evecy 


day, if vou will ſtay with me. Besides, you. 
os ihall only do what nen proper in this herr 
Veit.. 2 W 
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mitage. All I all require of you is, that you 
| accompany me every time I go ſeeking alms in 
the neighbouring villages; you will ſerve to 
lead a little afs with two panniers, which the 
"charitable peaſants uſually fill with eggs, bread, 
meat, and fiſn: this is all I defire of you I 
will do any thing you think proper, ſaid I, pro- 
vided you will not oblige me to learn Latin, 


AD Friar Chryſoſtom (ſo the hermit was called) 
. could not refrain from ſmiling at my fincerity, 

B and affured me anew, that he WE not age to 

i where” my inclinations. © © COLETTE 


We ſet out the very next day with he: little 
EY which I led by the halter, and we were 
very gladly received; every countryman taking 
pleaſure to put ſomething into our panniers. 
One threw in a whole loaf, another a ſwinging . 
piece of bacon, a third a gooſe ſtuffed, and a 
fourth a partridge. In ſhort, we catried home 
more proviſions than was ſufficient for a week, 
which plainly ſhewed how much the friar was 
beloved by the country people. It is true, he 
was very ſerviceable to them; be gave them ad- 
vice, whenever they came to aſk it; - be made 
peace in families where diſcotd reigned, and 
married the young maidens. Beſides this, he 
bad remedies for a vaſt number of diſtempers, 
and had particular prayers, of ſurprizing virtue, 
which he taught ſuch barren women - AS withed | 
to have childieb..! 5: 2 111 HSU, old 8 
You find, by what 1 bare en ſaid, ber 
I was well fed in this ſolitary dwelling; and my 
bed \ was not much worſe than my hop: 1 8 
3 ky ed 
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ed out at my eaſe upon good dai him with 
a ſoft cuſhion under my head; though the co» 


vering was but a coarſe woolen cloth, and a good 
warm quilt of the fame ſtuff to cover me, I flept 


ſoundly every night, without ever once waking? 


and Friar Chryſoſtom, who had promiſed me a 


hertnit's dreſs, made me one accordingly out of 


his old habits, and entitled me Little Friar 
Scipio. Being thus equipped, as ſoon as 1 ap- 
peared in the villages, in this garb, every one 


thought me ſo genteel, that the little aſs was 


yet heavier laden than before; all ſtriving who 5 
ſhould give | moſt to the little friar, ſo much 
were they pleaſed in "Tong me in that 


dress, 
The idle and lazy life I led with this 1 


could not fail of pleaſing a boy of my age; ac 


cordingly I was ſo fond of it, that I ſhould 


have continued there (till, if the fates had not 
allotted me a quite different fortune: but my 


deitiny ſoon tore me from idleneſs, and made 
me forſake Friar | Seen as you l 
hear. | $6 


I frequently perceived this reverend hermit 


work at the . cuſhion which ſerved him for a 


| Pillow ; he did nothing but untip it, and ſew 
it up again; and I obſerved one day that he put 


ſome filver inte it. This obſervation made me 


very anxious to ſee what treaſure was therein; 


which I reſolved to ſatisfy the firſt time he went 


to Toledo, whither he went always once a-week. 


IJ waited for that day with great impatience, 


tough without any other deſign, at that time, 
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than to ſatisfy my curioſity. At laſt the good 
man ſet out, and I unript his pillow, when I 
ſound therein to the value of fifty crowns, in 
different ſorts of coins, concealed e tuns 
weol with which it was filled. „ 
This treaſure, in all probability, was the. 
fruits of the gratitude of thoſe country people . 
whom the! hermit had cured by his remedies, 
and of thoſe women who had found the good 
effects of his prayers, in making them fruitful. 
Pe that as it will, I no ſooner ſaw that it was 
money, which I might ſecurely convert to my 
own uſe, than I began to diſcover myſelf of the 
true gypſey- breed. I bad a ſtrong defire to ſteal 
it; which could only be aſcribed, to the force 
of blood that ran in my veins. I yielded, with- 
out reſiſtance, to the temptation z whereſore, 
putting up the money in a bag, where we uſed 
to put our combs and night-caps, pulling off 
my bermit's habit, and reſuming that of the FF + 
orphan, I made the beſt of my way from the 1 
hermitage, imagining I had got all the riches | 
of the Indies in my bag. 
bus I have informed you of my firſt trial 
of buen, continued Scipio, and I doubt not but 
you expect to find it followed by a ſeries of ex- 
ploits ot the ſame nature. Your expeCtation 
will not be deceived ; 1 have ſeveral more pranks 
of the ſame nature to tell you, before I come 
to my laudable actions; but I ſhall come to 
them at laſt, and you will find by my relation, 
that a rogue may very well turn an honeſt man. 
Notwithitanding wy infaut years, I was not 
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fool enough to return to Toledo; that would 


% 


have been running the hazard of meeting Friar 
Chryſoltom, who would have made me reſtore 
bis hoard, very much to my diffatisfaction. 1 
took another road then, which led to a villages 
called Galves; there I ſtopt at an inn, the 
landlady whereof was a widow about forty years 
of age, who was endued with all the qualities 
requiſite for turning the penny: This honeſt 
woman (as will be hereafter ſeen) had no ſooner 


| looked upon me, than judging by my cloaths, | 


that I was a runaway from the orphan hoſpital, 
ſhe enquired who I was, and whither I intended 
to go? I told her, that, having loſt my parents, 
F was going in ſearch of a place, Can you read, 
child? ſaid ſhe, I affured her that I could 
not only read, but that I could make my lets 
ters, and even join them together after a faſhion; 
fo that it looked like writing; and that was 
enough for the buſineſs of a country tavern. I 
will hire you then, anſwered the landlady; you 

will be very uſeful to-me, and ſhall keep a re- 
gilter of all my debts both active and paſſive, 1 
thall give you no wages, continued ſhe, becauſe 


this inn is frequented by abundance of company, 


who always remember the ſervants 3 you may 

depend upon good perquiſites. 
accepted of her offer, reſerving to myſelfy; 
as you may well believe, the. privilege of chang- 
ing my quarters, as ſoon as ever the air of Galves 
ſhould be found not agreeable to my con- 
ſtitution. When I ſaw myſelf fixed in this 
place, I became very uneaſy, Iwas not willing 
D 3 EO it 
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it ſhould be known 1 had money; and knew not 


_—_ 


where to hide it, ſo as it thould be ſafe from 


any ſtrange hand. I was not yet well enough 


acquainted with the houſe, to truſt it in thoſe. 


Places that ſeemed to me the properelt to hide 


it. With what perplexity are riches attended ! 
I reſolved, at laſt, however, to put my bag in a 
corner of our hay-loſt, among ſome ſtraw ; and 
imagining it ſecurer there than any where elſe, 
I made myſelf as eaſy upon that head as poſſible. 
My miſtreſs had, in all, three ſervants; a 
ſtout lad to look after the ſtables; a young 


Galician wench; and myſelf. Fach of us 


made as much as we could of the travellers that 


ſlopt at our inn; they always gave me ſome- 


thing, when I carried in the reckoning - the 
hoſtler alſo received ſomething, for taking care 


of their beaſts : but for the young Galician, who 
was the idol of the muleteers who paſſed that 


way, ſhe got more crowns, than we did pence. 


No ſooner did I receive any thing, than 1 car- 


ried it directly to the bay loſt, to add to my 
treaſure ;z and the more | ſaw my riches increaſe, 
the fonder I grew of them: ſometimes I uſed 
even to kiſs my money, and contemplated it 


with ſach raptures, as none but miſers can com- 


prehend : in ſhort, the love I bad for my wealth 
uled to make me vilit it abe. forty times a- 
day. 


In my journey, I frequently met my miſtreſs 
upon the ſtairs; who being naturally very miſ- 
truſiful, was curious to know what. could make 
me go ſo often to the hay-loft. Accordingly 

| "me 
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ſhe ene and began to learch every 1 
ner, imagininge I might perhaps conceal there 
ſome things that I embezzled fiom her. In 
making this general ſearch, ſhe did not forget 
to remove the firaw that covered my bag, whichs 
at laſt, ſhe found. She immediately untied it; 
and ſeeing therein a good many erowns and pi- 
ſtoles, ſhe believed, or rath er pretended to believe, 
that I had, robbed her of. them; She ſeized it 
then without any ſcruples; after which, calling 
me little raſcal, and little knave, ſhe command- 
ed the hoſtler, who was her moſt obedient, to 
give me fifty good laſhes with a horſe-whip; 
and after having curried my hide ſo ſoundly, 
turned me out of doors, ſaying, ſhe would 
keep no rogues in her houfe. All my proteſ- 
tations that I had not robbed my miſtreſs were to 
no purpoſe: ſhe affirmed the contrary, and every 
one believed her ſooner than me: thus did Fri- 
ar Chryſoſtom's money paſs from the hands of a 
thieving knave, into thoſe of a pilfering flut. - -- 
I was as ſorry for the loſs of my tteaſure as 
one who bewails the loſs: of an only-ſon-3 and 
though my tears did not avail to recover me 
what I had been wronged of by the cheat of my 
miſtreſs, they at laſt excited the compaſſion of 
ſome perſons who beheld me weeping. Among 

thoſe was the Mate of Galves, who acciden- 
tally paſſed that; way, and ſeeming moved with 
my unhappy caſe, took me home with him to the 
parſonage houſe. I bere, to gain my confidence, 
or rather to pump me, be began to commiſerate 
"M hard fortune: How much this poorehild is 
| „ to 
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to be pitied! ſaid he; is it at alli to be wondered 


at, if being left to himſelf, at ſuch a tender age, 
he has been guilty of an ill action? even when 
men have much ado to abſtain from the ſame, 
during the whole courſe of out lives,” I hen 
addreſſing himſelf to me: From what part of 
Spain do you come, child'? (continued he, and 
what are your parents ? you ſeem to be a boy 
of a ereditable family; ſpeak freely, and ey 


pend upon it I will not abandon you. 


The curate, by this artful and PLS 
diſcourſe, induced me inſenſibly to diſcover to 
bim all my affairs, which I did fincerely, 1 
concealed nothing from him. Having heard all 
very attentively: Though it is not right, my 


boy, faid he, for hermits to hoard up money, 


that does not leſſen your fault: in robbing Fri · 
ar Chryſoſtom, you have nevertheleſs finned a- 
gainſt that article of the decalogue, which ſays, 
Thou ſhalt not ſteal 3+ but I will take upon my- 
ſelf to oblige the landlady to reſtore the money, 


and to have it remitted to the friar in his her- 


mitage; you may, from this aN ſet your 
conſcience to reſt upon that ſcore, That, I 


will honeſtly confeſs to you, was what never in 


the leaſt diſturbed me. But the curate, who 
had a defign in his head, did not ſtop. there: 
I am under ſome concern for yu, child, pur- 


| ſued he, and will provide you a good place; L_ 
will ſend you to-morrow morning, by a mule» 
teer, to my nephew, who is canon of the cathe - 
dral at Toledo, and will gladly receive you, at 
wn tequeſt, into the number of his foot · boys. 
5 They 


ET B HA -.- 


They all live like ſo many prieſts that have a fat 
benefice ; you may take my word for it, | 
you will be well uſed. | 
This aſſurance conſoled me ſo ls ow L 
no longer remembered either my loſt | treaſure, 
or my horſe whipping; I only thought of the 
pleaſure of living like a fat prieſt. Next morn- 
ing, whilſt I was at breakfaſt, a-muleteer arriv- 
ed at the parſonage, by the curate's orders, with 
two mules ſaddled and bridled. They helped 
me upon one of them, the muleteer leaped up- 
on the other, and we ſet out on the road to To- 
ledo. My fellow-traveller was a witty fellow, 
who deſired no better than to make himſelf mer- 
ry at his neighbour's expence: my little gentle- 
man, ſaid he, you have a worthy friend in the 
curate of Galves. He could not give you a bety 
ter proof of his affection, than in placing you 
with bis nephew, the canon, with whom I have 
the h -nour to be acquainted, and who is, un- 
doubtedly, the jewel of his chapter: he is not 
one of thoſe devout gentry, whole pale meagre 
countenances preach up mortification ;; he has a 
good jolly face, a freſh. complexion, and an 
honeſt look; in ſhort, he is a man who does 
not refuſe any pleaſure that comes in his way, 
and who, above all things, loves good cheer. 

| You will live in his houſe like a little prince. 
The raſcal of a muleteer, obferving that 1 
liſtened to him with abundance of ſatisfaction, 
went on in extolling the happineſs I ſhould enjoy 
when in the canon's ſervice, and inceflantly 
talked of it till we arrived at a village, named 
| D: 3: Obiſa, 
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Obiſa, where we ſtopt to give our mules a little 


reſt, As luck would have it, the muleteer, in 


going up and down the inn, by accident let a 
paper fall out of his pocket, which I was cun- 
ning enough to pick up, without his perceiving it, 
and found the means to read, whilſt he was buſy 
in the ſtable It was a letter to the prieſts of the 
orphan hoſpital, W the following words. 


- 


40 eee 


** 


«| Imagined that charity obliged me to wat 
46 


again into your hands a young villain, 


Who has run away from your hofpital ; he 


© ſeems to be very ſmart, and to deſerve your 
„having the goodneſs to keep him ſafe. I 
« doubt not but, by frequent correction, he 


«© will at laſt do will. That heaven may pre- 


« ſerve your reverences, and proſper your pious 
«and charitable endeavours, is the ſincere wiſh 
« of your friend, 
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Having TRE Jettet; which bind 
me of the curate's good intentions,. I was not a 
minute at a loſs what courſe to take: getting 
out of the inn, and running to the banks of the 
Tagus, above a league from thence, was but 
the work of one moment. Fear lent me wings 
to fly from the prieſts of the o:phan hoſpital, to 
which I was fully determined never to return, 
fo much did their way of teaching Latin difpleaſe 
me. „ . 
I made no ſtop till I got to Toledo; and be- 
= | ing 
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ing arrived thete, 3 . city with as 
much chearfulneſs, as if I had known where to 


go directly to fill my belly: it is true, it is a 


delightful city,” and one, whete a man of wit, 
who is obliged to live at another's expence, 
need not be afraid of dying with hunger. I had 
hardly got to the Great Square, when a gentle» 
man, well dreſſed, whom I paſſed cloſe by, pul- 
led me by the arm, and ſaid, Little boy, will 


you ſerve: me? L wiſh: I had ſuch a foot-boy- as 


you. And I would deſire no better than to 


have ſuch a maſter as you, replied I. If it be 


ſo, cried he, you ſhall be mine from this mo- 


ment, and need only follow. me directly; which 


1-did without making any reply. 


This new maſter of mine; 257 was called 


Don Abel, lodged ina very genteel apartment, 
which be hired ready furniſned. He was a 
gameſter by profeſhon, and we lived together 
in this manner. In the morning I cut him very 
ſmall as much tobacco as would fill five ot fix 
Pipes : I then cleaned his eloaths, and fetched 
him a barber to ſhave him, and turn up bis 
muſtachios, aſter which he went out, ran from 
one tennis- court to another, and never return - 


ed home till near midnight. But every morn - 


ing before he went abroad, he took out of his 
pocket three reals, which he gave me to bear 
my expences each day, leaving me atiliverty to 
do what I thought proper till ten-o*-clock:z--fors 
provided I was at our lodgingsd when he came 


home, he was very well ſatisfied with me. I : 


ao have obſerved before, that he had a hand- 
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ſome livery made for me, with which I looked 


very much like a little factor to the ladies f 


pleaſure: I was very much pleaſed with my con- 


dition, and certainly could never have found one 
more agreeable to my humour. 5 


I had already led this happy life n a 
month, when my maſter aſked me, if I liked his 
ſervice; and upon my anſwering, that I was 


very well pleaſed with it: Well then, faid he, 
we will ſet out to-morrow: for Seville, whither 


my affairs call me: you will not be diffatisfied 
with ſeeing this capital of Andaluſia. © He 
who has not ſeen Seville,“ ſays the proverb, 
has ſeen nothing.” I told him I was ready to 


follow him wherever he thought proper. Ac- 


cordingly, that very day, the Seville carrier 
came to our lodgings, and took away a large 
trunk, which held all my maſter's cloaths, and 
the next morning we departed for Andaluſia. 
My maſter Don Abel was ſo fortunate at play, 
that he never loſt but when he choſe himſelf; 


this obliged him often to ſhift his quarters, to 


avoid the reſentment of thoſe he had bubbled 
and this was the cauſe of our Journey to Seville, 
Being arrived at that city, we again took ready- 
furniſhed lodgings, in a houſe at no great di- 
flance from the gate that leads to Cordova, and 


began to live in the ſame manner as at Toledo, 
But my maſter found a prodigious difference be- 


tween theſe two cities; he met with gamelters 


at Seville, who played full as well at tennis as- 
himſelf, and with as good fortune; inſomuch 


that he frequently returned very melancholy. 
S OR 


f 9 | ; 
s 4 - * 
* A * . 1 3 * * 7 4 X * * . > 


One morning in particular, when he was 
ſtill very ſarly, on account of his having loſt an 


hundred piſtoles the day before, he aſked mg, 


why 1 tad not carried his tout linen to a wo- 


man who uſed to waſh and perfume it? I an- 


 Twered him, that I bad quite forgot it; upon 
which he flew into a paſlion, and gave me half a 
dozen ſuch ſevere ſlaps on the face, that he made 


me ſee more lights than ever were in the temple ' 
of Solomon: Take that, you little raſcal, ſaid 


he, to teach you to be more mindful of your 
buſineſs for the. future. 
at your heels to tell you what you have to do? 


why are you not as ready at your buſineſs as at 


your victuals ? cannot you, fince you are no 
fool, anticipate my orders, and do what is ne- 
cefſary to be done, without bidding? Thus fay- 
ing, he went out of his apartment, where he 
left me.very much mortified, at having received 
ſo many ſlaps on the face for ſo ſmall a tault. 

I cannot tell what adventure befel him, not 


long after in a tennis-court ; but one night he 


came home in a very great heat; Scipio, ſaid 
he, I am reſolved to take a trip to Italy, and 
ſhall enibark after to-morrow, on board a veſſel 


that is returning to Genoa; 1 have my reaſons. 


for Foing this voyage. I dare ſay you will not 
be againſt bearing me company, and taking ad- 
vantage of ſuch a fine opportunity, to fee the 
moſt delighttul country in the world. I told 
him, that the offer was very agreeable to me; 
but at the ſame time determined within myielf 
- on e whew he was to go on board, I 
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Muſt I be continually 
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thoopht E ſhould 55 thereby revenged on him, 
and fancied my deſign very ingenious. It pleaſ- 
ed me fo much, that I could not forbear com- 
municating it to a bully by profeſſion, whom I 
accidentally met in the ſtreet ; for I had got ac» 
quainted with ſome looſe companions fince my 
coming to Seville, and chiefly with the bully 
before mentioned. I told him then firſt, in 
what manner, and for what reaſon I had been 
beaten; after which, I informed him ot my 
intention of leaving Don Abel in the lurch, 
when he was upon the point of embarking, and 
then aſked him what he nee of my reſo- 
lution. | 
The bravo bent his beak while he liſtened e 2 
me, and turned up his muſtachios,” then blam- 
ing my maſter. with great gravity Little gentle- 
man, faid he, you are a Jad diſhonoured for ever, 
if you are ſatisfied with the trifling revenge you 
at preſent reſolve. on: it is not enough to let 
Don Abel depart by himſelf, that would not be 
puniſhment encugh ; you mult proportion your 
revenge to the greatneſs of the offence. Let us 
carry off his cloaths and money, which we will 
ſhare afterwards, like brothers, when he is gone. 
Although I had a natural inclination to ſtealing, | 
I was ſtartled at the propoſal of a robbery of this * 
importance. Neverthelets,, the arch thief, who 
propoſed it to me, did not leave me till he had 
perſuaded me to it; and you ſhall hear what 
was the ſucceſs of our hopeful enterprie. 
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The bully. who was a large robuſt wan, 
came to me next e in the twilight, to our 


lodgings 1 


% = 
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a lodgings; I Mee him NIE! trank 5 in which my 


maſter had already- packed up his cloaths, and 


| aſked him if he alone could carry a trunk ob 


ſuch great weight. 80 great a weight! ſaid 


he; know, that when it is to carry: off any 
thing of another man's, I would run away even 
with Noah's ark. Accordingly, having thus 


faid, he went to the trunk, eaſily laid it upon 
his ſhoulders, and went down ſtairs very nim 
bly. I followed him that inſtant; and we were 


juſt ſtepping into the ſtreet, when Don Abel; 


whom his propitious ſtars brought thither fo 


fortunately for Vin, appeared before us on a ſud- 
den. | = 


Where are you- going. with that wade ſaid 


he to me. His appearance ſo thunderſtruek me, | 
that I ſtood quite ſpeechleſs; and the bravo, find - 


ing we had miſſed our aim, threw down the trunk 
upon the ground, and ran away, to avoid com- 
ing to an explanation. Whither. were you go- 
ing then with that trunk? ſaid my maſter. to me 
a ſ.cond time. Sir, anſwered I; more dead than 


alive, I was going to. have it carried on board 


the veſſal, in which you are to embark to-mor= 
row for Italy. Ay, ZJir, [exclaimed he, do you 
kvow then which-si the veſſel Lam going in? 


No Sir, rejoined J, but whoever. has: a tongue 
may go to Rome. I ſhould have enquired at the 


harbour, and: ſomedpdy or W nale _ in 
formed Mme. 


At this anſwer, * en in 1 W 
ſuſpicioa of me, he looked ſternly at me; and [ 


ne he was going to threſh me again. By 
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whoſe orders, faid he, were you carrying my trunk 


out of this houſe? By your own; Sir, anſwer- 


ed I. Is it poſſible that you can have forgot: 
how you reprimanded me the other day? did not 
you tell me, when you cuffed me, that you. would 


have me anticipate your orders, and do of my 


own accord whatever was to be done for your 
ſervice? Accordingly it was in compliance with 


this injunction that I was caufing your trunk to be 


carried to the veſſel, On my ſaying this, the 


gameſter taking notice that I had more roguery 


in me than he had imagined, turned me off that: 


inſtant, and added with a grave air: Go, Mr, 


Seipio, heaven be your guide; I do not love to 
play with ſuch perſons as have ſometimes a card 


too few, and ſometimes one too many. Be- 
gone immediately, purſued he in another tone, 


for fear I ſhould make you dance without a 


fiddle. 


1 did not allow bien to bid me a ſecond time; 
J got away from him in an inſtant, being yy - 


to die for fear he ſhould make me pull off my. 
cloaths, which he fortunately left me. As I. 


went along the ſtreets, ſtudying where to get a 
lodging, with only two reals, which was all my* 


treaſure, I arrived at tbe gate of the Archbiſhop's 


palace: and as ſupper was then preparing for his 
Grace, there came ſuch an excellent ſmell out of 
the kitchen, that a good nofe might have ſcent - 


ed it at a league's diltznce. Zouks! ſaid I to 
myſelf, I could willingly make a ſhift with one 
of theſe ragouts that talute my noſe; I would 
be ſatisfied with only dipping in my four fingers 


and 
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and thumb. But let me. conſider; is it impoſſi 
ble to contrive fome way to taſte theſe dainties, 
of which I can now ſmell only the ſteam? Why 


not ? it does not ſeem to me imptacticable. 
therefore put my wits upon the 'rack, and after 
ſtudying for fome time, a ſtratagem came into 
my head, which I immediately put in executi- 


on, and which proved ſucceſsful. I ran in- 
to the court-yard of the archi-epiſcopal palace, 


and proceeding towards the kitchen, cried out 


as loud as ever I could: Help, help, for the 
Lord's fake | as if I hed: been rr . ſome 


murderer. 


Maſter Diego, "I Archibifhop's wenn 


hearing my cries, ran out with three or four 


ſcullions, to know the reaſon of ſuch an outery, 
and leeing nobody but me, enquired why I call- : 


ed out in that manner for help. Ah, Sir; au- 
ſwered I, with the figns of one heartily frighten» 
ed, I beſcech you, by St. Polycarp, to ſave me 
from the fury of a bully that wants to kill mes 


Where is this bully ? ſaid Diego; you are alone, 
I do not ſee fo much as a cat at your heels, Go, 
| child, go home, and lay aſide your fears; it 


was certainly ſomebody that had a mind to di- 
vert himſelf, by terrifying you 3. and he did ve» 


ry well not to follow you hither, for we ſhould 


at leaſt have cut off both his ears. No, no, re- 
plied I, it was not one that run after me in jeſt, 


it was a great rogue who wanted to ſtrip me, and 


Jam certain he is ſtill waiting for me in the 


ſtreet. He ſhall wait for you then a good while, 
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ſaid the cook; for you ſhall ſtay here till to- mor: 


row, and ſhall both ſup and lie bete. 


This laſt ſpeech of his quite. tran! ported me z 


and it was a delightful fight to me, when being 


conducted into the kitchen by Maſter Diego, I. 


ſaw the preparations for his Grace's ſupper. I 
reckoned up fiſteen perſons that were employed 


about it, but could not number all the diſhes 
that I beheld, ſo careful was providence, For. the 
Archbiſhop's family. Then it was, that having 


the full ſcent of the ragouts, which I had before 
only ſmelt at a diſtance, I began to underſtand 
high living. I bad the honour then to ſup and 


lie that night with the ſcullions; into whoſe: the.” 


vour I ingratiated myſelf fo far, that the next day, 
when I went to return Maſter Diego. thanks tor 


having ſo generouſly afforded me refuge, he ſaid 
to me, Our ſcullions have all told me, they 
ſhould be very glad for to have you ſor a com- 
panion, ſo much are they pleaſed with your 


good humour; on the other hand, would vo be 
willing to be their comrade? | I anſwered, that 


if I. were. once ſo happy, I ſhould think: myſelf at 
the height of all my wiſhes. It that be the caſe, - 


friend, reſumed he, look upon you: ſelf from this 


moment as one of the Archbiſhip's family, Lbus - 


ſaying, he took me with him, and, preſented. 10 
0 


to the major - domo, who, by my ſprighily lo 
judged me worthy of. being received into the 


number of the lick-diſhes. * : 


As ſoon as I was ſettled. in this Mable 
employment, Maſter Diego; according to. the 
Jaudable cuſtom of cooks of great houſes, who al- 
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ways ſend abalidines; of proviſion ſecretly. to 
their favourites, pitched upon. me; to carry. to a 
gentlewoman in the neighbourhood | ſometimes 
loins of veal, ſometimes wild fowls, and at others 
tame. This good lady was a widow about thir= 
ty years of age, very genteel and ſprightly; and 
one who had. all the appearance of not being 
ſtrictly faithful to her kind provider,, Maſter Dis 
ego, however, was not contented with ſupplying 
her with meat, bread, ſugar, and oil; he likewiſe 
ſent her plenty of wine: and all this was at the 
expence of his Grace the Archbiſhop. | 
I became quite chearful in bis Grace's palaces 
where I played a droll triek, Which is ſtill res» 
membered at Seville. I he pages, and ſome Qs 
ther domeſtics, in order to celebrate the anni- 
verſary of the Archbiſhop's birth-day, took in- 
to their. heads to act a play. They choſe 


that of Benavides, and as they wanted a boy of 


my age, to tepreſent the young king. of, Leon, 


they pitched upon me. The mazor-domo, Who 
vaiued himſelf upon being a compleat oratot, 
took upon himſelf to inſtruct me; and, after ha- 


ving given me ſome leſſons, declared that IL 
ſhould not be the worſt actor: in the babes a 
ny. 1 

As his Gries was at N e anpenity * oe 
entertainment, no colt was ſpared to render it 
magnificent: a ſtage was erected in the largeſt 
hall in the palace, which wanted for no decorati- 


ons. Amongſt the reſt a bed of green turf was 
prepared between the fide-ſcenes, upon which 1 


was to appear ſleeping, when the Moors ſhould 
oo „„ "Te, come 
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come to take me priſoner. The actors baving | 
all got their parts ready before the day appoint- 
ed, the Archbiſhop invited all the perſons of the 
beſt faſhion of both ſexes i in the a og be eee 
at the repreſentation. 
That day being come, each actors thoughts 
were employed about his dreſs ; as for mine, it 
was brought me by a tailor, accompanied by our 
major-domo, who having given himſelf the trou- 
ble to hear me rehearſe my part, was very deſi- 
rous of ſeeing his pupil ſet off to the beſt advan- 
tage, The tailor then put on me a robe of blue 
velvet, trimmed with a coſtly gold-lace, with but= 
tons of the ſame, and ſet off with a large ſleeve, 
whoſe cuffs were weighed almoſt down to the 
ground, by a broad fringe of the fame metal. 
Then the major-domo himſelf placed a crown 
upon my head, which, though made but of paſte= 
board, was covered over with valuable pearls, in- 
termixed with ſeveral falſe diamonds. Beſides 
this, they put on me a toſe- coloured filk girdle 
with filver flowers ; and every addition they made 
to my dreſs, methought they were faſtening me 
on wings to fly away with, and diſappear. 
In a word, the play began about the evening; 

J opened the ſcene with a long ſpeech in verſe, 
which concluded with ſaying, That being unable 
to keep myſelf from the charms ot ſleep, I was 
going to give way to its pleaſing violenee. Ha- 
ving thus ſaid, I withdrew behind the ſcenes, and 
laid me down upon the turf-bed that was there 
prepared for me. But inſtead of Nleeping there, 
I ela to conſider how 1 ſhould get to the ſtreet, 
8 and 
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and walk off with my royal role, A little pair 
of back ſtairs which, went under the ſtage, and 
into the hall, ſeemed to me very proper for the 
execution of my deſign. I got up then immedi- 


ately, and finding nobody obſerved me, ran down 


ſtairs into the hall, got to. the door, and cried, 


Make way, make way, I am going to change my 


dreſs. This made them all fall back, to give 


me room; ſo that in leſs than two minutes, I. 
was in the ſtreet, and ran to the houſe of the 


bully before mentioned, my acquaintance. 
He was very much amazed, to ſee me in ſuch 
a rich dreſs : but I ſoon recovered him from it, by 


informing him of the whole affair, at which he | 


laughed heartily. Then embracing me, with ſo 


much the more joy, becauſe he flattered himſelf 


with the hcpes of ſharing in the King of Leons 


Ipoils, be praiſed me for having done ſuch ano: 
table exploit, and told me, if I continued as 1 
had begun, I ſhould one day make ſome noiſe 1 in 
the world by my ingenuity. 1 

After having agreeably diverted ourſel yet and 


diſpelled the ſpleen, I aſked the bravo, what we 


ſhould do with my valuable habit? he not in 


the leaſt uneaſy about that, ſaid he; I know an 


honeſt broker, who, without expteſſiug the leaſt 
_ curioſity, buys any thing that is offeted him, pro - 
vided he can find his own account therein: 1 


will go to him to- morrow morning, and bring 


bravo aroſe very early, and went out, leaving 
me in bed, and returned two hours afterwards 
with 


bim kither to you. Accordingly, next day the 
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with who broker, who carried a bundle, wrapt up 
in a yellow cloth, under his arm. 
Friend, ſaid he to me, I have here brought 
Bs. Signior Ybagnez of Segovia, who not with · 
ſtanding the ill example of his brethren, picques 
himſelf upon being an honeſt man: he will im- 
mediately tell you to a farthing the worth of the 
cloaths you have a mind to part with, and you 
may truſt to his valuation. Oh ! for that matter, 
fays this ſaint of a broker, I ſhould be a great 
raſcal indeed, to rate things at leſs than their full 
value; that is what Ybagnez of Segovia has ne- 
veryet beenreproached with, God be thanked, and 
what has not been laid at his door, Shew me, 
purſued he, the cloaths you have a mind to ſell ; 
I will honeſtly tell you the full value of them. 
Here they are, ſaid the bravo, holding them out 
to him, ingenuouſly own that nothing can be, 
more magnificent ; obſerve well the beauty of 
this Genoa velvet, and the richneſs of theſe trim- 
mings. a 
IA They are charming, anſwered abs conſcienti-· 
ous broker, after having carefully examined the 
cloaths nothing can be finer, And what is 
your opinion of the pearls that adorn this crown? 
relumed my pretended friend. If they were ſome- 
thing rounder, taid Ybagnez, they would be in- 
eſtimable, bat I am as well pleaſed with them as 
the Teſt. I ſpeak ingenuouſly, added he; a rogue 
of a broker, in my place, would affect to deſpiſe 
the goods, on purpoſe to have them at a low 
Wes and would not be aſhamed to offer you 
but 
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but twenty piſtoles ; ; but I, who am a man of ho- 
nour, will give you forty for them. 


Had he ſaid a hundred, he would not. 1985 5 
been a juſt appraiſer, ſince the pearls alone were 


well worth two hundted; nevertheleſs, the bra- 
vo, who had an underſtanding with him, eried 


out: See how lucky you are to fall into the hands 


of ſuch an honeſt man, Signior Ybagnez values 
_ things as if he were to die the next moment. 
That is very true, ſaid the broker; accordingly, 
Jam always at a word, never bate a farthing of 
what I aſk, or give one more than I bid at firſt. 


Well, added he, do you accept my offer? (hf l 


tell out the money? Stay a little, ſaid my 


hopeful acquaintance, my little friend muſt 


firſt try on the cloaths, I made you bring here 
for him; I am much miſtaken if they do not 


fit him exactly. Then the broker untying 


his bundle, ſhewed me a ſuit of cloaths which 
was indeed of fine dark-coloured cloth, with fI- 
ver buttons, but half worn out. I got up to try 
on this valuable purchaſe ; which when 1 had 


done, although it was both too long and too big 


ſor me, theſe gentlemen proteſted it looked as if 
it had been made on purpoſe, it fitted me ſo ex- 
actly. Ybagnez valued them at ten piſtoles, and, 
as he was always at a word, I was obliged to 

ſubmit to it: inſomuch that he pulled out his 
purſe, told out thirty piſtoles upon the table, and 
then bundled up my royal ee nd e and 


5 wee with them 215 


When he went away, ſays the bully. to me ve- 
1 gravely, wi am * well n with this 
broker: 
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broker: and indeed he had reaſon ſo to be; for 


I am certain he had at leaſt a hundred piſloles of 


him, for helping him to fo rare a bargain. How- 
ever, not ſatisfied with that, he took without ce- 
remony half of the money upon the table, and 
leaving me the other, My dear Scipio, purſued 
be, with theſe fifteen piſtoles remaining, I adviſe 
you to fly as faſt as poſſible out of this city, where 
you may eaſily judge that a narrow ſearch will 
be made for you by his Grace the Archbiſhop's 
order. I ſhould be very ſorry, after your having 
ſignalized yourſelf by an action that will do ho- 
nour to your biſtory, to have yeu ſooliſhly run 
yourſelf into a priſon. I anſwered, that I had 
from the firſt determined to leave Seville as ſoon 
as poſlible, as in effect I did, after; having pur- 
chaſed a hat and ſome ſhirts; ſteering my courſe 
along that extenſive and pleaſant tract of land, 
which leads between numberleſs vineyards. and 
olive trees, to the ancient city of Carmona, and 


- three days after I entered Cordova. 


I lodged where the greateſt part of the mer- 


chants live, at an inn, juſt at the entrance into 


3 the Great Square; and gave myſelf out for a 


= 


young lad of a good family at Toledo, who was 
.travelling for bis pleaſure, I was well enough 


dreſſed not to have this ſuſpected as ſalſe; and 
ſome piſtoles which I took care to let my landlord 
ſee, as it were by chance, fully perſuaded. him 
that what I had reported had ſome foundation of 


truth. Perhaps alſo my tender years might make 


him imagine me ſome young libertine, ho was 
roving about aſter having robbed his parents. 


Be 


| pretended to be a wit, told. ſeveral ſtories, -and _ 
racked his brain for jeſts to divert the company, _ 
who indeed every now and then would burit in- 
to laughterz but in reality not ſo much to 
praiſe his flights, as in deriſion of them. | 
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Be that as it will, he did not ſoon curious to 


know any more of me than I thought proper totell | 


him, for fear, probably, that his curiofity ſhould 
oblige me to leave his houſe, For fix. reals a- 


day a man might live very well in this inn, 
which was generally frequented by abundance of 
company. I reckoned up twelve perſons at ſup- 


per that night. What is moſt diverting is, that 


every body plied his jaws very ſtrenuouſly with= 


out ſaying ſo much as a word, excepting one 


man, whoſe tongue never lying, made amends 


by its. chattering for the filence of the reſt. He 


As for my part, I paid ſo little attention to 


this original's diſcourſe, that I ſhould have ri- 


ſen from dinner, without being able to give the 
leaſt account of it, if he had not found the means 
to intereſt me therein: Gentlemen, ſaid he, juſt 
as we had dined, I reſerve for the laſt bit one of 
the moſt humorous ſtories in the world; it is of 
an adventure that happened not long ſince at the 
Archbiſhop? s palace at Seville: a batchelor of my 
acquaintance told it me, who ſays he was an eye 


_ witneſs. thereof. Theſe words diſturbed me a 
little; I did not in the leaſt doubt but this was 
my adventure ; nor was I deceived : he gave an - 

exact account 3 and even told me what I 

was before a 3 to, viz. what happened in 
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the Archbifhop's palace, aſter I ran er which 


was to this put poſe: 
I had not made my eſcape many minutes, 


when the Moors, who, according to the play, 
were to carry me off, came upon the ſage, in- 
teading to ſurpriſe me upon my turf-bed, where 


they imagined they ſhould find me counterfeit- 


ing ficep ; but when they would have ruſhed up- 


on his Maj-ſty of Leon, they were not a little 
amazed to ſce neither King nor Kern, Imme- 


diately the play was at a ſtand; the aftors knew 


not what to do: one calls me, r runs eve- 


ry where to look for me; a third makes a horrid 


ſcenes, deſired to know the reaſon, On hearing 


outcry z a fourth wiſhes me with ten thouſand. 
devils; when the Archbiſhop perceiving there 
was ſome ſtrange diſorder and uproar behind the 


his Grace's voice, a page, who played the part 
of Gracioſo, came out, and ſaid; You need not 


be afraid, my Lord, of the Moors taking the King 


of Leon priſoner, he has juſt made his eſcape 


with his royal robes. I am very well pleaſed at 


it, anſwered the Archbiſhop: he has done per- 
fectly well, to run from the enemies of our reli - 


gion, and get away from the chains they were 


preparing for him: undoubtedly he is gone back 
to Leon, the capital of his kingdom, where I 


wiſh he may arrive without any ſiniſter accident. 


As for the reſt, I forbid any one to purſue him; 


I ſhould be very ſorry to have bis Majeſty receive 


any mortification on my account. Thus ſaying, 


the prelate ordered them to finiſh the play, and 


get one to read 15 part. 
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Ti he Continuation of the Hiſtory of Seipia. | 


w as very . uſed by my landlord while 
my money laſted ; but the moment he per- 
ceived I had ſcarce any left, he paid very little 
attention to me, picked a ſleeveleſs quarrel with 
me, and one fair morning bid me begone. Ac- 
cordingly I took myſelf away very haughtily, and. 
went into the church of the Dominican friars, 
where, whilſt I was hearing maſs, a reverend 
beggar came and aſked my charity. I took two 
or three maravedis out of my-pocket, which 1 
gave him, ſaying, Pray to God, friend, that he 
would help me to find ſoon a good place; if your - 
| prayers are heard, I aſſure you you hall wu re- 
pent it, for I am not ungrateful. 

Thus ſaying, the beggar looked carneldlf at 
me, and anſwered with a grave air; What ſort 
of a place would you wiſh to have? To be a 
lacquey, replied I, in ſome good family. He 
aſked me then, if the thing required haſte ? As 
much as poſhble, ſaid I; for if Fam not fo fortu- 
nate as to be provided very ſoon, there is no help 
for it, I muſt either ſtarve, or become one of 
your brethren, If you ſhould be reduced to thaz 
neceſſity, reſumed he, it would be very-grievous 

to you, who are unaccuſtomed with our way of 
life; but if you was never fo little uſed to its 
you would prefer our condition to that of a ſer- 
rant, which, without diſpute, is inferior to 


Va. | deggary, 


= 
> 
E22 BS, Tr WEI — Oe 9-4 os OY _ 


| 1 oo THE. H I 5 10 R Yo F 


beggary. However, ſince you would rather go 
to ſervice, than lead, like me, a free indepen- 
dent life, you ſhall be provided for immediately. 
As poor as you ſee me, I can do you a piece of 
ſervice ; be here to-morrow at this time. 


Going thither next morning at the ſame hour, 


I waited not long before I ſaw the beggar,” who 
came up to me, and defired me to take the trou- 
ble to follow him. I did fo, and he conducted 
me to a cellar, at no great diſtance from the 


church, which ſerved him for his abode, We 


both went down into the ſubterraneous dwelling, 


and ſeating ourſelves upon a long bench, which 
was at leaſt an hundred years old, he thus addreſ- n 


ſed me: A goo action, as the proverb ſays, ne- 


ver goes untewarded; you gave me alms yeſter- 


day, and that made me reſolve to procure you a 


place, and that very ſoon, if it pleaſe the Lord. I 


know an old Dominican, named Father Alexis, 
who is a holy man, and a great director: I bave 
the honour to be employed by him on ſeveral. oc- 
cafions, and I perform what he requires of me 


with ſo much diſcretion and fidelity, that, in re- 
turn, he willingly uſes his intereſt for me or for - 


my friends. I have mentioned you to him, and 


engaged him to do you a good turn; Iwill 
accordingly preſent you to his eee when 


you think proper. 


There is no time to be loſt, ſaid 1 to the old 7 


bezgar, let us go this moment to this good father; 
The poor man conſented, and carried me imme- 


diately to Father Alexis, whom we found in his 


chamber, writing ſpiritual - letters. He left off 


his 


GIL B LAS. 10 


his e to ſpeak to me, ang told me, that at 
the beggar's requeſt he was willing to do all in 
his power for me. Having heard, purſued he, 
that Signior Balthaſar Velaſquez wants a lacquey, 
I have written to him this morning in your bg. 
half, and he has juſt ſent me for anſwer, that he 
will receive you ſolely upon my recommendati- 
on; you may go to him, therefore, this very day, 
in my name; he is my penitent and my friend. 
Hereupon the good Father exhotted me for near 
an hour, to be careful in diſcharging my duty 
faithfully: he dwelt principally upon the obliga- 
tion I was under to ſerve Velaſquez: faithfully: 
after which he aſſured me he would take cate to 
keep me in my place, provided my maſter had no- 
thing to lay to my charge. 
Wen I had thanked the friar ths his kindneſs; 
I went out of the monaſtery with the beggar, who 
informed me, that Signior Balthaſar Velaſquez: 
was an old woollen draper, a good-natured down: 
right honeſt man, and very rich. I date ſay, ad- 
ded be, you will do very well in his hauſe. I 
ed then the way to the draper's, and went 
thither that moment, after having promiſed the 
| beggar to be grateful for his good offices, as ſoon 
as ever [ſhould be ſettled in my place. Being 
come to the ſhop, which was very large, I found. 
two journeymen, well dreſſed, walking to and 
fro, and giving themſelves: the airs of ſmart fel 
| | lows, till. cuſtomers ſhould come in. I aſked 
them if the maſter of the houſe was within; aud 
told them, I had a meſſage for him from Father 
Alexis. As ſoon as they heard this venerable 
SON | E. 3. 5 name, 
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name, they made me walk into a back- ſhop, where 


the draper was looking over a great debt - book 
in his compting- houſe. I ſaluted him reſpeAfully, 
and informed him I was the young lad Father 
Alexis had recommended to him for a foot- boy. 
Ah! child, ſaid he, you are welcome; it is ſuf- 


ficient you are ſent me by that worthy man; [ 


.* ſhall hire you preferably to three or four others 
that are propoſed to me; the affair. is ſet- 


tled, you ſhall: be my ſervant ſrom this 
| day. | 


I had no need to be long with this 1260 dra- 


per, to perceive that the character given me of 


him was very juſt; he even ſeemed to me an Iſ- 


raelite without guile, ſo very downright honeſt, 


that I could not help thinking it would colt me 
a good deal of pains to ſorbear playing him ſome 
trick. His wife had been dead four years, and 


de had two children; a ſon about five and twen- 


ty, and a daughter about eleven. The latter be- 
ing brevght vp by a ſevere duenna, and ditected 
by Father Alexis, walked in the paths of virtue; 


but Gaſpard Velaſquez, her brcther, though no 
coſt had been ſpared x make him an honeſt man, 
was guilty of all the vices of an. abandoned 
young libertine, He would ſometimes ſtay out 
for two or three nights together; and if, at his 


return, his father thought proper to find fault 


with him for leading ſuch an abandoned life, 
_ Gaſpard immediately obliged him to ſilence, by 


anſwering him with the . e and 
inſolence. 


Seipio, faid the old man to me one days. 4 
have 


Eamets if”, 
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| have a fon 8 is my only 3 ; he runs 157 


to all manner of debauchery ;- this very much 


ſurpriſes me, for his education has not been ne- 


glected. He has had all the beſt maſters, and 
my friend Father Alexis has uſed his utmoſt 


endeavours to put him into the-right way; ; but 
all in vain. Gaſpard is turned à perfect liber - 
tine. You will tell me, perhaps, that I uſed. 
him with too much indulgence, as he advanced 


in years, and that has been the occaſion of his 
ruin. But that is not the caſe; he has been 
well chaſtiſed, when I thought proper to- uſe ſe · 
verity; for as good · natuted as l am, I can be re- 
ſolute when it is neceſſary : L have even had him 


ſhut up in a houſe of correction, and he is on- 


ly grown ſo much the worſe; in ſhort, he is one 
of thoſe incorrigible tempers, whom neither good 
examples, remonſtrances, nor even challiſement, 
will reform; that miracle can be wrought. by 
Heaven alone. . | 
If this unhappy father 8 3 caſe 
did not affl.& me, at leaſt | pretended fo to be. 
How ſorry am I for you,! Sir. ſaid I; a good. 
man, like you, deſerved to have had a better 
ſon. What would you have. me do, child t. 
anſwered he. It has pleaſed God to deny 
me that comfort. Amongſt the numberleſs 
cauſes of complaint I have againſt Gaſpard, 
there is one that makes me very uneaſy it is 
the great inclination he has to rob me, which he 
finds but too often the means to latisfy, in ſpite 
of all my watching. The' foot-boy in whoſe 
N you are come, connived with him, which 
| E 4 made 
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made me turn bim away; * depend upon it, 
you will not ſuffer yourſelf to be corrupted by my 


ſon, but will do all in your power to oblige me; 
I make not the leaſt doubt, but father Alexis has 
recommended it to you very ſtrongly. I will 
aſſure you, Sir, replied I, his reverence exhorted 
me for an hour together, pot to have any thing 
in view, but your intereſt ; but I can likewiſe a - 


ver to you, that I had no need of this exhortation: 


I find myſelf entirely diſpoſed to ſerve you faith · 
ſully; and, in ſhort, I promiſe you a zeal which. 


no temptations can corrupt. 


Whoever hears but one fide, hears 8 : 


young Velaſquez, a perfect limb of the devil, 


judgipg by my phyGognomy, that I ſhould be as 
eaſily ſeduced as my predecefior, took me aſide, 
and thus ſpoke to me: Hark you, my child, 1 
am pretty certain my father has injoined you to 


watch me; take care, however, what you do; I 


give you warning, that employment is not with» 
out its inconveniences z you will ad it very dife 


agreeable ; it I once perceive that you are a ſpy: 


upon me, I will cudgel you as long as there is 
"of life in you; whereas, if you will join with 
e in cheating my father, you may expect eve» 
Ty thing from my gratitude, You ſhall alſo. 
ſhare with me in every prize we make together, 
I leave you to your choice; declare this moment 
for the one or the other; I wall have no ſtanding 
neuter. | | 
Really, Sir, anſwered I, you pe: me to it 
prodigiouſly ; I plainly ſee it will be impoſſible 
for me to avoid 3 your part, although I in- 
| | halen 


P 


wardly feel a reluctanee to betray Signior Velaſ- 
quez You ought not to make the leaſt ſeruple 
of it, rejoined Gaſpard; he is an old miſer, who: 
would ſtill keep me in leading ſtrings z a wretch 
who denies me what is neceſſary, in refuſing: to 
defray the expences of my pleaſures; for plea · 
ſures are abſolute necefſaries to a man of five and 
twenty; you muſt tegatd ny: e in this” 
light. F 
I agree with you, Sick ſaid I; hel! is no POLE 
ding out againſt ſuch a juſt cauſe of complaint; 
I ſhall do my utmoſt to aſſiſt you in your lauda- 


ble enterpriſes: : but let us conceal our intel»; 


gence very carefully, for fear your faithful affiſe 
tant ſhould be packed off. It would not be a- 
miſs in you, methinks, to affect to hate me; 
ſpeak to me as roughly as you think proper be». 
fore people: never mind the terms; even ſome 
boxes on the ear, and a few kicks on the bteech, 
will do no harm; on the contrary; the more” 
marks you ſhew of an averſion to me, the more 


confidence Signior Balthaſar will repoſe in me: 


as for my part, I will pretend to ſhun your com- 
pany; when J wait on you at table, I ill ſeem 


to do it unwillingly; and when I:talk:of: you to 


the j jour neymen, be not 1 =. 1 rail at 1255 


Tevenely. - 


By St. Francis, 4 young eie at 
chalk laſt words, I- admire you, my boy; vo 
diſcover an amazing genius for ſharping in one 
of your age; I draw from thence à good omen 
of our future ſucceſs, I hope, by the aſſiſtanes 
of kde wit, not to leave my father a. ſingle piſ- 
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tele Lou do me too much bears ſaid I, to 


rely ſo greatly upon my induſtry ; however, I 
will do my utmoſt to juſtify your good opinion 


of me; and if Tam unſucceſsful, at. lealt i it ſhall 
be none of my fault. 


I ſoon ſhewed Gafpard, that I was aQtually 


the very perſon he wanted; and the following 
was the firſt ſervice I did him. Balthaſar's 


ſtrong- box was in the good man's chamber, at 
bis bed head, and ſerved him as a haſſock to 
kneel upon, when he was at his devotions. I 
was rejoiced whenever I looked upon it, and I 


often ſaid to it, within myfelf, Sweet dear 
ſtrong box, will you be always ſhut againſt me? 


Shall I never be fo happy as to contemplate the 


treaſure you conceal? As I went when I pleaſed | 


into this chamber, whoſe entrance was forbidden 


to none but Gaſpard, it happened one day that 


I, entered it unperceived by his father, who, af - 


der opening and ſhutting again the ſtrong-box, 


hid the key behind the hangings, not imagining 
that any one ſaw him. I tobk good notice of 
the place, and immediately informed my young 

maſter of this diſcovery, who embracing me with 
tranſports: Ah! w_ dear Scipio, ſaid he, what 
is it you tell me? Our fortunes are made, my 
boy, I will get you ſome wax this very day, u- 
pon which you ſhall take the impreſſion of the 
key, and deliver it to me. I ſhall eafly meet 


with an obliging lockimith in Cordova, which 


15 not the leaſt locked with __— of "ny city in 


Spain. } » 


Why, ſaid Ito Gaſpard, ſhould you be at he 
trouble 


1 


6 1 1 % % % ot 


trouble of getting a falſe key made? Cannot. we. 
have recourſe to the true one? Yes, replied he, 
but I am afraid that my father, either through 
miſtruſt or otherwiſe, may hide it in ſome other 
place; and the ſafeſt way. is to have one in our 
own cuſtody.. I approved of his fear, and yield- 
ding to his opinion, prepared myſelf to take the 
impreſſion of the key; which was accotdingly 
done one fine morning, while my. old maſter was 


gone to Father Alexis, where he uſually ſlaid a 


long while. Neither did I ſtop there, I had re- 
courſe tothe original key, to open the firong box, 
which being full of great and little bags, put me 
into an agreeable perplexity: I knew not which 

to chuſe; ſo much did I love both the one and the 


other. However, as the fear of being caught 


would not permit me to make a long examina» 
tion, I ſeized, at all hazards, one of the largeſt : 2 
then having again locked the. box, and put the 
key behind the hangings; I. haſtened out of 
the room with my prey, which L concealed 
in a little cloſet, where I lay, under my bed. 

Having performed: this operation. ſo ſucceſs» 


fully, I ran immediately to young Velaſquez, 


who was waiting fer me in a bouſe we had ap- 
pointed for our rendezvous, and tranſported him 
by telling bim what I had done, He was ſo 
highly delighted with me, that he loaded. me 
with careſſes, and generouſly offered me half of 


what was in the bag, which I refuſed. No, no, 


3s faid I, you ſhall have all the firſt bag yours 
ſel*, make wfOvf. it for your own neceſſary occa- 
thiow: > 1. will ſoon go back again to the firong» 
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box, where, Wir ene l chow 83 Fs 


both of us. In effect, three days after, I carried 


off a ſecond bag, in which, as well as in the 
firſt, there were five hundred crowns; of which 
I would accept but a quarter, notwithſtanding | 
the entreaties Gaſpard uſed, to induce me to 
ſhere them with bim brother-like. 


This young man perceiving bimſelf now in 


plenty, and conſequently in a condition to ſatis= 


ſy his love for women and gaming, he gave himſelf 
vp entirely to them ; he was even ſo unfortunate 
as to be very much enamoured with one of thoſe 
famous coquets, who can devour and ſwallow up 
the greateſt eſtates; and was ſo profuſe in his 
expences, bo: glee her, that it obliged me to 
make ſuch frequent viſits to the ſtrong- box, that 
at laſt old Velaſquez perceived he was robbed, 
Scipio, ſays he to me one morning, I muſt in- 
truſt you with a ſecret; ſomebody: robs me, 
my lad; they have found the way to open my 
ſttrong- box, and have carried off ſeveral bags; 
this is what I am well afſured of. Whom! ought 
I to accuſe of this theft? or rather, who but 
my ſon can have been guilty of it? Gaſpard 
muit either have entered my chamber clande- 
ſtinely, or you muſt have introduced him thither 
yourſelf; for I dare almoſt ſwear that you are an 
accomplice with him, although you ſeem to 
bear a very ill will to each other. Nevertheleſs, 


I will not give way to this ſuſpicion, becauſe 


Father Alexis has paſſed his word for your fide- 


lity. 1 told him, that, thank heaven, what 
Was another man's never tempted me, and 1 


Pa 


accom Panied 


- 


RD NLA my. 


accompanied this lie with a hypocritical gri- 
mace, which ſerved: me: as an apology. -_. 
In effect, my old maſter never mentioned it 


to me again; but nevertheleſs he did not ceaſe 
to involve me in his miſtruſt; and taking pro- 


per precautions againſt our felonious attempts, 
he had a new lock put upon his ſtrong- box; 
and conſtantly carried the key in his pocket. By 


this means, all communication being cut off 


between us and the bags, we were both very 


much perplexed; eſpecially Gaſpard, who, be- 


ing now unable to be at the ſame expence for 


his nymph, was afraid of being obliged to viſit | 


her no more. He had the wit, however, to 
bethink himſelf of an expedient, which enabled 
him to rub on ſome days longer; and this in- 
genious expedient was, to convert to his own 
uſe, under the prerence of borrowing, all that 


accrued to me from the viſits I had made to the 


ſtrong-box. I gave him then all, even to the 


laſt piece; which, methinks, might paſs for an 
anticipated reſtitution, which I made to the * 
man, in the perſon of his heir. 


Gaſpard having thus exhauſted his laſt refuge, | 


and conſidering that he had no other, tell into a 
profound and gloomy melancholy, which by de- 


| grees diſturbed his brain. tie no longer look- 


ed upon his father, but as a man who was the 
cauſe of all his miſery; in thort, he fell into fo 
violent a deſpair, that, without being reitiained 
by the ties ot blood, the wretch formed the 
_ dreadiul deugn to have him potionedz and not la- 
tisfied with communicating & to me this exscrab! e 

project, 
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pr: &, he even propoſed to me that I ſhould 
ſerve him as the inſtrument of his vengeance, 
At this propoſal I felt myſelf ſhudder with hor- 
rour: Is it poſhble, Sir, ſaid: I, can you be ſo 
far abandoned by heaven, as to have formed this 
horrible reſolution ? What! can you be capable 
of an attempt upon the life of your own father? 
Shall they ſee you in Spain, on the very ſpot 
Chriſtianity is profeſſed in its greateſt purity, 
perpetrate a crime, the bare thought of which 
would ſtrike the moſt barbarous nations with ab- 
bo rence? No, my dear maſter, continued I, 
falling at his knees, no, you ſhall not be guilty 
of an action that would make the whole world 
your enemies, and be nn followed by an in- 
famous poniſhment. | 
This and a great deal more did I fay to Gaſ» 
pard, to diſſuade him from ſo black an attempt; 
1 know not from whence I got all thoſe argu» 
ments of a man of ſtrict principles, which 1 
made uſe of to combat his deſpair; but it is 
certain, I talked to him like a Salamanca doctor, 
as young, and as q uch the ſon of Coſcolina as I. 
wars Nevertheleſs, to no purpoſe did I repte- 
ſent to him, that he ought to recall his baniſhed 
reaſon, and boldly reject the deteſtable thoughts 
chat bad peſfeſſed his mind; all my. eloquence 
was thrown away upon him. He hung down 
his head upon his breaſt, and keeping a ſullen 
Glence, whatever F could ſay. to him, made me 
judge, that he ſtill intended to proceed i in Us 
black defign- . 
Hlereupon, taking my reſolution upon the ſpot, 
| I 
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1 deſired a prleate hearing of my old maſter; 
with whom being ſhut up: Sir, ſaid I, permit 
me to throw myſelf at your feet, and beg your 
pardon. | Thus ſaying, I fell proſtrate before 
him, in great confuſion, and my eyes ſtreaming 
with tears. The draper. amazed at my action, 
and my diſordered looks, aſked what I had done. 
A fault for which I am very forry, anſwered 
IJ, and with which I ſhall always reproach my- 
ſelf. 1 have been ſo weak as to hearken to 
your ſon, and aſſiſt him in robbing you. At 
the ſame time I ingenubufly told him all that 
had paſſed upon this head; after which, I infor- 
med him of the converſation I had juſt had with. 
Gaſpard, whoſe defign I revealed to him, with» 
out forgetting the leaſt circumſtance. ; 
| As bad an opinion as old Velaſquez; had ob 
his ſon, he could ſcarce believe what 1 told 
him. However, not "doubting but my report _ 
Was true: Scipio, faid he, railing me ups for 
I was all the while at his feet, I forgive you, 
in conſideration of the intelligence you haye 
given me. Gaſpard, purſued he, raiſing his 
voice, Gaſpard has a deſign againſt my life! Ah! 
ungrateful ſon ! monſter, whom it would have 
been better to have ſmothered at his birth, than 
to have ſuffered him to live to become a par- 
ricide, what reaſon haſt thou to make any at- 
tempt upon my life ? I ſupply thee yearly with a 
reaſonable ſum for thy pleaſures, and art thou 
not content with it? will nothing then ſatisfy. 
thee, but by allowing thee to laviſh; away my 
whole fortune ? Atter this bitter apoltrophe, he 


enjoined 
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enjoined me ſecrecy, and bid me leave him to 
himſelf, to conſider what be ought to 4. in ſo 
nice a point. . 

I was very anxious to a r courſe * | 
unfortunate. father would take, when the ſame 
day he ordered Gaſpard: to be called, and thus 
addreſſed him, without taking notice to him of- 


what was in his heart. Son, ſaid he, I have re- 


ceived a letter from Merida, wherein I am in- 
formed, that if you deſign to marry, you ſhall 
have the choice of a maiden about fifteen, and 
perfectly handſome, who will bring you a great 
fortune, It this marriage pleaſe you, we will ſet 
out to-morrow at break of day. for Merida; we 
will ſee the perſon propoſed, and if you fancy her, 
you ſhall have her. Gaſpard hearing a large por- 
tion mentioned, and thinking himſelf already ſure 


of it, immediately anſwered, that he was ready 


to go the journey; ſo that they ſet out next 
morning, at break of day, only by themſclves,. 
and mounted upon two good mules, 

When they were amongſt the mountains of: 
Feſira, and in a place as much frequented by rob= _ 
bers, as it is dreaded by travellers, Balthaſar a- 
lighted, and ordered his ſon to do the ſame. 
The young man obeyed, but aſked, Why he was 


to alight in that place? Iam going to tell you, 


replied the old father, looking on bim with an 
eye wherein were mixed both grief and anger: 
we {hall not go to Merida; the marriage'l men- 
tioned to you, is nuthing but a ſtory invented. 


to draw you hither.” I am not ignorant, moſt 


unnatural and ungrateful ſons I am not ignorant 
WE: 
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of the dteadful! intention you have forined in your 
heart. I know that a poiſon, prepared by your 
care and contrivance, is intended to be given 
me; but fool as thou art, couldſt thou flatter thy- 
ſelf with the hopes, that thou ſhouldſt rob me of 
my life in that manner, unpuniſhed? What a 
miſlake! This crime would be ſoon diſcovered, 

and thou wouldſt periſh by the hands of the com- 
mon executioner. There is, continued he, a 
ſaſer way to ſatisfy thy rage, without expoling 
thyſelf to an ignominious death: we are here 
quite alone, and in a place where murders are 
ſrequently committed; ſince thou thirſteth ſo 
much after my blood; ſtrike thy poinard into my 
heart, and my death will be imputed to robbers. 
Thus ſaying, Balthaſar opened his breaſt: Here, 


Gaſpard, purſued he, give me the fatal blow, to 


puniſh-me for having ne ſuch an r 
wretch as the. 

Young Velaſquez; frooks with theſe words 
as if they had been a thunder bolt, inſtead of en- 
deavouring to juſtify. himſelf, fell down oma ſud- 
den in a ſwoon at bis father's feet: upon which 
the good old man, ſeeing him in that condition, 
which ſeemed to him the fore- runner of tepen- 
tance, immediately gave way to his fatherly af- 
fection, and did all in his power to bring him ts 
himſelf again, However, Gaſpard had no ſoon- 
er recovered the uſe of his ſenſes, than, unable 
to bear the preſence of a father ſo juſtly enraged, 
he exerted all his ſtrength to get up, mounted 
again his mule, and rode away, without opening 
his mouth: Balthaſar ſulfered him to go, and 

15 abandoning 2 
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. abandoning: bim to his remorſe, returned to Cor» _ 
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dova, where, ſix months. after, he was informed 


that he had entered, þiwſelf amongſt the Carchu- 


ſians at Seville, there to paſs the remainder of. 
his life in repentance. 7 , 


Scipio's Story concluded. ; 


10 0D effects are ſometimes produced by 
bad examples: my young maſter's beha- 


viour cauſed me to make ſerious reflections on 


my own. I began to refiſt my thieviſh inclina- 
tions, and to live honeſtly. The habit I had got. 
of converting to my own uſe all the money that. 
I could lay hands on, was formed by ſo many 
repeated acts, that I had much ado to ſubdue it; 
however, | was in hopes of getting the better 1 


it; imagining within _myſelf, that in order to 


become virtuous, nothing | more was required, 


but a hearty deſire of being ſo- I undertook 
then this great work, and heaven ſeemed to bleſs. 


my efforts; I no longer looked upon the old dra- 
per's ſtrong box with a covetous eye; Leven be- 
heved, that though it had depended only upon. 
me to have got ſome bags, I ſhould not have 


done it: I muſt -however confeſs, that it would 


bave been imprudence, to have put my budding 
integrity to ſuch. a dangerous teſt ; accordingly 


a * 


* Velaſquez 
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Velaſquez took care he would not pur it to: the 
Ventures i; +: * 
Don Manrique de 8 A young. ME 5 
man, and knigbt of the order of Alcantara, fre- 
quently came to my maſter's ſhop. He was our 
cuſtomer, and that one of our nobleſt, if not one; 
of our beſt. I happily proved agreeable to this; 
| cavalier, who, whenever he met me, would tesze 
me to ſet me a talking, and ſeemed to. liſten to 
me with delight, Scipio, faid he to me one day, 
if I bad a ſoot- boy of your humour, I ſhould -Y 
think I poſſeſſed a treaſure ; and if you did not I 
belong to a man whom | eſteem, I would ſpare 
no pains to entice vou from him. Sir, aniwered _ 
I, you would find it no hard matter to-ſucceed 
therein; for L am naturally ſond of perſons. of 
quality; that is my blind fide; I am delighted 
with their eaſy behaviour. Since it is ſo, te- 
plied Don Manrique, I will deſire dignior Bal - — 
thaſat's conſent for taking you into my ſer vice; 
I dare ſay he will not refuſe me ſuch a fayour.. 
Accordingly Velaſquez did grant it him, and that 
ſo much the more eaſily, becauſe "be did not 
think the loſs of a rogue irreparable. As for. 
my part, this change rejoiced me greatlyz a 
tradeſman's ſervant ſeeming to me but a mere 
beggar, in compariſon of, the ſervant of a knight 
of Alcantara. | 
To give you a juſt idea of, my new wal | 
mult tell you, that he was a handſome cavalier, 
and- one that was agreeable to every body, for the. 
ſweetneſs of his temper, and his lively wit. 
Moreover, be had abundance of courage, and 
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probity; in ſhort, he wanted andy: a good e- 

ſtate; but being the youngeſt branch of a fami- 
© Iy, more illuſtrious than rich, he was obliged to 
Jive at the expence of an old aunt, who reſided 
at Toledo, and who having as great a regard for 
him as if he had been her own ſon, took care to 
- Temit''m ou Ry was e for his wp . 
port .. 0 

He was 1 ? genteelly drefſed, and was kind- 
ly received every vi _-\ivifiting all the ladies 
of the beſt quality in that cn, and amongſt the 
reſt the Marchioneſs de Almenara, a widow of 
ſeventy-two years old, who by her obliging beha- 

viour, and the charms of her wit, drew to her 
houſe all the nobility of Cordova: both gentle- 
men and ladies delighted in her converſation z- 
inſomuch that her houſe was called the Rendez-' 
vous of all good company. 

My maſter was one of this lady's woſt aſd uous 
viſitants. Coming from her one night, he ſeem- 
ed to me to have a more lively air than com- 
mon. My Lord, ſaid I, you ſeem very gay; 
may your faithful ſervant aſk the cauſe? has not 
ſometbing extraordinary happened? My maſ- 
ter ſmiled at this queſtion, and confeſſed to me, 
that really his thoughts were all engroffed with 

a ſerious converſation he had juſt bad with the 
Marchioneſs de Almenara. I heariily wiſh, ſaid 
I laughing, that this minion of ſeventy bad made 
you a declaration of love. Do not imagine it is 
a jeſting matter, anſwered he; for know, friend, 
that the Marchioneſs is actually in love with 

me. Don Maariquey ſaid the to me, L am nei- 
ther 
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ther a ſtranger to the narrowneſs of your fortune, 
nor the nobleneſs of your family; I have an in- 
clination for you ; and have reſolved to take you 
for a huſband, to put you in better circumſtances; 
it not being decent for me to enrich you any o- 


ther way. I am very ſenſible that this marriage 


will make me be laughed at by the world; that 
a hundred flanderous reports will be raiſed about 
me; and in ſhort, that I ſhall. be reckoned an 
old fool, that is fond of a bedfellow. But no 
matter, I am. determined to deſpiſe. all their tit= 
tle-tattle, in order to put my fortune into your 
hands. All I fear, purſued | ſhe, is, that you 
will not wn, comply with my inten- 
tions. | 
I bis, purſued my maſter, is the Marchioneſs 8 
declaration to me; and I am the more amazed 
at it, becauſe ſhe is the moſt virtuous and moſt 
-prudent woman in Cordova. Accordingly 1 
made anſwer, that I was ſurpriſed ſhe did me ſo 
much honour as to offer me her hand, ſhe who 
had always perſiſted in the reſolution of remain» 
ing ever a widow ; to which ſhe replied, that ha- 
ing a large eſtate, ſhe was very deſirous during 
her life to ſhare it with a man of honour, for 

whom (he had a great regard, In all appearance 
then, rejoined I, you are determined to take the 
leap. Undoubtedly, anſwered he; the Mar- 
chioneſs is vaſtly rich, with a generous. ſoul, 
and abundance of wit; I mult have loſt my. 
ſenſes to let ſlip a fertlenent ſo much to 1 35 | 
vantage. 1 
I W praiſed my maker's defgn to "lay 2 
bold 
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hold on ſuch a fine opportunity of enriching | 
himſelf, and even adviſed him to do it immedi- 


atcly, ſo much was I afraid of her changing ber 


mind. Luckily, the lady was yet more eager for 
this affair than I; accordingly ſhe gave ſuch ef- 


feCtual orders, that the preparations for ber wed- 


ding were ſoon ready. When it was known in 
the city, that the old Marebioneſs de Almenara 
was going to marry young Don Manrique de 


Mendrano, the laughers began to divert them» 


ſelves at the lady's expence; but to no purpoſe 


did they ſpend their time in ſcurvy - jeſts, they 
could not diſſuade her from her defign ; ſhe left 
the whole cityto talk on, and followed her knight 


to the altar. Their nuptials were celebrated with 


a ſplendour that gave a freſh handle for detrac- 
tion, The bride, ſaid they, ought at leaſt, in 


modeſty, not to have had this pomp and clutter, 
which is very unbecoming in old widows that 
marry young huſbands. However, the Marchio- 


neſs, inſtead of ſeeming aſhamed of being wife to 
ſo young a gentlemen at her age, gave herſelf 
up without reſtraint to the joy ſhe felt thereat. 


There was a great entertainment, with a fine 


concert, and the whole concluded with a ball, at 
which all the nobility of both ſexes were pre- 


ſent. Towards the end of the ball, the bride 


and bridegroom withdrew to an apartment, where 
being ſhut in with a waiting-woman and myſelf, 
the Marchioneſs thus addreſſed herſelf to my 
maſter: Don Manrique, this is your apartment, 
mine is in another part of the houſe; we will 


Deep i in leparate rooms, and we will live all day 
„like 


* 
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like niodkes and ſon. The knight was deceived 


at firſt by this carriage, and imagined the lady 


only ſaid ſo, to induce him to have recourſe to a 


pleaſing violence; and imagining be ought in 


civility to appear amorous, he went up to her, 


and offered her very officiouſly to ſerve her as a 


valet de chambre; but inſtead of ſuffering bim 
to undreſs her, ſhe put him back with a ſerious 


air, and ſaid: Hold, Don Manrique, if you ima- 
gine me to be one of thoſe doting old women, 


who marry again out of frailty, you are very much 
deceived : I did not take you for my huſband, 


to make you buy thoſe advantages I have ſecured 
you by your marriage: contra; no; they are 


the pure giſts of my heart, and I require no more 
of your gratitude than your friendſhip. Thus 


ſaying, ſhe left my malter and me in our apart* 


ment, and withdrew'to her own with her woman, 


after having ſtrictiy injoinkd! the knight not to 
follow her. 


When the was gone, we W fas ſome 
time amazed at what we had juſt heard. Sci- 


Pio, ſaid my maſter, could you ever have. ex- 
peCted ſuch a ſpeech as the Marchioneſs has made 
me? What do you think of ſuch a lady? I 


think, Sir, anſwered I, that the is not to be pa- 


ralleled. How happy are you in having her! 
It is having a perfect Gnecure. For my. part, 


rejoined Don Manrique, I admire a wiſe of ſuch 


a valuable charaQer, and am determined to make 


her amends by all imaginable complaiſance, for 
the ſacrifice ſhe offers up to her delicacy. We 
continued talking of her ſome time longer, after 

: which 
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which we arent toreſt; Iina little bed in the + 


* 
A «© 1 


ce and my maſter on a good down one, that 
bad been prepared for him, where, I believe at 
the bottom of his heart, he was not my to "re 


: Une, and to come off ſcot· free. 4 
"The rejoicings began again next day, 100 4s = 

. ſeemed in ſuch a good humour, that ſhe _ ” 
+ paye full ſcope to the laughers, She was even 


the firſt to laugh at what they ſaid, and incited 


them herſelf to be merry, by taking with a good 
grace all their flights. Don'Mantique alſo, on 
the other hand, ſeemed no leſs pleaſed than his 


ſpouſe ; and one would have ſworn, by the ten- 


der glances he gave her, and his obliging way of 
ſpeaking to her, that ne had: taken a fancy to old 


age. In the evening the new-matrried couple had 


another | converſation, wherein it was agreed, 


that, without putting any conſtraint upon them- 
ſelves, they ſhould both live in the ſame manner 

as they had done before their wedding. Never- 
theleſs, I muft do Don Manrique the juſtice to 


ſay, that he did, in conſideration of his wife, 
What tew huſbands would have condeſcended to 
in his place; be abandoned a little gypſey 
whom he loved, and by whom he was be- 

loved again, reſolving not to hold a correſ- 


pondence, which would ſeem, as he ſaid, an 


inſult to the delicate conduct of Ran wile towards 


him. 


titude to this old lady, ſhe repaid them with u- 
ſury, though ſhe was ignorant of them; ſhe. put 


Whilſt he gave ſuch Auen proofs of bis: gra- 


Her ues box into his poſſeſſion, which was yet ; 2 
N 1 more 
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more valuable than that of Velaſquez. As the 
bad diſmifled ſome of her retinue, during her 
widowhood, ſhe again put it upon the ſame foot 
ing, as it was in the time of her firſt huſband; , 
ſhe hired more ſervants, and filed her ſtables 
with good horſes and mules: in a word, by ber 
generous behaviour, the pooreſt knight of the or- 

dier of Alcantara became ſoon the richelt. You | 4 
will enquire, perhaps, what all this put into n © | 
pocket? L1.received fifty piſtoles from my miſe } 
treſs, and a hundred from my maſter, who like- 
wiſe made me his ſecretary, with a ſalary of four 
hundred crowns a- year; he had even ſo much 
confidence in my inte mat he made me his 
treaſurer. 

His treaſurer ! cried I, intercupting Scipio! in 
this place, and burſting into a fit of laughter. Les, | 
Sir, anſwered he, with a cold and grave airy yes, =, 
his treaſurer; and I may even be bold enough 5 
to ſay, that I diſcharged this employment with 2 
honour. It is true, I may perhaps be ſomething 4 
in arrears in my accounts; for as I took up my 
wages beforehand out of the caſh, and was forced 
ſuddenly to leave Don Manrique's ſervice, it is 
not impoſſible but there may be ſome deficiency; 
however that be, 1t is the laſt reproach: that can 
be made me, ſince I have ever nee acted with 

|  Probity aud honour, | | 
I was then, continued the ſon of Cale 
ſecretary and treaſurer to Don Manrique, who. 
ſeemed as well pleaſed with me, as I was ſatisfi- 
ed wich him, when he received a letter from 
Toledo, wherein he was informed, that Donna 
Vol. IV. F 185 Theodora 
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Theodora Moſcoſo was fo bad that there was no 
bopes of her recovery. He was fo ſen6bly afe 
fected at this news, that he ſer out immediately 
to ſee that lady, who had been as a mother to 
him for ſome years. 1 attended him on his 


Journey, with only a valet de chambre, and one 


| nn, all mounted ypon the beſt horſes in our 
ſlables; and we were not long in arriving at To- 
ledo. We there found Donna Theodora in a con- 
dition to give us hopes ſhe would get the better 
of that illneſs; and in effect, our conjectures, 
though contrary'to the opinion of-an old phyſi+ 
cian, who attended her, were not contradicted 
by the event. 


Whilſt our good aunt recovered ber health 


viſibly, not fo much, perhaps, by virtue of the 
medicines they made her take, as by the preſence 
of hei dear nephew, Mr. Treaſurer paſſed his 
time the moſt agreeably that was poſſible, with 
+ fome young fellows, whoſe acquaintance was ves 
ry proper to procure him opportunities for ſpend» 
ing his money. I hey ſometimes carried me to 
the tennis courts, where they engaged me to 
play with them, and not being ſo expert at this 


bulineſs as my malter Don Abel, I loſt much 


oftener than I won. I began inſenſibly to grow 


fond of gaming; and if I had given up myſelf 


entirely to that paſſion, it would doubtleſs have 
obliged me to take up ſome quarters betorehand 


out of the caſh, but happily. for me, love inter- 


p-fed to ſave both the cath and my virtue, Cne 
day, as I was paſſing by the church de los Reyes, 
{4 perceived through a lattice, whote curtains were 


open, 
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open, 2 young lady, who ſeemed to me not ſo 
much a mortal as a goddeſs : I ſhould make uſe 


of yet a ſtronger term, if there were any, to ex- 
WA better the impreſſion her fight made upon 


I made enquiry about her, and, by the 


Pos 2th of indefatigable diligence, was informed, 85. 


that ſhe was called Beatrice, and that ſhe was. 
waiting- woman to Donna Julia, an 2 
ter to the Count de Polan. 

Here Beatrice intertupted Scipio, by burſting 
into a loud fit of laughter; after which, addteſ- 
ſing herſelf to my wife : Amiable Antonia, faid 


ſhe, examine me well, I beg you, do not you 


think that I have the air of a goddeis? You had 
then in my eyes, anſwered Scipio, and linceI am 
now fully aſſured of your fidelity, you ſeem to 
me more charming than ever. After ſuch a 


| gallant repartee, my en thus continued his 


ſtory. _ 

This diſcovery added freſh fuel to my flames 
which, I muſt own, was not then a lawful one; 
I imagined it would not be difficult to triumph 


over her virtue, if I tempted her with prefents 


capable of ſhaking it; but I had a wrong opini» 
on of the chaſte Beatrice. In vain did I offer 
her my purſe and my ſervices, by means of ſome 
mercenary women, ſhe rejected my propoſals 
with diſdain, Her reſiſtance did but add to my 
defires: I had recourſe to the laſt expedient; 1 
offered ber my hand; which ſhe did not refuſe, 
when the knew I was ſecretary and treaſurer to 
Don Manrique. As we thought proper to con- 
ceal our marriage for ſome time, we were join- 
| F 2 | 5 ed 
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ed in wedlock ſecretly in the preſence of Loren- 


. 


ca Sephora, governate to Seraphina, and ſome 


others of the Count 'de Polan's domeſtics. No 


ſooner was Beatrice my wife, than ſhe procured 
me the means of ſeeing her by day, and conver- 
ſing with her at night, in the garden; to which 


F had acceſs by a little door, of which ſhe gave 
me the key. Never were a couple more pleaſed 


with each other than Beatrice and me; we 
waited with equal impatience for the hour of 
rendezvous ; we haſtened thither with the ſame 
eagerneſs ; and the time we ſtaid together, 


though it was ſometimes pretty long, always 


ſeemed to us too ſhort, 
One night, which was as* unlucky to me, as 


the former ones had been fortunate, I was not a 


little confounded, on my entrance into the gar- 
den, to find the little door open. This novelty 
ſtartled me: I drew from thence an ill omen, and 


turned pale, and trembled, as if I had foreſeen 


what was to happen to me; and advancing in 


the dark towards an arbour where I generally met 
my ſpouſe, I heard a man's voice. I ſtopt thort 
on a ſudden to liſten better, and immediately 


heard theſe words: Make me not languiſh then, 


lovely Beatrice, complete my happineſs; remem- 
ber that your fortune depends upon it, Tnitead 


of having the patience to liſten any longer, I 
thought I needed to hear no more; a jealous fu; 
ry ſeized upon my ſoul, and breathing nothing 


but revenge, I drew my ſword and flew into the 
arbour. Ah! perfidicus wretch, cried I, who- 


ever thou art, thou mult deptive me of mes be 
N fore 
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fore thou robbeſt me of my honour, Thus ſay- 
ing, I fell upon the cavalier who was converfing 
with Beatrice. He ſoon put himſelf into a pots 
ture of defence, and fought like a man who un- 
derſtood fencing better than me, who had on- 
ly received a few inſtruQtions at Cordova. Ne- 
vertheleſs, as good a ſwordſman as he was, I made 
a puſh at him which he could not parry, or ras 
ther his foot flipt. I beheld him fall; and ima- 
gining I had wounded him mortally, fled away 
as faſt as I was able, without ſtopping to 1 : 
Beatrice, who called after me. 

Yes indeed, ſaid Scipio's wife, interrupting 
bim, Icalled him to inform him of the truth. The 
cavalier with whom I was talking, was Don Fer- 
nand de Leyva. This nobleman, Tho'was then 
paying his, addrefſes to my miſtreſs Julia, bad 
formed the reſolution to carry bet. of, imagin- 
ing there was no other way to gain her; and 1 
had myſelf made him an appointment in the gar- 
den, to concert meaſures for putting his deſign ia 
execution; upon which he aſſured me my for- 
tune depended. But all my calling after my 
ſpouſe was to no purpoſe; he fled away e 
as from an unfaitbful wife. 

In the condition I was then in, reſumed Sci; 
pio, I was capable of any thing. They who 
know by expetience what jealouſy is, and what 
extravagancies it makes even the moſt ſenfible 
people commit, will not be ſurpriſed at the diſ- 
order it praduced i in my weak brain. I imme- 
diately changed from one extreme to the other. 
I felt the love I had for my wife but a moment 
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before turned to downright hatred; and ſwore 


* 


that I would abandon her, and baniſh her for e- 
ver from my thoughts. Beſides, I believed I bad 


killed the cavalier, and in this opinion, ' fearing 
to fall into the hands of juſtice, I experienced 
the fatal trouble,' which, like a fury, purſues e- 


very where the man who has committed a baſe 
action. Ia this dreadful fituation, thinking on- 
ly on making my eſcape, I never returned home, 
but immediately fled from Toledo, without any 
more cloaths than thoſe on my back. I had in- 
deed threeſcore piſtoles in my pocket, which was 
a handſome ſum for a young fellow, who intend- 
ed to live always in ſervice. 


I walked on then the whole night, or, to r 


wore properly, I ran ; for having the dread of 
the alguazils always before my eyes, it gave me 


continually freſh vigour. When daylight ap- 
peared ] had got between Rodillas and Maqueda: 
and when I arrived at this laſt town, feeling my- 
ſelf a little weary, I went into a church which 
had juſt been opened, and after iaying a ſhort. 
prayer, ſat me down upon a bench to reſt me, I 
began then to reflect upon the ſtate of my affairs, 
which- had but a dreadful proſpe&t; but I had 
not been long in this reverie, before I heard the 
church reſound with three or four ſmacks of 
a whip, which made me imagine ſome muleteer 
was paſſing by. I aroſe up immediately to ſee 
if I was not miſtaken; and when I was at the 
door, perceived one mounted upon à mule, and 
leading two others in his hand. Stop, friend, 
ſaid I, where are you going with theſe mules ?: 
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To Madrid, replied he; I brought from thence 


two reverend kriats, and am en back 2a 


gain. A 


80 cod an oppicmaity of going to „Madrid, 
gave me a deſire of ſeeing it; wherefore 1 made 
a bargain with the muleteer, mounted one of his 


mules, and advanced towards Illeſcas, where we 


were to lie. We were got no great diſtance from 
Maqueda, when the muleteer, a man between 
thirty and forty, began to chant aloud ſeveral 
church hymns. He opened firſt with the pray⸗ 
ers the canons ſay at matins; after which he 

ſang the creed, as it is chanted at high maſs; 
then proceeding to the veſpers, he ſang them, 
without forgetting even the Magnificat. Al- 
though the raſcal ſtunned me, I could not for- 
bear laughing, nay, I even intreated him to go 
on, when he was obliged to ſtop to recover his 
breath. Courage, friend, ſaid I, do not leave 
off ; if heaven has given you good lungs, you 
do not make an ill uſe of them. Ob! for that 
matter, not I, anſwered he; 1 am not, God be 
thanked, like the 98 of thoſe who travel 
the roads, they ſing only ſuch ſongs as are either 


ſmutty or profane, I do not even ing any of the 


bailads on our wars againſt the Moors; for at 


leaſt they are vain, if they are not lewd. Lou 


are poſſeſſed of a modeſty and probity, replied I, 
rare to be found in muleteers; but with your ex» 
treme ſei upulouineſs about the choice of your 
ſongs, have you alſo made a vow of chaſtity in 
thoſe inns where there are handſome maids? 


_ Certainly, rejoined be; continency is another 
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thing, upon which I value myſelf in thoſe places; 
I am wholly taken up there with the care I ought 


to have of my mules. I was not alittle ſurpriſ- 
ed to hear this phoenix of a muleteer talk thus; 


and thinking him a man of honeſty and good 
ſenſe, I entered into converſation with him as 
ſoon as he bad ſung as much as he chuſed, _ 
We arrived at Illeſcas in the evening; and 
when we got to the inn, I left my companion to 
take care of the mules, and went into the kit- 
eben. I ordered the Jandlord to prepare us a 
good ſupper; which he promiſed to do fo well, 
that I ſhould remember all my life my having 
lodged at his houſe, Aſk, purſued he, aſk your 
muleteer what ſort of a man lam. By St. Fran- 
cis, I will defy all the cooks in Madrid and To- 


ledo to make ſo good an olla podrida as Ll can, 1 


will toſs you up to-night a ragout of young rab- 


bits of my dreſſing, to ſhew you whether I ſay 


too much for myielf. Thereupon he pointed to 
a ſtew-pan, wherein there was, as he ſaid, a rab- 
bit already cut in pieces. That, continued he, 


is what 1 deſign to toſs you up. When I have | 


added to it ſome pepper, and ſalt, with wine, 


ſweet herbs, and ſome other ingredients which 


I uſe in my ſauces, I hope to preſent you with a 
ragout fit for a contador-major, 


Aiter the landlord had thus extolled himſelf, 


he began to dreſs ſupper ; and whilſt he was a- 
bout it, I went into a parlour, where lying down 


upon a wretched bed I found there, I fell aſleep, 
being heartily tired, and having had no reſt the 
night before, In about two hours, the muleteer 


came 
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came to awake me: Maſter, faid he, your ſup- 
per waits you; come, if you pleaſe, and fit down 


at the table, There was a cloth laid in the room 


with two covers. We fat down thercat, the mu- 
leteer and I, and the ragout was brought in. 1 
fell to it eagerly, and thought it an excellent 
diſh z whether my hunger made me judge of it 
too favourably; or whether it was the effect of 


the cook's ingredients, They afterwards ſerved 


up a piece of roaſted mutton; and obſerving 
that the muleteer touched only the laſt diſh, but 
never taſted the other, I enquired his reaſon for 
ſo doing. He anſwered with a ſmile, that he 
was not fond of ragouts. This anſwer, or ra» 
ther the ſmile with which it was accompanied, 
ſeemed to me myſterious. You conceal from 


me the true reaſon of your not Eng this ragout, 
ſaid I; I beg you would tell it me. Since jou 
are ſo deſirous of knowing it, replied he, I muſt 
inform you J have an averſion to cramming down 
theſe ſorts of ragouts, ever ſince, on the road 


from Toledo to Cuenca, a large cat was' ferved 


up in a ragout, inſtead of a rabbit; this has gi 


ven me a diſguſt to fricallees, ” 
As ſoon as the muleteer faid this, ork 


1 ſtanding my being infinitely hungry, my ſtomach 


failed at once. I imagined I had been eating a 
cat palmed upon me for a rabbit, and I could 
no longer look upon the ragout without be⸗ 
ing diſguſted at it. My companion did not cure 


me of this ſuſpicion, by telling me that the inn» - 
keepers In Spain frequently made ſuch miſtakes, 
as well as the paltry cooks. This n as 
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may be gueſſed, was a great conſolation z accord» 
ingly, I had not the leaſt inclination to return to 
the ragout, nor even to touch roaſt- meat, for fear 
the mutton ſhould be no more genuine than the 
rabbit I therefore aroſe from the table, wiſth- 
ing the ragout, the landlord, and the inn at the 
devil; and lying down again upon the bed, paſ- 
ſed the night more quietly than I had expected. 
Next morning early, after paying my landlord as 
| Tiberally as if be had uſed me very well, I haſten- 
ed away trom llleſcas, with my imagination ſtill 
ſo ull of the ragout, that I took for cats all the 
living creatures I met in my way. | 2 
We arrived at Madrid in good time, where as 
ſoon as I had ſatisfied my muleteet, I hired a 
room, ready furniihed, near the gate, called Sun» 
Gate. My eye, though accuſtomed to the beau - 
monde, were nevertheleſs dazzled at the vaſt 
concourſe of noblemen that are uſually to be ſeen. 
at the court end of the town. TI admired the 
prodigious number of coaches, and the infinite 
ciouds of gentlemen, pages, and footmen, in the 
retinue of the grandees. But my admiration re- 
doubled, when, going to the King's levee, I faw_ 
that monarch ſurrounded by his courtiers. I no | 
longer wondered at baving.heard it ſaid, that 
one muit ſee the court of Madrid, to be able to 
conceive all its magnificence ; I was overjoyed at 
having come thither, and was aſſured, in my own. 
thoughts, that I ſhould. do ſomething exttaordi- 
nat y there, Howe ver, all I did there, was to get 
ſome acquaintance, that were of no manner of” 
- ſervice io me. : ſpent all my money by little 


and 
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and little; and-- was at laſt very 1 with all | 
my merit, in taking up with-a pedant of Salaman - 


ca, whom a family affair had brought to Madrid, 


where he was born, and to whom! became known 
by mere chance. - He made me his fac tetum, 
and I went with him to his en when he 
returned thither. _ TH 

My new- maſter was ee ' Dom: Ignatio. * 
Ipigna; he had aſſumedꝭ the title of Don, on ac+ 
count of having been tutor to a Duke, who, in 
gratitude, had ſettled a penſion on him for life: 


he had, another, as ſenior pcofeſſot ot his college, 


and beſides, exacted every year a contribution of 
two or three hundred piſtoles from the public, 
by printing his books of dogmatical morals, His 
way of. compoling theſe works, deſerves very well 
my making honourable. mention thereof. e 


ſpent almoſt the whole day 1 in reading Hebrew, 


Greek, and Latin authors, and in writing down. . 
upon a tittle quatre bit of paper, every apoph= 
thegm, or fine thought which he found therein. 
In proportion as he filled tu eſe bits, he employ- 
ed me in putting them upon a file in the ſhape 


of a garland, and each garland. made a volume. 


What -wretched books did we palm upon the 
world! Not a month paſſed that we did not 
make at leaſt two volumes, and immediately the 


preſs groaned under tbe buithen ot. our compo- 
ſitions. What is molt turprifiugy | is, that. thoſe 


rhapſodies were. publiſhed as novelties; and if | 


the critics thought proper to reproach. the author: 


with ſtealing. ſrom the aucients, he would an- 
| 5 E 6 „„ IT ITTITTECS £ ſwer, 
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ſwer, Sk a haugbty impudence, 1 letamur | 
in ipſo 72h 
He was likewiſe a preat commentator; and 
Waere was ſo much learning in his commentaties, 
that he frequently made remarks upon things not 
worthy of any 'annotations. As he ſometimes 
_ tranſcribed , paſſages out of Heſiod and other au- 
thors, (though very prepolterouſly) upon his ſquare 
bits of paper before mentioned, I did not fail of 
improving myſelf, by being even with this pe- 
dant; it would be ungtateful in me not to ac- 
knowledge it, I made myſelf maſter of writings | 
by oſten copying his works; and though in treat · 
ing me rather like a pupil than like a ſervant, he 
took care to cultivate my underſtanding, he did 
not neglect my morals at the fame time. Sei- 
pio, would he fay, (when by chance he heard of 
any domeſtic, who had played a roguilh trick) take 
Care, child, of not following the ill example of 
that raſcal 3 a ſervant ought to do his duty by his 
maſter both with zeal and fidelity: in a word, 
Don Ignatio let flip no opportunity of inciting - 
me to virtue; and his exhortations had fo good 
an effect upon me, that 1 wat not in the leaſt 
tempted to play him any trick, during the whole 
fiiteen months that I lived with bim. 

1 have already ſaid that Dr. de Ipigna was oaks 
ginally of Madrid; he had a relation there, na- 
med Catalina, who waited upon. the prince's 
nurſe. This maiden, who is the very fame to 
whom I had afterwards recourſe to get the Sig- 
nior de Santillane out of the tower of Segovia, 
baving a mind to ſerve Don Ignatio, engaged her 
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miſtreſs to aſk/a W we him of the Duke de 
Lerma. Hereupon that miniſter preferted him 
to the arch-deaconry of Grenada, which, being 
in a conquered country, the diſpoſal of it is in 
the King, We ſet out for Madrid as ſoon as 
we heard this news, the Doctor being defirous 
of thanking his benefactreſſes before he went to 
Grenada. I had then more than one opportu« 
nity of ſeeing and ſpeaking to Catalina. My 
gay temper and eaſy air pleaſed her; on the other 
hand, the was ſo much to my fancy; that I could 
not help making ſuitable returns to the little 
marks of, affection ſhe ſhewed me: in ſhort, we 
devoted. ourſelves entirely to each other, For- 
give me this confeſſion, my dear Beatrice, as L 
believed you unfaithful to my bed, that error 
ought to ſave me from your reproaches. _ | 

ln the mean while, Don Ignatio was prefiare 
ing for his departure to Grenada; and his rela- 

tion and I being frightened at the approaching 


ſeparation wherewith we were threatened, had 


recourſe to an expedient which prevented it, 1 
pretended to be fick, and complained of my 
head and breaſt, and adted to the life a man op- 
preſſed with all the illneſs in the world. My 
maſter lent for a phyfician, who, after having well 
obſerved me, told me plainly, that my diſtemper 
was of worſe conſequence than was imagined; 
and that, in all appearance, I ſhould keep my 
cha ber for ſome time. The doctor, impatient 
to be at his cathedral, did not think proper to put 
off his departure, but choſe rathet to hire an- 

other lexrant; ann.. himſelf with deli- 
vering 


To 
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vering me over to the care of a nurſe, with 
whom he left a ſum of money to bury me if 1 
died, or to reward me for my good ſervices if I 
recovered. | 
| When I knew Don lgnatio was gone for 
Grenada, my indiſpoſition fled; wherefore I got 
up; diſmiſſed the phyſician, who had ſo much 
penetration; and turned off my nurſe, who rob- 
bed me of above half the money ſhe was to have 
given me, Whilſt I acted this part, Catalina 
was playing another with Donna Anna de Gue- 
vara, her miſtreſs, whom ſhe informed that I was 
admirable for intrigues; this made her chuſe me: 
for one of her agents. This good nurſe, whom 
the love of riches induced frequently to under- 
take jobs, had need of ſuch emiſſaries ; where- 
fore ſhe reccived me amongſt. het domeſtics, and- 
ſoon put me to the trial. Sbe ſent me upon 
errands that required ſome: addteſs; and, with» 
out vanity, I uid not diſcharge myſelf of them 
like a novice: accordingly, ſhe was as well 
pleaſed with me, as I had 1eaion to be diſſatisfied 
with her She was ſo covetous, that ſhe gave me 
not the leaſt (hare of the fr uits.the reaped from my 
labour and induſtry; imagining, that, in paying: 
me my wages, ſhe was vaſtly generous to me. 
This cxceſſive avarice would have made me ſhift- 
my quarters, if I had not becn prevented by the 
goodneſs of Catalina, who becoming daily more 
enamoured of me, at * ne to me pm; 
to marry her. | | 
Be not in ſuch a dani my charmer, ſaid I, 
that ceremony cannot be ſo oon ſolemnized by 


us; 


6 1 1 . Lil But 


us; 1 muſt firſt hear of the death of a young per- 
| ſon who has been beforehand with you, and to 
whom I was joined in wedlock for my fins. Tell 
that ſtory to ſomebody elſe, ſaid Catalina, you 


pretend you are married, to conceal from me, ci» 


villy, your averſion to mary me, 1 proteſted 
to her in vain, that I ſpoke ingenuouſly my lin» 
cere confeſhon ſeemed to her a ſham; and being 


offended at it, ſhe altered her way of behaviour ä 
to me. We did not quarrel indeed; but we 


grew viſibly cold to each other, and behaved. (0 


as not to break in vpn common e and 
. | 


Whilſt things were in 101 Gtuation, 1 was in- 
N that Signior Gil Blas de Santillane, ſe- 
cretary to the firit miniſter of the crown of Spain, 
wanted a footmanz and I was the more pleaſed 
with this place, as it was cried. up to me ay the 


molt agrecable one that I could poſſeſs. The 


Signior de Santillane, ſaid they, is a worthy ca- 


valier, and a great favourite of the Duke de Ler- 
ma, and one muſt of courſe ſoon grow rich; be- 
ſides, be is one of a generous. ioul, in doing his 
buſineſs you will likewiſe do your own very well, 


you will be ſure to find your, account in it, I 


immediately ſeized this opportunity, and went 
and offered my ſervice to ſignior Gil Blas, for 


whom I found in myſelf a ſtrong inclination at 


firſt fight, and who hired me upon my looks. I 


therefore that moment refolved to leave Donna 
Anna de Guevara for him, and he (hail be, hope, 


the laſt maſter I will have. 


Thus my erden, ended his Rory; after which, 


addreſlin 8 
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addreſſing himſelf to me; Signior de Santiflane, 


continued he, be fo good as to teſtify to thoſe la- 


dies, that I have always behaved honellly and af. 


fectionately to you. I have need of your evi- 
dence to per fuade them, that Coſcolina's ſon has 
reformed his morals, and made his vitious incli- 
nations ſubmit to virtuous ſentiments. 

Yes, ladies, ſaid 1 then, that is what I can 
aſſure you of; though Scipio in his infant days 
was a knave, and would let nothing eſcape his 


fingers, he is ſo well reclaimed ſince, that he has 


become the model of a faultleſs ſervant. I am 


fo far from having any thing to reproach him 


with, about his behaviour to me, that L ought 
rather to own my being very much obliged to 
him. The night I was ſeized, and carried to 
the tower of Segovia, he ſaved from pillage, 
and depoſited in good hands, part of my effects, 
which he might without the leaſt fear of dicove- 
ry have converted to his own uſe : nor was he 


contented with doing his utmoſt to preſerve my 
ſubſtance, but he came in pure friendfhip to ſhut 


bimſelf up with me in that loanſome priſon, chu; 


fing rather to ſhare in my affliction, men to live | 


at eps in Madrid, 
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How happy Gil Blas was, and wad a 1 "ey 
cident put a Stop to it. What Changes haps 
pened at Court, which induced woe Sick ro res 
turn thither. 1 8 . 

N T ONIA and Scipio 8 * as I be» 

fore obſerved, lived in very good friend= 

ſhip wich each other; the one having been ac- 
cuſtomed to behave like a dutiful ſervant, and 
the other ufing herſelf 8 to play the 

miſtreſs. 
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miſtreſs. My ſecretary.and I were too fond huſ- 


bands, and too well beloyed by our wives, not 
to have ſoon the happineſs of being fathers ; 
they became pregnant almoſt at the fame time. 
Beatrice was delivered firſt of a daughter; a few 
days after which, Antonia filſec us all with joy, 
in bringing a ſon into the world. 1 diſpatched 
immediately Scipio to V alencia, to acquaint the 
governor with theſe happy tidings, who came to 


Lirias with Seraphina, and the Maichioneſs de 


Pliego, to ſtand ſureties for the child, taking a 
pleaſure in adding this teſtimony of his affection 
to all thoſe I had already received from him. 


My ſon, to whom that nobleman was godfather, 


and the Marchioneis Sefer; was called Al- 
phonſo; and the governour's lady being deſirous 
of Going me that honour, ſtood with me to Sci- 
pio's daughter, to whom we gave the name of 
Seraphina. 

Not only all the perſons i in the manour- houſe 


were rejoiced at the birth of my ſon, but the in- 


havitant» ot Lirias celebrated it alſo by rejoicings, 
which was a certain proof that all the hamlet in - 
tereſted themſelves in whatever pleaſed their 
Lord. But, alas! our rejoicings were ſoon at 


zn end; or, to ſpeak more. properly, they were 


ſuddenly turned into mourning, tears, and la- 

mentations, by an accident, that above twenty 
years*hath not been able to obliterate from my 
memory. My ſon died, and my wife, though 


| lately delivered of him, did not long ſurvive, be- 


ing carried off by a violent fever, after fourteen 
months marriage. "The reader may, eaſil) ima- 1 


* 
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gine how much 18 aflifed at this diteful e- 
vent; I fell into a ſtupid beavineſs; and by be- 
ing too ſenſihle oſ the loſs I had ſuſtained, L 
ſeemed as fi had been wholly inſenſble theces 
of. I remained inf@his ſtupor ſive or ſix daye, 
nor would I receiveany- ſuſtenance; and had it 
not been for Scipio, Jam apt to think I ſhould. 
either have ſuffered myſelf to have died with 
hunger, or ſhould have gone diſtracted. But 
this artful ſecretary had the addreſs. to deceive 
my grief in conforming himſelf to it; he cun- 
ningly made me take ſome broth, by offering it 


to me with ſuch. a melancholy air, that he ſeems - 
ed not to give it ſo much to hefe Wh as 


to nouriſh, my -gricfs- in) „ 0 „ 

Moreover,. this affectionate ** wrote to 
Don Alphonſo, to acquaint, him with my de- 
plorable caſe, and the woeful condition I was in z 
that compaſſionate and ſympathifing nobleman, 
that generous friend, haſtened away ſoon after he 


received it to Lirias z I cannot, without tears, 


recolle& , the moment he appeated before me. 
My dear Santillane, ſaid; he embracing. me, I 
come not here to comfort you; I come. to la- 
ment with you the Joſs. of the once amiable 
Antonia, as you would with me that, of Sera» 


phina, ſhould it pleaſe heaven, to call her hence. 


In effect, he wept, and anſwered me ſigh for-fighs, 
Overwhelmed as I was with my own ſorrows, 
Now Alphonſo” 5 derte afleced me very >: 8 


The governour had Ne a long 3 : 
£ nde with Seipie, what meant to take to al- 
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leviate thy grief; and they both concluded that 
I ſhould be temoved for ſome time from Lirias, 


where every thing continually brought the image 
_ of Antenia freſh in my mind: upon this Don 


Ce ſar's fon offered to take me with him to Va- 


lencia; and my ſecretary ſeconded this propoſal 
ſo ſtrongly, that I, at 550 accepted of it. I left 
Scipio then and his wife at my houſe, the fight 
of which in reality ſerved only to aggravate my 
grief; and departed with the governour for Va- 
lencia, When I arrived there, Don Cæſar, 
and his amiable daughter-in-law, did all in their 
power to diſpel my chagrin 3 they had recourſe, 
by turns, to all the amuſements that were moſt 
proper to divert my thoughts; but notwithſtand- 
ing all their officions care, I remained over- 
whelmed with a deep melancholy, from which 
they could not extricate me, It was not Sci- 
pio's fault that I did not recover my former tran- 
quillity; he often came to viſit me, and returned 
to Lirias the more melancholy, or the more chear- 
ful, juſt as he ſaw me more or ry po raged to FRE 
mit of conſolation. | 
One morning in particular, he haſtily came 
into my chamber; Sir, ſaid he, with great emo- 
tion, there is a report current about the city, that 
concerns the whole kingdom; it is rumoured 
that Phillip III. is dead, and that the Prince his 
ſon has aſcended the throne. They ſay beſides, 
added he, that the Cardinal Duke of Lerma has 
Joſt his place; that he is even forbid-the court 
and that Don Gaſpard de Guzman, Count d'Oli- 
1 is now TROP" SO" I felt myſelf 
op. 2 ſomewhat _ 
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ſomewhat moved at this news, and yet I knew 

not for what reafon. Scipio, perceiving it, aſked 
me, if I was not at all affected by this great 
change. Why how far, my friend, replied I, 
would you have me affected therewith? I 
have quitted the court; all the changes that can 
happen there, ought for the ſuture to be . 
indifferent to me. 

For a man of your age, ſaid Scipio, you are 
ſdeptifingly weaned from the world, Were I 
in your place, I ſhould have a defire to ſatisfy 
my curioſity ; I ſhould go to Madrid, and there 
appear before the young monarch, to try whether 
he would recolle& me. Your ſentiments may 
not agree with mine, but this is a fatisfaQtion I 
ſhould give myſelf, I underſtand you very well, 
reſumed I; your are defirous of having me to 
return to court, to try my fortune there once 
more; or rather to turn there again a covetous' 
ambitious wretch. Why ſhould your morals be 
again corrupted there ? rejoined Scipio. I have 
more confidence than you have in your virtue, 
and I will be anſwerable for your conſtancy and 
reſolution on this occaſion. The tenfible re» 
flections you made upon;the court in your dife 
grace, leave you no room to dread the dangers 
of it. Embark again boldly upon a ſea, with all 
whoſe rocks and ſhelves you are acquainted. © 
Not ſo fait, flatterer, interrupted I, ſmiling, act 
thou tired with ſeeing me lead a quier life ? 1 
thought my NET had deen more dear to 
thee, * i 

Don Cæſar and his ſon now arriving, our dic 

courſe 


courſe was interrupted; they confirmed to me 
the news of the King's death, as well as of the 
Dvke of Lerma's diſgrace. They moreover told 
me, that this miniſter having begged to retire to 
Rome, had not been able to obtain it, but had 
been ordered to go and live at his Marquiſate of 
Denia. Thus ſaying, as if they had previouſly 
concerted matters with my ſecretary, they adviſed 
me to ſet out for Madrid, and ſhew myſelf to the 
new King; fince I was not only known sto him, 
Hut had even done him ſome ſervices, which 
great men are for the moſt part not backward: in 
Tewarding. | 
For my part, cried Ons Alphonſo, I am al- 
moſt certain that he will requite them; Pbilip 
IV. is obliged to pay the debts of the Prinze of 
Spain. I am of your way of thinking, ſaid Don 
Cziar; and I look upon Santillane's journey to 
courty as an opportunity for him to riſe to ſome 
great employment. Indeed, my Lords, anſwer- 
ed I, you do not conſider what you ſay; one 
would imagine to hear you both, that 1 need on- 
ly go to Madrid, to have the golden key, or 
ſome other confiderable employment. On the 
contrary, I am of opinion, that the King would, 
not takè the leaſt notice of me, though i ſhould 
appear before him; I will put it to the trial if 
you deſire it, to ee e you. The Lords of 
Leyva took me at my word, and I could not a- 
void promiſing them to ſet out a+ ſoon as poſſible 
for Madrid. When my ſecretary ſaw me deter- 
mined to take this journey, he was much rejoi- 
ced; imagining I ſhould no loner appear be- 
fore 
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fore the new monarch, than be would diſtin- 
guiſh me from the croud, and load me with 
honours and favours. Hereupon ' pleaſing his 
fancy with the moſt flattering. chimætas, he 
raiſed me in his imagination to the firſt poſts 
of the ſtate, and puſhed his own fortune by 
the means of my advancement, I made pre- 
parations therefore to return to Madrid; not 
with the view of making my court there to 
Fortune; but to ſatisfy Don Cæſar, and his 
ſon, whoſe minds were poſſeſſed with the 
opinion, that I ſhould. ere long enjoy the 
good graces of my ſovereign. It it true, I 
felt at the bottom of my heart ſome delire to 
know if that young prince would again re- 
collect me. Urged by this curioſity, with⸗ 
out either hopes or intention of profiting 
by the new reign, I departed for Madrid 
with Scipio, intruſting Beatrice, who was an 


excellent manager, with the care of my. Foul 
and family. 
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CHAP. II. 


Gil Blas s Arrival .at Madrid; be appears at 

Court, where the King recolle#s him, and re- 
commends him to his firſt Miniſter : the Succeſs 
of his Recommendation, 


* 


ON Alphonſo giving us two of his beſt 
horſes, we reached Madrid in leſs than 
eight days. We went immediately to a ready- 
furniſhed houſe, where I had already lodged twice 

before, and there diſmounted; and Vincent Fo- 
rero, my former 1 1 gave me a very _y 
welcome. 

As he was a man who valued himſelf upon 
knowing every thing that paſſed both at court 
and in the city, I aſked him what was the beſt 
news at Madrid ? There 1s a great deal, anſwers, 
ed he; ſince our late King's death, the friends 
and partizans of the Cardinal Duke of Lerma 
have taken abundance of pains to preſerve his 
Eminence in the miniſtry, but all their efforts 
have been abortive; the Count d'Vlivarez has 
overcome them, It is pretended. that Spain 
loſes nothing by the change; and that this new 
miniſter is a man of ſuch an extenſive geniue, 
that he would even be capable of governing all 
the world: heaven grant it prove tru2, What 
is very ceitain, continued he, is, that the people 
have conceived a very bigh notion of his capa» 
city; we {hail ſee in the end, whether the Duke 

of Lerma's polt'is better or worſe filled by his 
ſucceſſor. Foreto's tongue being thus ct a- 
going, 
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going, he informed me of all the alterations, 
that had been made at court, fince Count 
d Olirarcz had been at the 1 of the ü 
monarchy, | 

Two days after my arrival at Madrid, I went 
to the King's apartment after dinner, and placęd 
myſelf in his way as he was going to his cloſet, 
but he took not the leaſt notice of me, | attend- 
ed the following day at the fame place, but was 
as unſucceſsful as before; and the day after he 
juſt caſt his eyes upon me, in going along the. 
floor, but ſcemed not to regard my perſon. Lou 
ſee, ſaid I to Scipio Wo was with me, that the 
King does not remember me, or if he does call 
me to mind, he wants not to renew acquarnts 
ance with me. | believe it would not be amiſs 
to ſteer dur courſe back again to Valencia, Let 
us not be ſo haſty in our reſolutions; Sir, an- 
ſwered my ſecretary; you are more ſenhblethan 
I, that the only way to ſucceed at court, is by pa- 
tience. Still perſiſt in ſewing yourſelf to his 
Majeſty ; by often placing yourſelf in his fight, 
you will oblige him to confider you more atten- 
tively, and to remember the features of his 1 | 
agent to the beautiful Catalina. | 

Agrecable to my ſecretary's requeſt, I works: 
vered in dancing the ſame attendance for three: 
weeks, However, one day, it ſo happened that 
the king, ſtruck with my fight, ordered me to be 
called. I entered his cloſer, but not without be 
ing t in ſome confuſion at being admitted toa pri- 
vate converſation with my ſovereign. Whoare 
you? ſaid his Majeſty, Jaur features are not un- 

Vor. E known 
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known to me; whete, have I ſeen you? Binds" 
replied I trembling, I-had the hynour to con- 
duct you one night, with the Count de Lemos, 


ko 
the Prince, interrupting me; you was then the 
Duke of Lerma's tecretary 3 aud, if I am not 


miſtaken, you are called Santillane. I have not 
forgot that you zezlouſly ſerved me on that oc- 
csſion, and was but poorly rewarded for your 


pains, Was not you put in priſon for that ad- 


venture? Yes, anſwered I, Sire, I was fix 
months in the tower of Segovia; but you were 
fo kind as to procure my enlargement. That does 


rot acquit me of what I owe Santillane, re- 
plied he; it is not enough that I had him ſet at 
liberty, I muſt make him amends ſor the troubles 
he ſuffered on my account. 


The young king having thus 3 the 


Count d' Olirarez entered the cloſet. Every trifle 


diſpleaies favourites; be was ſurprized to ind 


there one unknown to himy and the King re- 
doubled his aſtoniſhment, by faxing ; Count, I 


put this young wan into your bands; give him 


ſome good poſt; 1 charge you with the care of, 
enriching him. Lhe miniſter affected to receive. 
tbis order with a gracious air, but examined me 
all the while from head to foot, and was very 
anxious to know who I was: when his Majeſty 
ditecting his diſcourſe to me, Go, friend, added 
he, vou may depend upon the Count's employing 
you, both: pl UNEy for. MF: ſervice, ana 


your own intereit, 


«(1 1e retired, and 1 went to 1, fon of 
N | . | . Coſcolinag 


Ah! I remember it very well, cried 
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Coſcolina, who, boroiog with impatience to Lata. 
what the King bad ſaid to me, was in an in2x» 


preſſible unea ſineſs. He enquired, as ſoon as 1 


came up to him, whether we were to retutn to 
Valencia, or to remain at court. / Lou ſhall be. 
Judge yourſelf, anſwered I; and at the ſame time 


I Glled bim with raptures, by reciting to him 


verbatim the little diſcourſe I bad juſt had with 


the Prince. My dear maſter, then ſaid Scipio, 


in the exceſs of his joy, will you believe me an-! 
other time? Own that the Lords of Leyva and 
I were in the right, to adviſe you to take a 
journey to Madrid. I already ſee you in an ex- 
alted ſtation; you will become the Calderona of 
Count d'Ulivarez, I do not in the leaſt with 
for that honour, cried I, interrupting him; that 
poſt is ſurrounded with too many precipices to 
excite my envy. I ſhould be glad of an en 


ployment wherein I ſhould have no oppertuni- 


ty of doing injuilice, nor of making a baſe. 
traſſic of my Prince's goodneſs. After the uſe 
I made of my paſt favour, I cannot be too much 


upon my guard againſt avariceand ambition, Go, 
dir, reſumed Scipio, the miniſter will put you 


in ſome good poſt, wherein you may do your du- 
ty, and yet act ene to the character of an 


honeſt man. 


More urged by Beigio, Wes ſig my; own. 
curioſity, I went the next morning, before break 
of day, to the Count d' Olivarez; having been 
informed, that every morning, whether winter 
or ſummer, he gave audience, by candle-light, - 
to all who had any buſineſs with him. Jeder 
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myſelf modeſtly in a corner of the parlour, and 
from thence examined the Coun as foon as he 
made his appearance'; for T had taken but little 
notice of him in the King's cloſet. I faw a man 
of more than middle ſtature, and who might have 
paſſed for fat, in a country, where one ſeldom 


beholds any but who are leag. He was fo round 
ſhoulcered, that I thought him hump backed, 


though in reality he was not fo; his head, which 


was of a monſtrous ſize, bung bre epo his 
breaſt ; bis hair was black and lank, bis viſage 


long, bis complexion olive, his mouth ſunk in, 


and bis chin long and Nene and very much 
turned up. 

The owner of ſuch an aſſemblage of ill ſea - 
tures could not be reckoned a handfome man; 


nevertheleſs, as I imagined him diſpoſed to oblige: 


me, I looked upon him with indulgence, and e- 


ven thought him agreeable. It is true, he re- 
ceived evety one with an affable and kind air, 
and took very prac ouſly all the petitions that 
were preſented him, which ſeemed to ſerve him 
inſtead of a good mien. Nevertheleſs, when I 
advanced in my turn to ſalute him, and inform 
him who I was, he gave an” ill-natured threa - 


tening look, and turning his back upon me, 


without condeſcending to hear me, returned a- 


gain into his cloſet. I then imagined this no- 


bleman more deformed than he really was, aud 
vet oat of the parlour, very much vexed at ſuch 
a haugbty reception, Withour knowing what T i 


ought 1: think of it. 


Having iejoined Scipio, 308 waited for me 


Ain , | | | at 


1 


6 #4 1 ak 149 


at the door; Do you know, ſaid I, * I have 
been received ? No, replied he, bat it is not 


difficult to gueſs; the miniſter, ready to comply 


with his prince's pleaſure, has undoubtedly: ofs 
fered you ſome advantageous. polt, Lou ate 


groſsly deceived, anſwered I; at the ſame time I 
informed him in what manner he ad received: 


me. He heard me very attentively; after ꝶhich 


be ſaid ; The Count muſt not have remembered 


| you, but muſt have taken you for another; I ads 
viſe you to pay bim another viſit; I do not doubt 
but he will receive you more gracioully, I did 


as my ſecretary defired, and appeared before the 


miniſter a ſecond time; when behaving ill 


worſe to me than at firſt, he knit his brows 


as ſoon as he ſaw me, as if my ſight had been 
difagreeable to him; after which he turned; 5 


eyes off me, and retired without opening 


2 


I was very much clicks at - this behaviour, . 


therefore I was tempted to ſet out directly on my 


return to Valencia; but Scipio did not fail to 
oppoſe this, not being able to renounce the flat- 


tering hopes he had conceived. Is it not evi - 


dent, faid I, that the Count is reſolved to drive 


me away from the court ?, The King has ex- 


preſſed his regard for Mme, is not that ſufficient to 


* 


make me be, hated. by his favourite? Let us 


yield, my boy, let us yield with A good grace, 


to the power of ſuch a potent enemy. Sit, an- 
ſwered Scipio, greatly incenſed at the Count 


d' lhlvarez, I would not quit my ground (0 eaſi- 


N 1735 1 would complain to the King of the little 


GS: ; regard 
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regard the alidifien has to his recommendation. 
Very bad counſel, my friend, ſaid I; ſhould 1 
take that imprudent ſtep, it Wand not be long 
before I ſhould repent it; I do not even know, 


whether I am not in danger by wp. be CG 
in this city. 


When I bad thus faid, my ſecretary ret | 


lefted himſelf; and confidering that, in effect, 
we had to do with a man, who might, when be 
thought proper, make us pay a ſecond viſit to 


the tower of Segovia, he began to ſympathiſe 


with me in my fear; -wherefore he no longer 


oppoſed my deſire of returning to Valencia, ſor 


which place I reſolved to fer out we day 21 
Aan 
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CHAP. 11. 


How Gil Blas was prevented frem putting in Pris 
rice the Reſelut ion he had formed of leaving the 
Court; and of the W Service Fofeph 


Navarro did him. 


N my way back to my lodging, I met Joſeph 
Navarro, clerk of the kitchen to Don Baltha- 
zar de Zuniga, and my old friend. I went up 
to him, and ſaluted him, aſking, whether he 


knew me, or would be ſo good as to ſpeak to a 
villain, who had repaid his friendſhip with in ; 


gratitude. You confefs then, ſaid he, that you 
have uſed me ill? Les, anſwered I; and 1 


ought 


7 Cp Saga 3 2 
2 ? CN I - 


* —— 
5 r 


a: 


. 
oy 


6 1 I. BY A 8. ITY 


obglit to ibe loaded with rden I deſerve 


them all, if I have not already expiated my ctime 
by the remorſe that followed it. Since you are 


ſorry for your ill behaviour, anſwered Navarro, 
embracing me, I ought to eraſe it from my me- 


mory. © On the other hand, I preſſed Joſeph in 


my arms, and we both reafſumed for each other 
our former ſentiments of friendſhip; : 
He knew of my impriſonment, and the diſors 
der of my affairs; but was ignorant of all the 
reſt; wherefore I related the whole affair to him, 
even to the converſation I had with his Majeity; 
neither did I conceal from bim the ill reception 


I bad juſt met with from the miniſter, nor my 


deſign of leaving the city. Be careful how you 
do that, ſaid he; ſince the King has expreſſed an 
affection for you, it is fit it ſhould be of ſome 
ſervice to you.” Under the roſe, the Count d Oli- 


varez has a very ſingular diſpoßtion ; he is a no- 


bleman full of whims; ſometimes, as on this 
occaſion, he behaves in a very uncommon man- 
ner; and he himſelf alone bas the key to all his 
irregular actions. As for the reſt, whatever 
realons he may have for receiving you ill, keep 
here cloſe, and ſtir not an inch; they ſhall not 
hinder your making your advantage of the King's 
goodneſs, that is what I can atſure you of; I will 
mention it this evening to Don Balthazar de Zu- 
niga, my maſter, who is uncle to the Count 


5 d'Olivarez, and who ſhares with him the cares 


of the government. Navarro having thus laid 


to me, alked a direction to m Water : and lo 
we parted. da 
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I ſoon ſaw bim again; he. paid me a viſit the 
45 next day at my lodging. Signior de dan - 
tillane, ſaid be, you have got a protector; my 
malter is willing to aſſiſt you with his credit; 
upon the good character I have given him of 


you, he has promiſed to ſpzak in your behalf to 


the Count d*Ulivarez bis nephew; and I am not 
in the leaſt afraid, but he will prepoſſeſs him in 
your favour. My friend Navarro, refſoiving not 
to ſerxe me by halves, preſented me two days 
afterwards to Don Balthazar, who ſmiling ſaid to 
me: Sig nior de Santillane, your friend Joſeph 
has given me ſo good a charaQer of you, that he 
has gained me over to your intereſt, I made a 
low bow to Signior de Zuniga, and anſwered, 
that I ſhould all my days have a lively ſenſe of 
the obligation Navarro. had laid upon me, by ha- 
ving procured me the protection of a miniſter, 


who was jultly called The Light of the Council. 


At this anſwer, which flattered him ſo agreeably, 


Don Balthazar patted me on the ſhoulder, ſaying 


with a ſmile, You may return to-morrow. to the 


Count d'Olivarez, when you will be enter peaked 


with. him 
I appeared then for the hand. time before: the 
ficlt miniſter, who having diſtinguiſhed me a- 
mongſt the cioud, caſt his eyes on me with a 
ſmile; from whence I conceived a favourable o- 
men. This locks well, ſaid I to myſelt, the un- 
cle has made bis nephew hear reaſon. I now 
fully expected a gracious reception, and accords 
ingly wy {xpect-tio; was an'wered. Phe Count, 
alter having given audlicace to every one, took 
| me 


me-with TRAY into bis cloſer, erk he ſaid with 
a familiar air + Friend: Santillany, forgive me the 


pe. pl-xity I put you in tor my own diverſion; ; A * 


pleaied myſelt with making you uneaſy, te try 
your prudence, and fee 'what you would do in 


your ill humour I do not in the leaſt doubt, 


but you imagined that I was diſpleaſed at you; 
but, on the contrary, my boy, I muſt own, At 


your perion pleaſes me very well. lf the King, 


my maller, had not commanded me to take care 
oi your fortune, I ſhould do it- of my own incli- 


nation Beſides, Don Baithazar de Zuniga, my 


uncle, to whom I can refuſe nothing, has deſired 
me ts look upon you as a man, 'whoſe intereſt he 
has at heart z this is ne to determine me in 
your favour. | 


| his diſcourſe made wok a lively zupfen f 


upon my ſenſes, that I was quite confounded; 1 


tel}. proſtrate at the feet of the miniſter; who, 


having bid me riſe, thus continued: Come hi- 


ther again this afternoon, and aſk ior my ſteward, . 
who will tell you what orders I thall have given 
him. At theie words, his Excellency went out 
to hear mais, which he uſed to do every day, afe 


ter having given audience; after which he. te 
einn to the King's n! N 
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Gil Blas. gains the E Efteem of the Cont d Oli- 
vareſ. 

7 HEN the afternoon arrived, I went to 
\ \ the firſt miniſter's, and enquired foc 
bis fleward, who was called Don Raymond Ca- 
poris. As ſoon as I had acquainted him with 
my name, he reſpectfully ſaluted me, ſaying, 
Signior, be pleaſed to follow me; I will conduct 
you to the apartment that is appointed for you 
in this houſe. Thus ſaying, he led me, by a 
pair of back»ſtairs, to a rowof five or fix rooms, one 
within another, which made the ſecond ſtory of 


one of the wings of the houſe, and which were 
very plainly furnithed. This, Sir, reſumed he, 


4 
f 


is the lodging my Lord has aſſigned you; be- 


ſides which, you hase a table of ſix diſhes main- 
tained at his expence; you will be waited on by 
his own ſervants, and there will always be a 
coach at your command. Nor is this all, added 
ke, his Excellency bas ordered me to ſhew you 
the ſame reſpect, and ſee you as well ſerved as if 
you were of the {amily of the Guzinans. 180 
W hat the duce means all this? ſaid I to my · 
ſelf. In what light ought I to regard all theſe 
diltinQions ? Is'there no roguery in it, and bas 
not the miniſter a mind ts divert himſcl! a ſe- 
cond time, by ordering me to be ſo honourably 
treated? Whilſt J was in this uncertainty, tluc- 
tuating betwixt hope and fear, a page came to 


Iniot (11 


_— 


*.s 


-. 


Well, Santillane, ſaid he, does your apartment, 


and the orders I have given to Don Raymond, 


pleaſe you? Tour Excellency's goodneſs, an- 
ſwered J, ſeems to me extravagant, and I give 
way to it but with fear. For what reaſon ? 
replied he. Can I bebave too well to a 
man, whom the King himſelf has intruſted to my 
care, and of whoſe advancement he has ordered 
me to be mindful ? No, doubtleſs, I do no more 


than my duty, in treating you 'honourably, Be 


no longer ſurpriſed then at what I do for you, 
and depend on it, that a ſplendid and durahle 


fortune cannot eſcape you, if you are but as much 


devoted to me as you was to the Duke de Ler- 
nia. ; : | . | 


But now we are. talking of that nobleman,” 
added he, I have heard that you lived Wh him 


pretty familiarly; 1 have a curioſity to know how 


you two became acquainted, and what employ- 


ment you exerciſed at that miniſter's?  Conceal 
nothing from me, I- require a ſincere, account 


from you... I remembered then the perplexi:y, 1 


was in with the Duke de Lerma, in the like 


caſe, and in what manner I extricated ,mytelt 


from it, which I did now again very fortunate» 


ly : that is, I ſoftened in the relating ſuch paſſages 
as founded ſomething harſh, and paſſed over 
ſlightly ſuch places as redounded but little to my 
| bonour + I alſo ſpoke. favourably of the Duke de 
 Lerma, although I ſhould: have done my hearer 
more pleaiurce, in not ſparing him in the leaſt. 

As tor Don Rodriguez de Calderona, I gave him 
6 F700 G 6 : n 
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inform me, that the Count inquired: for me. 
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no quarter; 1 erumerated-all J knew of his fine 
exploits, in the traffic, of commanderies, benefit - 
ces, and governments. 

What you tell me of Calderona, 444 he mi- 
niſter, interrupting me, is conformable to certain 


memorials that have been pre ſented me againſt 


him, and which contain/articles of yet greater 
importance, tie will be brought very ſoon to 


hi: trial, and if you wiſh his downfall, I believe 
your wiſhes will be ſatisfied. I do not deſire 
His death, ſaid I; though it was no fault of 
His, that J did not meet mine in the tower of 


Segovia, where be was the cauſe of my being 


imprifened ſome months. How | cried his Ex- 
cellency, was it Don Rodriguez who occaſioned 


your impriſor ment? That is what I did not 
betore know. Don Balthazar, to whom Navarro 


bas told your ſtory, iniormed me indeed, that 
the late King ordered you to be confined, to pu- 


niſh you, for having carried the Prince of Spain 
one nigbt into a iuipicious place; but I know 
no more of the matter, neithe! can I imagine 
what part Calderona had in this»play. That of 
2 lover, aniwered I, who revenges an outrage 
received. {hen I related to him all the par- 
riculars of that adventure; which pleaſed him 
ſo much, that, as grave as he was, he could not 
forbear laughing, or rather, crying, tor pleaſure, 
Catalina, ſometimes niece, and ſometimes grand- 


daughter, deligbted bim extremely, as well as 
the part which the Duke de Lerma acted 1 in the 


whole affair. 7 


Atter the Count had beard yy tory, be dil. 
miſled. 


miſſed me, N me, | hind be ſhould not. fait 
to employ me ncxt day, I ran then immedi- 
ately to Zuniga's houſe, to thank Don Baltha- 
za, for his good offices, and to inform my friend 
Joſeph how much I had gained the es oO. 
of the oe: miniſter. 


See See eee e 


CHAP. v. 


The ſecret Conference which Gil Blas had with 
Navarro. and the firſt Buſineſs in which the 
Count d Oi employed him. 


% 


O ſooner did I ſee ſoſeph than I told him 
with ſome emotion, that 1 had a felt 
packet to open to him; upon which he carried 
me to a private place, where, having told him 
every thing that had paſſed, I aſked him what 
was his opinion of the matter. Really, ſaid he, 
you are in a fait way to make a great fortune; 
eve:y thing ſmiles upon you you pleaſe the fürſt 
miniſter; and, which ought not to be reckoned 

a nothing, I can: render you the ſame ſervice, 
as was done you by my uncle Melchior de la 
Ronda, when you entered the Archbiſhop of 
Grenada's apartment, He faved you the trou- 
ble of ſtudying that prelate and his principal of- 
ficers, by diſcovering to you their different Hu- 
mours z and I, after his cxample, will acquaiat 
you with the e of the County the Coun- 
"oe 
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teſs * lady, and Donna Maria de Guzman their 
ny child. pe. | ; 

'The miniſter has a lizely and penetrating ge- 
nius, proper for forming great projects; he ſets 
up for an univerſal man, becauſe be has a ſuper- 
ficial inſight into all ſciences; and he believes 
himſelf capable of deciding every thing. He i- 
magines bimſelf a profound lawyer, a valiant 
commander, and a molt refined politician. Add. 
to this, that he is ſo ſelf-conceited, that he is 
bent upon always ſollowing it, preferable to that 
of any other. whatſoever, for fear he-. ſhould ſeem 

to ſubmit to the underſtanding of any one. Be- 
tween you and me, this weakneſs may have 
ſtrange con g quences, from which heaven pre- 
ſerve the Spaniſh monarchy. He ſhines in the 
council by a natural x): quence; he would write 
as well as he ſpeaks, did not be affect, in order 
to give mote dignity to his ſtyle, to render it ob- 
ſcure and ſtiff. He is very ltingulacin his thoughts, 
and beſides that, capricious and wbimfical: but 
then he is generous, and very friendly. They 
ſay he is revengeful; but are not all Spaniards 
ſo? Beſides that, they accuſe him of ingratitude, 
for having cauſed the baniſhment of the Duke d' 
Uzeda, and Father Lewis Aliaga, to whom he 
had, as they ſay, very great obligations; this a- 

gain is pardonable; the defire of being prime 
miniſter prevails over every other lentiment. 

- Lonna Agnez de Zuniga a Velaico, Coun- 
teſs d Olivarez, purſued Joſepb, is a lady who 
has but one tault, which 1s, her ſelling very dear 
all the favours that arc obtained by her means, 
| And 


— 


And as for Donna Maria de Guzman; Kati it 
.- muſt be owned, is now the belt match in Spain,) 
ſhe is a moſt accompliſhed pe fon, and her fas 
ther's idol. Model your behaviour accordingly : 
make your court well to theſe two ladies; and 
feem yet more devoted to the Count d' Olivarez, 
than you was to the Duke de Lerma, before 
your journey to Segovia, and you will 2 
come a man of rank and power. 

I advife you befiiies, ſaid he, frequently to 
call upon Don Baithazar; though you have no 
longer need of him for your advancement, do 
not ceaſe'to keep fair with him you have gains» 
ed his good opinion, preferve his eſteem and. 
friendſhip; he may ſerve you upon occaſion. 
As the uncle and nephew, ſaid I to Navarro, go» 
vern the ſtate between them, are theſe two cole 
leagues never jealous of each other? ' Indeed 
they are not, anſwered he, they live in the molt 
perfect union. Had it not been for Don Bals 
thazar, the Count d'Olivarez would not, perhaps, 
| have been prime miniſter; for, in ſhort, after 
the death of Philip III. all the friends and pars 
tizans of the houſe of Sandoval cxerted themſelves 
very much, ſome to continue the Cardinal, and 
others to prefer his ſon ; but my maſter, the moſt 
artiul of all the courtiers, and the Count, who 
is not lefs ſubtle then he, fruſttated all their de- 
ſigus; and took ſuch right methods to fecure 
this place to themfelves, that they gained it from 
all their competitors, '' Ihe Count d' Olvarez 
being thus become prime miniſter, has given a 
| Mate of the adminiſtration to Don Balthazar, his 


uncle, 


z 
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unele, leaving to him the forcign affairs, and re- 
ſerving o himſeſ tho e at home, ſo that ſtrength⸗- 
ening thereby the ties of friendſhip, that ought 
naturally to unite perſons of the ſame blood, 
theſe two noblemen, independant of each other, 
live iv a good correſpondence that ſeems unal- 
terable. " ly” « 

| bis converſation with Joſeph wake. me ima 
gine that | ſhould rcap ſome advantage from it; 
after which. I went and thanked >ignior de Zu- 
niga for what he had been ſo kind as to do for 
me. lie aniwered me very civiily, that he would 
ſeize every oppo! tunity that ſhoul offer, to ſerve -- 
me; and that he was very glad I was ſatisfied 
with his nephew, to whom he aſſured me he 
would peak again in my favour: being willing 
thereby, at leaſt, ſaid he, to let me ſee he had 
my intereſt at heart, and that, inſtead of one pro» 
tector, I trad got two. | hus did eon Balthazar, . 
out of iricndii-ip or Navarro, intereſt. himiclt 
in the advancement of my fortune. . | 

| hat very evening I lett my hired room, and 
went and took poſſe ſſion of my apartment at the 
prime miniſter's, where I ſupped with Scipio. 
We were both waited upon, duritg that time, 
by his Excellency's own {ci vant», who, whilit 
they ect d to put on an in poſing gravityy . 
laughed perhaps. in their ſleeves at the reſpect. 
they were commanded to ſhew, When the cloth 
was taken a ay, and. they were Trctired,, my ſe· 
erctary Lying aſide bis coni.rain;, lard a thouſand 
pleaſiug things tome, with which his gay humour 
and his hopes inipired him. As for my own part, 
1 though 
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though I was really, charmed with the ſplendid 
| Gtuation wherein I began to ſee myſelf, I did 
not find myſelf diſpoſed to ſuffer it to dazzle 
my ſenſes. Accordingly. as ſoon as I was in 
bed, I fell quietly. afleepy without giving 
way in my mind to the flattering ideas with 
which I might have entertained my fancy. 
On the contrary, the ambitious. Scipio. enjoyed 
little repoſe, but ſpent. above half the night in 
hoarding up riches! for a ane, to his LI : 
Seraphina. 
As ſoon as I aroſe the 8 morning, his 
Excelleney ſent for me. I waited upon him im: 
mediately, and bowing reſpectſully to him when 
I entered the room; Come on, Santillane, ſaid 
he, with a ſmile; let us ſee a little what you can 
do. You have told me, that the Duke de Ler- 
ma uſed to employ you in. drawing up memorials. 
I have now one which I deſign you for a trial of 
your {kill ;, you mult; endeavour ro compoſe an 
_ artful piece, which may pre poſſeſs the public in 
favour of my adminiſtration, I have aleady ; 
ſprcad about a report that I found every thing in 
great confuſion ; we mult now ſet before the eyes. 
of the court and city the wretched condition to 
which the monarchy is reduced ; for this pur- 


poſe you may ſketch out a picture which may 


ſtrike the people, and prevent their regretting 
my predeceſſor: after this you thall ſpeak much 
in recommendation of the meaſures I have ta- 
ken. to render bis Majeſty's reign. glorious. his 
dominions flouriſhing, wm his Fre ea 
W 2 Je 


2 
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My Lord having thus explained himſelf, be 
Tix into my hands a paper, containing the juſt 
Teaſons there were of complaint againſt the for- 


mer adminiſtration; and I remember they con- 
ſiſted of ten articles, the leaſt important of which 
were ſe{kicient-to alarm all good Spaniards. then 
ſhewing me into a little cloſet adjoining to bis, 


he left me to work at liberty. I began then to 
draw up my memorial with all the little art 
whereof I was maſter: firſt, I ſer forth the mi- 
{erable condition to which the kingdom was re- 
duced ; the finances waſted, the royal revenues 
mortgaged ta farmers, and the navy ruined: then 
I enumerated the miſtakes committed in the laſt 
reign, and the dreadful conſequences that might 
enſue ; in ſhort, I repreſented the whole king- 


dom on the bi ink of tuin, and cenſured ſo ſharp- 


ly the former adminittration, that the removal of 


the Duke de Lerma, according to my account, 
was the moſt fortunate ſtep that could have been 
taken ior Spain. To confeſs the truth, although. 


I had then no reſentment remaining againſt that 
nobleman, I'was very well pleaſed at being able 


to do him this Na pen 3 ſuch is the nature 


cf man. 
In ſhort, after a terrible reprefentation of the 
calamities ' wherewith Spain was threatened, I 
diſpelled the people's feats, by making them cons 
ceive fair hopes for the future. I made the 
Count d'Olivarez {peak like a redeemer ſent from 


| heaven, for the preſervation of the Spaniſh mo- 
parchy; I promiſed mountains and wonders, in 
ort, [ entered lo well into the views of the new 


miniſter, 


* 
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- miniſter; that, on his reading the whole perfor- 
| mance, he ſeemed very much amazed at it. Do 
you know, Santillane, ſaid he, that you bave 
compoſed a piece worthy of a ſecretary of ſtate? 

I no longer wonder the Duke de Lerma exerci - 

ſed your pen: your ſtyle is not only conciſe, but 

even elegant; only F think it a little too eaſy, 

At the ſame: time pointing out to me the places 

that were not to his fancy, he altered them; and 

I judged by his cor rections that what Navarro 

bad told me, of his being ſond of far · fetched 

thougbts, and obſcure expreſſions, was no more 
than the truth. Levertheleſs, although he loved _ 

a ſublime, or rather an affected ſtyle, he fill 

preſerved! about two*thirds of my memorial, aud 

- to ſhew me how well it pleaſed him, he ſent me 

three hundred piſtoles in the afternoon by Don 

Win | e „ IDNY a 3 . f.; 
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ny what Uſe Gil Blas put + bis cheek bukdred Pi- 
© feoles, and on what Buſineſs he ſent Scipio. The 
28775 9 Fs eee e 1 9 75 
MY b Wetetgey 600 new matter to cons 
1 gratulate me on my return: to court, 
when he knew of this preſent of the minitter's 
You fee, ſaid he, that fortune has great things 
in {tore for you; do you now regret your leaving 
yout retirement; Long live the Count d'Oi-- 
| varez! . 


«3 }_Tur (HI STORY or 


varez! What a difference there is between him 
and his predeceſſor. - Ihe Duke de Lerma, 
though you was his moſt humble ſervant, ſuf- 
fered you to languiſh ſereral months | without 
giving yoù one piſtole; but the Count has al- 
ready made you a preſent, which you could not 
have expcted till after long ſervice. 

I could wiſh, continued be, that the FTP 
of Leyva were witneſſes of the happineſs you 
enjoy, or at leaſt that they were informed of it. 
It is time indeed to acquaint them therewith, 
| anſwered I; and I was juſt thinking to mention 
it to you: I doubt not but they are very im- 
patient to hear from me; but before I would 
ſend to them, I was willing to wait till I was 
ſettled, and could appriſe them poſitively, whe- 
ther I ſhould ftay at court or not. Now that E 
am fixed, you may immediately ſet out for Vale 
encia, to acquaint thoſe noblemen with my 
pteſent ſituation; which I look upon as the 
work of their hands; ſince it is certain that I 
ſhould never have reſolved upon taking a journey 
to Madrid. had they not in6ſted upon my ſo 
doing. My dear mailer, cried the ſon of Coſco- 
lina, how: happy will they be to. hear what has 
befallen you! Why am not [ already at the gates 
of Valencia? but I thall be there ere long; Don 
Alphonſo's two horſes are in excellent order for 
a journey ; I will ſer out immediately. with one 
of his Excellency's valets Beſides that I ſhall 
be glad io have a companion upon the road, you 
know, that the livery: of a n miniſter dazzles 
Mogi sees. | 
This 


© This fooliſh vanity of lle made me ſmile: 


: ct nevertheleſs being myſelf yer perhaps more 


vain even than he, l ſuffered him to de juſt 


what he thought proper.” Set out, ſays I, di- 
rectly, and return as ſoon' as polfible, for 1 have 


other, buſineſs to fet you to work upon. I in- 
tend to ſend you to Aﬀtoria with ſome money to 
my mother, for I have through negligence let 
the time flip, in which I promiſed to remit her 
a hundred piſtoles, which you told her you 
yourfeli would deliver into her own hands. 
"I beſe kind of promiſes ought to be ſo ſacted to 
a fon, that I cannot avoid reproaching "myſelf 
with my remiffneſs in keeping them. Sir, an- 


ſwered Scipio, before ſix weeks he at an end, I 


will give you a good account of both theſe affairs 
in that time I ſhall have ſpoken | to the Lords of 


Leyva, vilited your country-ſeat, and ſeen the 


— 


city of Oviedo, which I can never think of, with⸗ 


out wiſhing three quarters and a half of its in- 
babitants at the devil, I then delivered a hun- 
drec piftoles to Cofcolina's ſon, for my mother's 
allowance, and a hundred more for bimſelt, be- 


ing willing ke ſhould perform agreeably ne 


long journey he was going to undertake. 
Not long after his departure, his Ercelleher 


cauſed cur memorial to be printed; which was 


no ſooner publiſhed, than it became the gene- 


ral topic at Madrid. The pes ple, ever fond of 
novelties, were delighted with the performance; 


the cxhauſtirig of the finances, which was : 


Ipiritedly deſcribed, exaſperated them againſt 
the Duke of Letma; and not withſtanding the 
cenſorious 
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cenſorious ſtrokes levelled againſt that minifter 
did not . pleaſe every one, at leaſt they ſound 
many admirers. As for the magnificent pro- 
miſes made there, by the Count d'Olivarez, 
and amongſt orbers that of defraying the nation- 
al expences by a prudent œconomy, without 
laying any freſh burthens upon the ſubjeQs, they. 
dazzled the ſenſes of all the citizens in general, 
and confirmed them in the great opinion they, 
had) already entertained of his capacity; inſo- 
much that the whole city reſounded with his 
Praifes. | 
This artful miniſter, overjoyed to ſee the ac- 
_ compliſhment of his aim, which in that book 
had been to gain the affeCtion of the public, 
reſolved truly to deſerve it, by an action very. 
commendable in itſelf, and at the ſame time of 
great ſervice to the King, To this end, he had 
recourſe to the invention of the emp:ror Galba, 
that is, he obliged all thoſe perſons.who had en- 
riched themſelves (God knows how) in the ad- 
miniſtration of the public treaſure, to refund. 
their ill-got gains. When he had drawn from 
theſe blood-fuckers that blood they had drained 
from the vitals of the poor, and had filled there- 
with the royal coffers, he undertook to preſerve 
by ſuppreſſing all penſions (without except- 
ing even his own,) as well as all gratuities. 
that were made out of the Prince's treaſure. 
That he might ſucceed in this deſign, which he 


could not put in execution without entirely al- 


tering the government, he ordered me to com- 
pole another memorial, the form and ſubſtance 
| | whereof 


I 


n the B LAS. 167, 


1 he dictated. This done, he charged 
me to riſe as much as poſſibly I could above 
the uſual ſimplicity of my ſtyle, in order to 
eive more nobleneſs to my expreſſions. It is 
ſufficient, my Lord, ſaid I; your. Excellency, 
would have the ſublime and the ſplendid 3 you. 
ſhall be ſatisfied. I retired then to the ſame 
cloſet where I had worked before, and there be- 
gan this lofty piece, after having thrice invoked. 
the ele quent genius of the Archbiſhop. of Gre- 
nada. 3 | 
] began by repealing that all the money 

in the royal treaſury ought to be preſerved very. 
carefully, and only be employed for the urgent 
neceſſities of the kingdom; as being a ſacred 
ſund, which it was proper to reſerve, to keep 
the enemies of Spain in ſubjection. Then I de- 
monfirated to his Majeſty, (for this memorial 
was addreſſed to him), that although he ſhould 
aboliſh all penſions and gratuities, that iſſued 
out of his ordinary revenues, he would not 


thereby deprive himſelf of the pleaſure of reward-. 


ing ſuch of his ſubjects as ſhould render them 
ſelves worthy of his favours ; ſince, without 
touching his treaſure, he was ſtill able to give 
confiderable gratifications ; that for ſome he had 
viceroyalties, governments, orders of knight- 
| hood, and commiſſions in the army; for others, 
commanderies, and penſions upon thoſe com- 
manderies, titles, and magiſtracies; and Jaitiy, 
all ſorts of benefices for perſons conſecrated to 
the church- I was three days about this me- : 
morial, which was MUSH longer than the former 

one; 
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one; but luckily 1 did it to my maſter's fancy; 
for finding it written with emphaſis, and ſtuffed 
with metaphors, be ſet no bounds to his praifes. 

Ay | ſays he, this pleaſes me, pointing to the 
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moſt ſounding paſſages :; theſe, adds he, are ex- 
preſſions of the right ftawp : courage, my boy, 
I foreſee you will be very ſerviceable to me. 
However, notwithſtanding theſe applauſes of 


which he was fo lavith, he did not fail to touch 


up this very memorial, He even inferted a 
great deal of his own therein, and, in ſhort, 
made it iuch a finiſhed piece of eloquence, as 
delighted not only the King, but the whole 
court. The city added alſo their approbation, 


propheſied great things ſor the future, and flat- 


tered themſelves that the Spaniſh monarchy 
would recover its priſtine luſtre, under the mi- 
niſtry of ſo great a man. His Excellency, find- 
ing that this piece did him great honour, was 
willing that T ſhould reap ſome advantage from 
it, for the ſhare 1 had therein, He gave me a 


* penſion of five hundred crowns upon the com- 


mandery ot Caftile ; which was fo much the more 
pleaſing to me, as it was not the purchaſe of any : 
villany, though I had gotten it with very little 
trouble. e Bey 
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How Gil Blas met Fabyi icid in i Place BY 
Condition he found him; and as nnn 
they had eee | i 

H E Count was vaſtly telighted at W PH 
what the people of Madrid thought of his 

behaviour in his miniſtry; he would aſk me e- 

' very day what the world ſaid of him; he even 

kept ſeveral ſpies in pay, who informed him of 

every thing that paſſed in the city. They re- 
lated to him even the moſt trifling diſcourſes 
they heard; and as he commanded them to 
be ſincere, his ſelf-love ſuffered ſeverely ſome- 
times; for the common people have an in» 


temperance of tongue whoek has no ae of 1 


perſons. 


When I found the Count loved: to hear the 
talk of the town, I uſed myſelf to go every af- 


ternoon to public places, and even to join in con- 


verſation with gentlemen, when I met with any 
ſuch. When they ſpoke of the government, 
I liſtened to them with great attention, and if 
they ſaid any thing that was worthy of his Ex- 
cellency* 8 hearing, I did not fail to inform him 
of it. But it muſt be obſerved, that I never 
told bim any wa that was ſaid to his pre- 
judice. | 

One day, as was returning W one of theſe 
places, I paſſed by the gate of an hoſpital, and I 


felt an inclination to enter in. I paſſed through 
Vol. IV. | H wo 
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two or three wards full of ſick people who kept 
their beds, caſting my eyes on every fide: when 
amongſt theſe wretches, whom I did not look 


upon without compaſſion, I beheld one which 
firuck me with infinite ſurpriſe: I thought I 


traced in his face the features of Fabricio, my 
old comrade and countryman. That I might 
have a more dillin& view of him, I approached 
his bed, and not being able any longer to doubt 


but it was the poet Nunez, I ſtood ſome moments 


looking upon him, without opening my. mouth. 


On the other hand, he remembered me alſo, 


and eyed mein the ſame manner. At laſt, breaks - 


ing ſilence; Can I believe my eyes? ſaid I; is 
it really Fabricio whom | ſee here? It is even 
fo, anſwered he, coldly, and thou haſt no cauſe 


to be ſurpriſed at it. Ever ſince I left you, I. 
have conſtantly followed the profeſſion of an au- 


thor; 1 have compoſed both romances and 


plays, and in ſhort all forts of ingenious produc- 
tions; J have run "wy ee and am now at the 


hoſpital. 


Theſe words, and nin more the 888 air 
with which he ſpoke them, made me ſmile. 
What ! ſaid I, has your muſe brought you into 
this place! has ſhe played you that ſcurvy trick? 


You fee how it is, aniwered he; this houte is the 
retreat of many a wit, You was very much in 
the right of it, my boy, to take another courſe z 


but, | think, you are no longer at court; the 


face of affairs is changed with you alſo; I even 


remember that 1 heard you was impriſoned by 
the King's order. You was told the-ttuth, an- 
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ſwered I; the delightful ſituation wherein you 
le ft me was followed ſoon after by a revetſe of 
ſortune, which deprived me both of my wealth 


and liberty: nevertheleſs, friend, you now Wee 


me in a more ſplendid condition than ever. That 
1s 1mpollible, cried Nunez; your behaviour is 
ſober and modeſt; you have no longer that vain 
and inſolent air, which generally attends proſpe- 
rity, Misfortunes, replied I, have purified my 
virtue; and I have learned, in the ſchool of ad- 


verſity, to enjoy riches, without ſuffering myſelf 


to be influenced or puffed up. by them. 
Tell me then, ſaid Fabricio, interrupting me, 
and fitting upright with tranſport in his bed; what 
buſineſs doſt thou follow ? 1» Are not you ſtew-⸗ 
ard to ſome great ruined" grandee, or to ſome 
rich widow? IT have a better poſt, anſwered I; 
but I beg you would diſpenſe with my telling you 
any more at preſent, I will ſatisfy your curioſity 
at another opportunity, I will now only let you 
know, that it is in my power to do you fome 
ſervice; or rather, to provide for you handſome» 
ly during the remainder of your lite, on eondi- 
tion that you will promiſe me never mote to 
turn author, either in verſe or proſe. Do you 
think yourſelf. capable of making me ſo great a 


ſacrifice ? I have already made that ſacriſice to 


heaven, replied he, during the dangerous ficks 
neſs, from which you ſee me juſt eſcaped. A 
Dominican friar has obliged me to abjure poetry, 
as an amuſement, which if it be not-criminal, at 
lealt diverts the mind from the paths of virtue. 1 


8 congratulate you thereupon, my dear Nunez, re. 
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ſumed I, but beware of a relapſe. That is what 
I am not in the leaſt afraid of, rejoined he; I am 
fully. reſolved to abandon the muſes; inſomuch 
that when you entered this ward, I was making 
ſome verſes to bid them an everlaſting farewel. 
Signior Fabricio; ſaid 1 then, ſhaking my head, 
know not whether the Dominican and I ought 
to truſt to your abjuration ; you ſeem to me very- 
much ſmitten with thoſe learned ladies. No, 


no, anſwered be, I bave broken all the ties that 


bound: me to them; I have done yet more, I have 
conceived an averſion to the public; they do not 
deierve: to have authors devote their labouts to 
them; I ſhould be ſorry to write any thing to 
pleaſe them. Do not imagine, continued he, 


that this language proceeds from paſſion 3; I ſpeak. 


it in cool blood : I deſpiſe as. much the applauſe 
of the public as their hiſſing, There is no know- 
ing who wins or who loſes with them; they are 
a pack of capricious giddy wretches, who never 


continue in the ſame way of thinking. What 


fools are dramatic poets to be vain of their pieces 
when they ſucceed ! Whatever noiſe they make 
whilſt they are new, if they be but brought up- 


on the ſtage twenty years afterwards, they gene- 


rally are but coolly received. The preſent ge- 
neration accuſes the former age of having an ill 
tale, and their own will be called in queſtion _ 
in its turn, by thoſe who live in the next cen- 
tury: from hence I conclude, that the authors 


who are commended at preſent, muſt expect to 


be hiſſed hereafter. Romances, and all other a- 
muſing books that are publiſhed, fare the ſame 
| | 1 


6 1 L. B L 4 8. 173 


abs notwjvRanding they may at firſt” meet 
with a favourable reception, they come inſenſi- 
bly to be deſpiſed: the honour then we gain by 
the ſucceſs of any performance, is but a mere. 
chi nera; an illuſion of the brain; and a blaze 
of ſtraw; the ſmoke of which/i is fool N e 
in the air. : 

Though [ was mm „ ſenſible t ria 155 poet of 
the Aiturias only ſpoke thus, becauſe he had met 
with ſome diſappointments, I did not ſeem to 
regard it. I am glad, ſaid I, that thou art diſ- 
guſted with the profeſſion of a wit, and entirely 
cured of the frenzy of writing. Thou mayeſt 
depend upon it, I will ſoon procure thee an em- 
ployment wherein thou wilt be able to enrich- 
thyſelf, without being obliged 10 be at any great 
expence of genius. So much the better, cried 
he; I abhor genius, and now look upon it as 
the moſt fatal preſent heaven can beſtow upon 
man. I wiſh, rephed I, my dear Fabricio, that 8 
thou mayeſt preſerve theſe ſentiments, if thou 
perſevereſt in reſolving to abandon poetry, I tell 
thee again, I will ſoon procure thee a creditable 
and profitable employment; but in the mean 
while until 1 do thee that ſervice, added I, pre- 
fenting him a purſe containing threeſcore piſtoles, 
I infilt upon thy en yu this (mall WHINE = 
my friendihip. 1 » 4 

O generous friend! arid the tie oft bis back 
ber Nunez, quite tranſported/ with joy and gra- 
titude; how much am I indebted to heaven for 
having put it in your head to enter this hoſpical, 
from whence L ſhajl depart this-very day by your 

1 H 3 aſſiſtance ! 
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aſſiſlance ] In effect, he got himſelf removed to 
a ready-furniſhed lodging; but before we part- 
ed, I gave him a direction to my abode, and in- 
vited him to come and ſee me, as ſoon as his 
health ſhould be entirely reſtored. He ſeemed 
vaſtly amazed on hearing that I lived with the 
Count d'Olivatez: O thrice happy Gil Blas! 
ſaid be, Wo att ſo fortunate as to be agree- 
able to the miniſter of ſtate; I rejoice at thy 
good fortune, ſince thou; makelt fo 1 a uſe 
of it. W 1 4 % 1 | 
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The Prime Miniſter becomes every Day fonder of 


Gul Blas. Scipio returns to Madrid: gives an 
Account of his Fra to Santillane. | 


1 E ent Duke (04 I ſhall TR this future 

call the Count d'Olivarez, the King having 
e him with that title) had a foible which 
I ſoon diſcovered to my advantage; it was this, 
he was fond of being beloved. As ſoon as he - 
Perceived any one devote himſelf to his ſervice 
through inclination, he immediately conceived 
a friendſhip for him. I was careful of not ne- 
glecting this obſervation; not content with per- 
forming well whatever he commanded, I exccu- 
ted all his orders with a Zzeal that traniported 
i þ; and ſtudied his el in every thing, that 
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1 aig conform rel to ir, and anticipate his — 


deſites as much as I couldſdd. 

By this behaviour, by: e a man gen 
gains bis point, I became inſenſibly my ma- 
ſter's ſavourite: I even inſinuated myſelf fo far 
into his good graces, that I ſhared his confidence 
with dignior Carnero, his principal ſecretary; 
and he, for his part, as I had the ſame blind ſide 
myſelf, entirely won my heart, by giving me con- 
tinual proofs of his affe ction. 

Carnero had practiſed the ſame ods to 
pleaſe his Excellency ;- and had ſucceeded ſo well 
therein, that he communicated to him the my= 
ſteries of the cabinet. This ſecretary then, and 
myſelf, werethe prime miniſter's two conſidents, 
and the depoſitaries of his ſecrets; with this dif- 
ference, that he only conferred with Carnerq a- 
bout ſtate-afſfairs, and that he never talked with 
me but about his own private concerns: this made, 
as it were, two ſeparate departments, with which 
we were each of us very well pleaſed. We lived 
together without Jealouſy, and without friend- 
ſhip. I had reaſons to be contented with my ſi- 
tuation, which giving me an opportunity of be- 
ing continually with the Count Duke, placed 
me in a convenient ſtation to diſcover the very 
bottom of his heart, which he, though natural- 
ly diſſembling, ceaſed. to conceal from me, 
when he knew the ren of . 1 dar his 
ſervice. , 

Santillane, faid he to me one. +40 you have 
Gon the Duke of  Lerma enjoy an authority, 
more > like that of an abſolute. monarch, than that 
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>. 2 
of a 8 miniſter; nevertheleſs, 1: am tilt 
more lucky than he was, even when. at the high- 


elt pitch of his grandeur and fortune. He had 
two powerful enemies, in the Dude d'Uzeda, 


his own ſon, and in Philip III. 's confeſſor; 
whereas I ſee not one perſon about the 
King, who has credit enough to hurt me, 
or even whom 1 ſuſpect of e me any ill 
will. | 

It is true, continent he, on my advancement 
to the miniſtry, I ſuffered none to be near his 


Majeſty, but ſuch as are tied to me either by 


blood or friendſhip. I have removed, either by 
viceroyalties, or embaſſies, all the noblemen, who, 
by their perſonal merit, might have deprived me 
of part of my ſovereign's favour; which Lam te- 
ſolved to engroſs wholly without a rival: inſo- 
much that I can now fay, there is not one gran - 


dee, whoſe intereſt comes in the leaſt in compe- 


tition with mine. You ſee, Gil Blas, added he, 
that I diſcloſe my heart to you; as I have reaſon 
to think you entirely devoted to me, I have made 
choice of you for my confident. You do not 
want ſenſe, and I believe you ſober, prudent, 
and diſcreet; in ſhort, you ſeem to me very fit 
to perform dextrouſly twenty forts of com- 
miſhons, which require a young fellow of a 
ready wit, and one who ſtrains an nerve to 
ſerve me. 

J was not proof againſt the pleaſing images 
which theſe words brought into my mind; ſome 
fumes of avarice and ambition mounted into my 
head, and awakened in me ſuch ſentiments, as 
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L 1 thought 1 bad ablolorety idee over. 
I proteſted'the to the miniſter, that I would en 
deavour to anſwer his expectations to the utmoſt 
of my power; and accordingly prepared myſelf 
to exccute, without ſeruple, any orders be ſhould 
chuſe to intruſt me with. 

While I was thus diſpoſed to . new pris 
tars to the blind goddeſs Fortune, Scipio returns 
ed from his journey. I have no tedious narra»- 
tion to make you, ſaid he; I have overjoyed the 
Lords of Leyva, in acquainting them with the re- 


ception you met with from the King, as ſoon as 


he knew you, and the kind treatment you met 
with from the Count d'Qlivarez, 

I here interrupted Scipio : You would have 
pleaſed them yet more,. my boy, ſaid I, it you 
had informed them upon what footing I am now | 
with his Excellency; it is almoſt ingredible, what 
a rapid progreſs I have made in his favour nuce 
your departure. ticaven be praiſed, my dear 
maſter, anſwered he, I foreſee we ſhall ſoon make 
immenſe tortunes. 

Let us change the lubject, ſaid I, and talk of 
Oviedo. Lou have been in the Aſturias; in 
what condition have you left my mother there? 
Ah! Sir, anſwered he, ſuddenly aſſuming a me- 
lancholy air, I have notbing but ill news for you - 
from that quarter. O heavens! cried I, my mo- 
ther is certainly dead! Half a-year ſince, te- 
plied Scipio, the good lady paid that debt 
to nature, as well as digniot Gil Perez your. 
uncle. 
bi * mother's death grieved me much, alchough | 
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I had never aqceivedi from her thoſe fondlings 
ip my infancy, of which Children generally ſtand 
in great need, to make. them gratefu} when they 


grow up. l beltowed alſo: upon the good canon 


the tears I owed. him, for troubling bimſelf about 
my educaiion, My grief was ot no long conti= 
nuance, but preſently. degenerated into that ten- 

der remembrance. which I have ever retained of 
the authors of my being 
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How, and to whom, the Counts Duke 5 his 


only Daughter ; the bitter Fruits this Marri- 
age produced. 


i 


| HOR l awe Scipia? 8 3 he 5 
Count- Duke fell into a reverie, wherein 
he remained buried. for above a week, I ima» 
gined he was meditating ſome maſter- piece of 
ſtate: policy; but I was miſtaken; what he was 
revolving in his thoughts related only to his own 
family, Gil Blas, ſaid he to me one afternoon, 
you muſt haye perceived that I am perplexed in 
my mind yes, my lad, I am wholly engroſſed 
by an 4 wp upon which the whole repoſe of my 
liie depends; I will venture to impart the ſecret 


to you. 


My only daughter i is „ purſued bh 


and there are ſeveral young noblemen who dif- 


RFA AGF with each other 2 The Count de Nie- 
5 | bles, 
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bles, however; eldeſt ſon to the Duke de Medina 
Sidonia, the head of the family of the Guzmans, 

and Don Lewis de Haro, eldeſt ſon to the Mar- 
quis de Carpio, and my eldeſt ſiſter, are the two 
competitors who ſeem to have the moſt right to 
obtain the preference. The latter eſpecially, is 

of a merit ſo much ſuperior to any of his rivals, 
that nobody in the whole: court in the leaſt 
doubts, but I ſhall give him the preference. Ne- 
vertheleis,. without entering into my reaſons for 


* 


rejecting bim, as well as the. Count de Niebles, 
I Mmuſt tell you T. have caſt my eyes upon Don Ra- 
mirez de Guzman, Marquis de Loral, and head of 
the family of the Guzmans of Abrados, I intend. 


to leave to this young nobleman, and the chil- 
dren he ſhall have by my daughter, all my ſub- 
ſtance; to which I. will add the title of Count 


d'Olivarez, and the dignity of a grandee, Which 


ſhall go along with the eſtate; by which means 


my grandchildren, and their heirs, deſcended from 
the branch of Abrados, and that ot «-livarez, all 


paſs for the eldeſt branch of the family.ot the- 
_ Guzmans. 


What is your opinion, Sunrilline, fig: bi of 


my ſcheme ? Indeed, my Lord, aniwered I;. 


it is woithy ot the genius that formed it; all I. 


fea! is, that the Duke of Medina Sidovia may be 


diiplcaled at it: LI-care not whether it is agieea= 
ble ro him or not, replied the miniſters I dg not 


love his branch, which has uſurped: the right of 


elder{hip, and the titles thereunto annexed, trom » 
the houſe: of Abrados. His complaints will 
give me leſs uncaſineſs than the vexatiou of: 


# 


„ l my 
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my fiſter the Marebioneſs de Carpio, on ſee- 


irg her fon miſs my daughter; but notwith- 


ſtanding that, I will -pleaſe myſelf, and J am 
determined that on Ramirez: ſhall be the __ 
py man. | 

Though the Gent ele bad aer this bosch 
lution, be did not put it in execution without 
giving a new ſpecimen of his fingular policy. He 
preſented a memorial to the King, wherein he 
begged him and the Queen, to take upon theme 
ſelves the trouble of marrying his daughter; he 
then ſet forth the qualifications of the ſeveral no- 
blemen who paid their add reſfſes to Fer, and left 
the choice entirely to their Majeſties: but be did 
= fail, when he mentioned the Marquis de 1'o- 

l, to fot them ſee plainly, that he was the'pere 
10 that would be the moſt agreeable to bim. 
Accordingly the King, who had a blind com- 
plaiſance for his miniſter, made him this an- 
fwer: I think Don Ramirez Nunez worthy of 
Donna Maria; nevertheleſs take your choice: 
the perſon upon whom you IO {hall be ſure 
to Fleale me, 


The KING. 


The miniſter affected to ſhew this anſwer : 
and pretending to look upon it as bis Majeity's 
command, hailened the nuptials of his daughter 


with the Marquis de Toral; which very much 


vexed the Marchioneſs de Carpio, and likewiſe 
all the Guzmans, who had flattered themiclves 
with the hopes of marrying Donna Maria, Ne- 
veriheleſs, . the one nor the other being 

able 


* *% 
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aki to hinder this marriage, affected to celebrate 
it with the greateſt demonſtrations of joy: one 
would have imagined that it met with the appro- 
| bation of the whole family; but they who had 
been diſſatisfied with the match, foon faw them» 
ſelves revenged upon the Count Duke, 1n the 
moſt_cruel manner. Donna Maria brought a 
daughter into the world, which died as ſoon as it 
was born, and was followed, within a few days 
aſterwards, by its mother. 

W hat a loſs was this for a father, who had no 
eyes (if I may uſe that expreſſion) but for his 
daughter, and who ſaw himſelf thereby defeated * 
in his defgn of depriving the branch of Medina 
Sidonia of the right of elderſhip! It afflicted 
him ſo much, that he ſhut himſelf up for ſome 
days, and would admit nobody into his chamber 
but me; whilſt I, conforming myſelf to his live- 
ly ſorrow, ſeemed full as much grieved as him. 
To confeſs the truth, I made uſe of this occaſion 
to beſtow ſome freſh tears upon Antonia: the 
fimilitude there was between her death and that 
of the Marchioneſs de Toral, opened a new 
wound that was but ill cloſed; and renewed my 
affliction ſo much, that the miniſter, as much 
grieved as he was, could not avoid taking notice 
of it. He was aſtoniſhed to the laſt degree, to 
fee me ſympathiſe ſo zealouſly with his ſorrow. 
Sil Blas, ſaid he to me one day, when 1 ſeemed 
plunged in a profound melancholy, it is a very 
pleaſing conſolation to me, to have a confident 
who is ſo ſenſible of my ſufferings. Ah!'my 
| Lord, replied I, giving him all the honour of 


=_— 122 Ther HISTORY "Or 
== my grief, I muſt be very ungrateful; and 5006 
= hearted - indeed, if I were not ſenſibly affected 
therewith, Can L remember that you mourn: 
the loſs of a daughter of ſuch conſummate _ me- 
| rit, and of whom you were ſo fond, without in- 
termipgling my tears with yours ? No, my 
Lord, you have. behaved ſo. kindly. to me, that 


it ſhall be my ſtudy as long as I live to ſhare in. 
your pain as well as pleaſure. 


7 


1 Gil Blas merts by Accident the Poet Nunez, who: 
aA acrquaints him that he has wrote a Tragedy, 
Es which is immediately to be brought upon the 
Prince's. Theatre ; its bad Succeſs: and the 


wonderful Advantage that the Poet reaped: 
rem 11. . 
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b I E miniſter at laſt. began to be 25.06" e 
ed, which filled me with 0 and good 


ig humour. Going abroad one evening 19 take the ä \ 
= air in y coach, I met the Aiiurian poet, being 
F the fi: ſt ime IJ had ſeen him fince he left the 


| | hofpira}, and he was very well dreſſed. I per- 
Is mitted him to come into the coach, and we drove. 
1 together to St. Jerom's meadow. 


M. Nunez, iaid I to him, I am very fortu- 


Nate in meeting you by chance, vtherwite I ſhould 
not have ha the pleaſure—- vo reproaches, . | | 


Santillane, replied he with ſome. degree of pre- | 
. cipitation; 5 1 


 eipitation ; FR 1 muſt own” that I had: no in- 
tention to viſit you at preſent, for the following 
"reaſon; | | You promiſed me a good poſt, if I 
would abjure poetry; and I have found very 

| ſubſtantial reaſons to make me perſiſt in that 
ſtudy; and indeed this ſuits. my humour beſt. 
A fciend has introduced me into the family of Don 
Bertrand Gomez de Ribe to, who is treaſurer to 
the King's gallies. This gentleman wanting 
to have a wit in his pay, and finding my genius 
very brilliant, has choſen me to be his private 
ſecretary, in preference of ſix others, ho were 
candidates jor the poſt. 1 + 
Fabricio, I am glad to bear it, for. Pk 1 
a is reputed to be very rich. Rien ! anſwers 


ed he, they ſey he has ſuch immenſe ſums, that 


be is incapabie of counting it. He piques him 
ſelf upon being very gallant, and a great wit 3 
my office therefore is to keep up à correſpon= 
_ dence with ſeveral ſprightly ladies, and to fill up 
his billets with lively flights of wit and humour, 
I write for him both in proſe and verſe, and to 


oblige him the more, I frequently deliver them 


with my own hands. Very well, ſaid I, but 
what I wanted moſt to know was whether you 
are well paid for. your performances. Von Ber- 
nard, anſwered he, unlike many rich people, who 
are generally veiy ungenerous, pays me nobly. 
I have two hundted piſtoles fixed wages; beſides, 
he frequent gives me other. gratuities, which 
makes me in a condicion to play the gentle man. 


TI paſs my time agrerably with ſome other ro- 


ther authors, as you know we are generally, enmee 
mies 
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mies to care. But I want to know, reſumed TI, 
if thy benefactor has taſte enough to reliſh the 
beauties of a work of genius, and likewiſe to 
know its faults. No, not at all, faid Nunez, I 
can aſſure you he is no connoifleur, though he 
can talk ſpeciouſly. He gives himſelf out for 
another Tarpa, is always very bold in his deciſi- 
ons, and ſupports his opinion in ſuch a vocife- 


rous manner as obliges his antagoniſt to give over, 


for fear of a ſhower of abuſive language, which 
he is often very liberal of againſt his opponents. 
By this means you may eafily perceive that I 
am very careful not to contradict him; but that I 
may retain my ſtation, and his good praces, L 
always applaud whatever he praiſes, and diſap- 


12 prove of every thing he condemns; and by this 


complaiſance, which you know colts me nothing, 
I have fo far gained his friendſhip, that he has 
employed me to compoſe a tragedy for him, up- 
on a ſtory of his own chuſing. This TI have finiſhed 
under his inſpection, which, if it ſucceeds, I 
ſhall owe a good part of the glory to his advice. 

Pray, faid I, what is the title of your tragedy ? 


He told me it was called the Count de Saldagne, 


and would be reprefented in the Prince's thea- 


tre in a few days. Well, repiicd 1, I hope it 
will have a great run; for I have ſuch an opi- 
nion of your genius, as not to doubt in the leaſt 
ot its ſucceſs. I hope the ſame, ſaid he, but 


there is no dependance upon the caprice or an 
audience, which makes the ſucceſs of any drama- 
tic piece very uncertain. 

The firſt day of f irs repreſentation arrived at 
'lait; 


0 1 e ws 


laſt; but 2s I bad a commiſſion to execute for - 
his grace, I could not poſſibly go to ſee the per- 
formance, Being anxious to know what ſucceſs 
it bad, I ſent Scipio there, that ſo I might be 
informed that night: After having waited ve= 
ry impatiently, he returned with a look in his 
face from which I prognoſticated no good. I 
aſked him with ſome degree of emotion, Well, 
how has the Count de Saldagne been received? 
He replied, Very brutally ; I had not patience 
to bear with the inſolence of the pit. And I 
am no leſs incenſed, faid I, at the folly of Nunez, 
to write plays. He certainly muſt have loſt his 
judgment, to prefer the hiſſes and abominable 
ſhouts of an audience to the calm repoſe of a 
place I ſhould have procured for him. Thus 
out of a principle ot triendſhip J inveighed as 
gainſt the Aſturian poet, at the ſame time that 
he exulted and rejoiced at the event. 

Two days after this he came to my houſe in 
a tranſport of joy : Santillane, faid he, friend» 
ſhip commands me to come and ſhare with thee 
the great pleaſure I have in being the author of 
a bad play. By this means I have made my 
fortune. You no doubt know the Ang re- 
ception the Count de Saldagne met with; all 
the audience joined, as it were. by mutual con- 
ſenr, in damning it; and it is to that 
good fortune. I was aſtoniſhed to hear the po- 
et Nuncz talk in this manner. How is it poſh» 
ble, cried I, that the damning of thy tragedy 
can give thee ſuch an immoderate flow of ſpirits ? 
| Why there is very good reaſon for it, as I told 
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- you before that Don Bertrand had inſerted ſeve- 
ral parts in my performance of his own compo= 
fiction, which no doubt he thought excellent; 
and this affronted him greatly, to find that the 
ſpectators were of a different opinion. This 
morning he came to me, and ſaid, Nunez, Þ zc- 

trix cauſa Diis placuit, ſed. victa Catoni ; be not 
diſcouraged becauſe. the populace. have given an 
unfavourable reception to.thy production; I am 
pleaſed with it, and as a full recompence for the 
bad taſte of the age, I will inſtantly ſettle. two 
thouſand crowns a-year upon thee out of my e- 
Nate z let us therefore go immediately to 20 
lawyer, and have the deed drawn. I will 

ſtantly give an order to my treaſurer to pay * 

thy firſt year's ſalary; which he accordingiy did, 
and this moment I have received the money 
from him. BL: 

I therefore congratulated Pabeicia upon his 
good fortune, lince the Count de Saldagne had 


=_ - turned out ſo, much to the author's advantage. 
| 3h Niue replied, | You have, very good reaſon to 
1 compliment me; how happy am I that the pub- < 
1 lic gave my play io ſound a biſfing 1 for it they 
1 bad honoured it with theic applauſe, I. ſhould 
? | have had but a {mall ſum for all my labours ;. 

| il 1 | whereas now its groans and bifſes have furniſhed 
+! me with ſuch a tortune as will make. my circum- 
1 | flances . 
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Seidio 1 55 Naw Spain, 1 having 
obtained an Employment toe. An. 


HE cheupebd good e of the poet 
Nunez gave my ſecretary a good deal of 
uneaſineſs; he could never look upon him with- 
out envy, this being the ſubject of his diſcourſe 


for a whole week. Is it not ſtrange, ſays he, 


that blind Fortune ſhould give up men of geni- 
us to miſery, when at the ſame time ſhe loads 
authors who are capable of doing nothing but 
what is execrable with wealth ? I ſhould be con- 
tent to be thus enriched in the ſpace of a year, 
though ſhe has beſtowed it upon Nunez in one 
night. I told him, That what he wiſhed for 
might much ſooner happen, as a prime miniſter's 
houſe may be called the temple of Fortune. As 
we are now under her roof, favours enough to 
eririch you may come all on a ſudden, when you 
leaſt expect them. That may be ſo, replied Sei- 
pio, but they muſt be waited for with patience. 
Make yourſelf eaſy, ſaid I to him, you perhaps 
may be upon the point of obtaining ſome good 
polt; which actually came to paſs in a few days, 
for I got him a very profitable one in ME ſeryice 
of the Count-l}uke, 

One morning happening to iu talking wich 
Don Raymond Caporis, the prime miniſter's 
ſteward, our diſcourſe turned upon the great re- 
venues of his excellency. He informed me that 
| his. 
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his grace enjoyed all the commanderies of the 

military orders, which are worth about forty 

thouſand crowns a-year, for which he had no- 
thing to do, but to wear the croſs of Alcantara. 

_ -». *Behdes, his poſts of grand chamberlain, maſter 
of the horſe, and grand chancellor of the Indies, 
bring him in two thouſand more; but thoſe ar- 
ticles are nothing in compariſon of what he draws 
from America, where he turns merchant; for 
when the King's veſſels fail for Liſbon'or Se- 
ville, he ſhips the produce of his eſtate at Oli» 
varez, ſuch as wine, corn, and oil, duty free, 
All thoſe commodities bring four times the 
value they yield in Spain, and in return they 
fetch home ſpices, colours, and other articles, 
which are bought for very little in America, 
and ſell at a high price in Europe. By this 
trade he has got a great many millions, and 

at the ſame time does the King no harm; and 

the people who tranſact the buſineſs grow 

> 3:4 | | 1 

Coſcolina's ſon, who had been long liſtening 

to our diſcourſe, informed him that he long de- 

fired to ſee Mexico, and would be glad oi an op- 
portunity of being employed as a ſervant in this 
traffic. The ſteward replied, that he was very 
nice in chuling iuch perſons as were to be 
ſent there, but that upon the recommendation. 
of Signior Santillane my curioſity ſhould: be 
ſoon iati-fied. I intormed Don Raymond, 
that he would oblige me greatly by inſert- 
ing his name in the regiſter of thoſe who 
were employed, informing him that I had 
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a great regard | for Scipio, knowing his worth 
and abilities; that 1 was certain he would 
accompliſh any work he was ſet upon in 
ſuch a manner as would do-me honour, and gain 
him credit; and that I was Wes to become 
ſurety for him. ; 

Caporis replied, if that be the caſe, -as the 
ſhips will fail for the Indies in a month, let 1 
bim immediately repair to Seville, and I will 
urite a letter to ſend by him to a perſon who 
will give him inſtructions to enrich himſelf, 
without doing any harm to the affairs of his 
excellency; for his intereſts muſt always be 
deemed ſacred. 

Scipio being Wand with this propoſal, I 
gave him a large ſum to buy wine and oil 
in Andaluſia, that ſo he might trade upon his 
own ſtock in the Indies. But notwithſtand- 
ing the fair proſpe& he had of getting rich». 
es, he could not go without ſorrow, and we 
both ſhed tears when he departed. | * 
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CHAP. XII. es ry 


Don Alphonſo FE 3 arrives at Madrid; hs 
| Reaſon of his ceming thither, which gives Gil 
Blas great Pain; but the Conſequences of it turn 
out greatly to his Satisfaction. 


\CIPIO was ſcarcely gone, when the mi- 
niſter's page brought me a billet, which 
contained the following words. If Signior 
de Santillane will pleaſe call at St. Gabriel's 
head in Toledo ſtreet, he will meet there with 


one of his beſt friends.” | thought within my- 
ſelf, Who can this beſt friend be? What rea- 
- fon can he have to conceal his name? it may be 
to give me an agreeable ſurpriſe. I immediately 


went to the place where I was direCted, and was 
aſtoniſhed to ſee there Don Alphonſo de Leyva. 
Is it you, my Lord, faid I, whom I ſee here? 
He bugged me in his arms, crying, Yes, it is I, 
my dear Gil Blas, it is your old friend Don Al- 
phonſo himtielf, What is the reaſon of your 
coming to Madrid? ſaid I, Why, replied be, 
the cauſe of my journey will both ſurpriſe and 
afflict you; I am deprived of the government of 
Valencia, and am ordered here to give an account 
of my conduct. 1 was quite thunderſtruck with 


this news, and remained filent for ſome time. 


I aſked him what could be the reaſon of this, 


He aniwered, he was quite ignorant of the rea- 


fon, but imagined it might be becauſe he bad 
made a viſit about three weeks ago to the Cardi- 


nal 


eo 


- 
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nal Duke of TRI are: who had been a month con- 
fined to his caſtle at Denia. a 


I replied, I make not the 6h" 0 15 


that is the reaſen, and am ſurpriſed that your 
prudence did not direct you better than to viſit 


a diſgraced miniſter. That is true, anſwered / 


he, but I am come to a reſolution not to be 
troubled at it, but to retire with my family to 
the caſtle of Leyva, where I will ſpend the re- 
maining part of my time in peace and quietneſs;z 
the only thing that gives me uneaſineſs is, that 


I am to appear before a haughty prime miniſter, 
who perhaps may not uſe me with good man- 
ners, which is mortification enough to a Spaniard: 


but however, it muſt be born, and therefore T 


was deſirous of ſpeaking with you before! 0 
this ſubmiſſion. 


Well, my Lord, ſaid 4, I would not 15 


you preſent yourſelf before the miniſter till I 


learn the crime you are accuſed of ; perhaps it 


is not ſo bad, but I may procure a pardon for 


you. However, to ſhew my gratitude and 
friendſhip for you, I will exert myſelf as much 


as It lies in my power in your favour. Upon 
which 1 lett bim, benen that be thould hear. 
ſoon trom me. | 

1 bad not intermeddled with any ſins affairs 
ſince the two memorials of Which honourable: 
mention has been made; I waited upon Car- 
nero, and enquited if it was true that the go- 
vernment of Valencia had been taken from Don 


Alphonſo de Leyva. He ſaid it was, but he 


aid not know the reaſon tor to doing. I there» 
os 17 . | fore 


4 


8 


fore without heſitation waited upon his grace, 
that I might learn from his own mouth the 
cauſe of my friend's diſgrace. 
I This troubleſome event had ſo much affected 
my mind, that it was eaſy to obſerve a gloom 
caſt over my whole countenance. The Duke 
perceiving this as ſoon as | entered, and obſetv- 
ing that tears were ready to drop from my eyes, 
aſked with ſome emotion if any body had injured 
me; for if they had, I ſhould have juſtice done 
me. I anſwered weeping, My Lord, I would 
not conceal my ſorrow from you: the unéxpect- 
ed news of the government of Valencia being 
taken from my friend Don Alphonſo de Leyva 
is the cauſe of my deſpair ; for I could not hear 
any thing that could poſſibly affect me more, 
The miniſter replied with ſome degree of aſto- 
niſhment, Pray what concern can you have with 
that Don Alphonſo and his governmeat ? Upon 
this I gave him an account of the many obliga- 
tions I lay under to the Lords of Leyva, and 
how I had procured the government in queſti- 
on for Don Cæſar's ſon. 
The miniſter heard me with attention, and 
4 kindly bid me dry up my tears, telling me that 
=. - he was quite ignorant of the whole affair, and 
4 that he looked upon Don Alphonſo as a creature 
| of the Cardinal de Lerma, from the viſit he 
had paid him; but that from what I had ſaid 
he was willing to believe that he had made that 
viſit out of pure gratitude, as he had received 
favours from his hand. He ſaid he was ſorry 
for diſplacing a man who owed his poſt to me; 
N but 
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but as he had deſtroyed my work, he would re- 
build it, and do more for me than the Duke of 
Lerma had done: that as my friend was before 
only governor of Valencia, he would now make 
him viceroy of the kingdom of Arragon ; and 
bid me go and inform him of this welcome 
piece of news, defring me to bring him im- 
mediately to take the oaths. 

Theſe joyful tidings affected me very 1 
iy, for I immediately paſſed from the loweſt de- 
gree of ſorrow'to the higheſt pitch of joy. His 
grace obſerved this from the manner in which I. 
expreſſed my thankfulneſs, but he was not diſ- 
pleaſed with it; and when I informed him that 
Don Alphonſo was already in Madrid, he or- 

dered me to introduce him that ſame day. I 
ran immediately to my friend, who was over - 
joyed when I informed him of his new employ» 
ment; he could ſcarce give credit to my report, 
not thinking that I had ſo much intereſt at court 
as to have viceroyalties given upon my recom» 
mendation. I conducted him immediately to 
tne Count- Duke, who received him very gra» 
ciouſly, informing him, that having behaved ſo 
well in his government of the city of Valencia, ö | 
the King thinking him qualified for a more im- A 
portant office, had nominated him to the viceroy- 
alty of Arragon, Beſides, reſumed he, as vou 
are well deſcended, the nobility of Arragon will 1 
not murigur at the choice of the court, . 

His excellency was upon his guard not to 9 
have my name mentioned in the whole ttanſa e. 
tion, and by this means hindered himſelf and Don n 

Voit, ITY. I - Alphonſo | 
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Alphonſo from all the fatires that might have 
been thrown out upon a Wow! of my N 


„„ 


As ſcon as Don Cæſar's fam. was inſtalled ! in- 
to his new office, he ſent an expreſs to inform 
his father and -Seraphina of his good fortune, 
who immediately ſet out for Madrid, You may 
ealily imagine what pleaſure it gave me to find 
my:elf overwhelmed with the thanks of three 
perſons I eſteemed moſt in the world. They 
were thoroughly ſenſible of my zeal and affec- 


tion, and of the honour which the poſt of viceroy 
did to their family. They ſeemed to bave for- 


got that I was once their ſervant, and now fpoke 


to me as one of. their own, relations, and their 


expreſſions of en were ane concepti- 
on. 

Don Alphonſo baving W bis letters 
patent, thanked the King and his miniſter, and : 
ſet our with his family to fix his abode at Sa- 
ragoſſa, where he made his entrance with re- 


markable ſplendour; and the acclamations of 


the Arragonians ſhewed their full Wen 
of the viceroy 1 had ſet over them. 
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Don Gaſton de gelle Fn Don nile de For- 
deſillas being at the Palace, - Santiilane meets 


with them there. The Story\of Den Gafton' 


and Donna Helena de Galifles concluded. Gil 
Blas does an Ne 7524 27 Service fo 1 
a e 5185 


T ſwelled my pride 1 and 8 my⸗ 
ſelf greatly, for my metamorphoſing a diſ- 
placed governor into a viceroy. The very Lords 
of Leyva did not ſo much exult at it as I did. 
And that I may let the reader ſee that I was no 
longer the ſame Gil Blas who under the preced- 
ing miniſtry bad fold all the favours of the court, 
I muſt relate how I employed mY COPY to ſerve. 
another friend. 1 5 
My ee and intereſt Sik the prime r mi- 
niſtei became fo well known, that it made even 
the nobility court my company. Being in the 
anti-chamber one day converſing with ſome of 
them, I perceived in the throng Don Gaſton de 
Cogollos, the ſtate- priſoner whom I left in the 
tower of Segovia, and the keeper Don Andrea de 
Tordeſillas along with him. Whereupon 1 PER: 
ed from the company I was engaged with, ä 
embrace thoſe two lriends. We were all A 
ly ſurpriſed to meet one another in this place. 
Aſter ſome warm embraces on both ſides, Don 
Gation ſaid, as this is not a proper place to 
converic in, allow me to conduct you to a con- 
venient houſe, where Signior de Lordeſillas and 1 
153 - Dis may 
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may have a long converſation with you. I con- 
ſented to this, and after we had diſengaged our- 
ſelyes of the throng in the palace, found Don 
_ Gaſton's coach waiting in the ſtreet for us, into 
which we all went, and were driven to a very 
handſome houſe, where Don Cogollos lived, in 
the great market-place, where the bull-fights are 
exhibited, We were introduced into a hall very 
magnificently furniſhed ; and aſter we were ſeat- 
ed, Don Andrea began by tclling me, that when 
I leſt bim, 1 ſeemed to hate the. court, and to be 
determined to retire from it for ever. I acknow- 

| ledged that was actually my deſign then, and that 
I did not change my ſentiments till the old King 
died; but when the preſent King aſcended the 
throne, I was willing to try whether he knew 
me again, which I had the good fortune to find 
that he did, and received me very graciouſly, he 
himſelf recommending me to the prime mini- 
ſter, whoſe favourite I now am in a much preat=- 
er degree than ever I was with the Duke of 
Lerma. This is the moſt material circumſtance 
that has happened to me fince I had the pleaſure 
of ſeeing you. Now, Signior Don Andrea, I 
want to know how affairs are with you; are you 
ſtill the keeper of the tower of Segovia? 
replied, he was not, and he imagined for no o- 
ther reaſon than becauſe the prime mini- 
fter believed him to be wholly devoted to his 
predeceſſor. Don Gaſton ſaid he was ſet 
at liberty for a quite contrary reaſon ; for af- 
ter the prime miniſter came to know that I 
was impriſoned there by order of the Duke 
* Fe of 


of Lerma, be commanded. me to be diſchar- 
ged. It remains now, Signior Gil Blas, to in- 
form you of my adventures lance. I. have been 
enlarged. 
After I had thanked. Don 4 for his kind- 
neſs to me during my being his priſoner, I re- 
paired to Madrid, and preſented myſelf beſore 
the Count-Duke d'Olivarez, who accoſted me 4 
after this manner: I would not have you;be in „ 
the leaſt afraid that your late misfortune will | 
hurt your reputation: for the Marquis ef Vil- 1 
lareal's character is entirely cleared up: not- 
withſtanding he is a Portugueſe, and a relation 
of the Duke de Braganza, yet it is found that he 
has the intereſt of the King more at heart thau - 
that of the Duke; and therefore the ſuppolition _ 
of your being attached to him vaniſhes. To de, 
you juſtice in the eyes of the world, the King 
has thought fit to beſtow upon you a lieutenancy I 
in. the Spaniſh guards. I thanked him-with aa 
heart full of gratitude for this diſtinguiſhing mark 3 
of his favour, and begged that be would only 
allow me a month to make a journey to Corea, 
to viſit my aunt Donna Eleonora de Laxarilla, 
The Count-Duke granted the favour I aſked; 
and I immediately ſet out, having only one ſer- 
vant to wait upon me. As ſoon as we had paſ- 
ſed Colmenar, and were got in between two 
mountains, we obſerved. a cavalier defending 
bimſelf valiantly againſt three men, who attacks 
ed him all at once. Upon which I rode up 
and joined him. Our enemies were all maſk» 
ed, and appeared to be expert and vigorous 
I: 3 ſwordſmen; 
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ſwordfmen ; but notwithſtanding. the advan- 
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tage they had over us, I ſoon perceived one of 
them fall, and the other two immediately rode 


off. 


We had not (much to boaſt of our victory, for 


6: 


we found ourſelves both dangerouſly wounded, 
But vou will not wonder at my lurpriſe, when 
1 inform you that this cavalier was no other 


than Combados, the huſband of Donna Helena. 


He was no lefs aſtoniſhed, when he obſerved in 


me his defender and deliverer : be cried out in 
a tranſport, Is it you, Don Gaſton, who have fo 
generouſly helped me? I ü dare ſay you did not 
think it was the man who had ſo ungenerouſly 
robbed'you'of your miſtreſs, I'muſt confeſs, an- 
ſwered I, that I was ignorant of it; bur do you. 


think me ſuch a monſter, that if I Vo known it, I 


would bave refuſed to do what F have done? 
He replied, that he had a better opinion of me; 


adding; that if he died of the wounds he had re- 


ceived, he hoped I ſhould recover, and profit by 


his death HI rephed, Combados, F would not 
have you to think, that, notwithſtanding I have 


not forgot Donna Helena, I do deſire to enjoy 
her at the expence of your life. It gives me 
great pleaſure-that I have been ſerviceable to you 
in defending you from the fwords of three ruf- 
fians, as Iam certain that it will be agreeable to 
your ſpouſe. My ſervant had now alighted, and 
taken off the maſk of the dead cavalier, whom 
Combados immediately knew. Ir is my coutin 
Caprara, faid he; he has long entertained: this 
neee out of malice for being diſappointed of a 

4:4: rich 
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rich eſtate, which be nja diſputed with 
me; and now heaven has permitted him to 
fall a victim to his oon ͤwickedneſs. But our 
blood flowing inceſſantly, put us in mind of go- 
ing immediately to the town of  Villarejo, 
which was only t1 two oy op bei from the held: of 
battle, 

We made all * haſte: inde and 4 
alighted at the firſt inn, we ſent for an expert 
ſurgeon, who examined our wounds, which he 
found dangerous. After having dreſſed them, 
he tied them up, and left us to ourſelves: But 
next day, upon taking off the dreſſings, he judged 
Don Blas's wounds to be mortal, hoping howes 
ver that mine would have a” more favourable 
crifis, both which came to paſs. As ſoon as 
Combados was informed of his melancho- 
ly ſituation, he gave himſelf up entirely; to 
prepare for his end, and ordered an expreſs to 
be difparched to inform ns wife of the whole 
affair tin ; 7 $6 

Donna Helens, upon! receiving the A im- 
mediately ſet out for Villarejo; but her breaſt was 
terribly agitated ; the danger her huſband was 
in, and the fear that her paſſion for me, the flame 
of which was but halt extinguiſhed, might re 
vive, greatly tormented her. Upon her approachs. 
ing Don Blas, he told her, ſhe was come juſt 
time enough to receive his laſt farewel. He _ 
informed her of the condition be was in, juſt at 8 
the point of death, and: that he looked upon it 
as a juſt judgment from heaven upon him for the 
te practices he bad made ule of to deprive 


1 4 Don 
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Don Gaſtoni of her. At the ſame time he ad- 
viſed her now to give Don Gaſton ber hand, 
which he would be well pleaſed with. Don- 
na Helena was ſo overwhelmed with tears up- 
on theſe two different accounts, that ſhe made no 
reply. 
In three days ti time Don Combados died of his | 
wounds, while I every day grew better. The 
care of tranfporting Don Combados's corpſe 
wholly engroſſed the attention of the young wi- 
dow, ſo that I had not the pleaſure of ſeeing her, 
but received her compliments by the hands of 
another when ſhe departed, When my health 
would permit, I ſet out after her to Corea; and 
being thoroughly recovered,” my aunt Donna 
Eleonora and Don George de Galiſieo came to 
a reſolution that we ſhould be immediately mat» 
ried, leſt ſome unlucky accident or other ſhould 
again ſeparate us. But the late death of ber huſ= 
band made it neceſſary that the ceremony ſhould 
be performed in ſecret; and Donna Helena and 
L ſet out in a few days for Madrid. The time of 
abſence that I had obtained from the Count-Duke 
= being elapſed, made me fearful that he had diſ- 
_ poſed of my commiſſion to ſome other; but he 


WY had not, and was thoroughly ſatisfied with the 

i 4 account I gave him of what had oceaſioned- ”Y 
1 not returning ſooner. 

N 4 | ___- He concluded with informing us, ths: hy bad 


; connected himſelf with ſome very agreeable 
friends, with whom he lived happily; and was 

i thoroughly pleaſed with the poſt he had obtain- 
* ed of being lieutenant in the Spaniſh guards. This 

3 5 „ age 
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made Don Andrea exclaim and ſay, that he was 
in a very different ſituation, having loſt an ad- 


vantageous poſt, and that he had no friends wbb 


had intereſt enough to provide him with another. 
I informed him that he was miſtaken in that, 
for that he had not loſt me, who had more in- 
tereſt with the Count-Duke than with the Duke 
of Lerma. I am therefore ſurpriſed to find ſo 
much ingratitude in you as to afhrm that ou 
have not a friend who can procure a good poſt 
for you. Have you forgot, that by the intereſt 
of the archbiſhop of Grenada, who did it to ſerve 
me, you was appointed to an employment in 
Mexico, had not a fooliſh love-affair detained you 
in the city of Alicant ? And as I have the ear 
of the prime miniſter, Iam now much more ca- 
pable of ſerving you than I was before. For- 
deſillas then replied, I ſhall put my whole 
truſt in you, but I beg that you would not 
ſend me to New Spain, for I would not chuſe 
to go there, though I was made een, * 
Ane | | 
About this time Donna Helena 3 the 
hall, and her appearance far exceeded any idea 
1 had formed of her beauty. Cogollos introdus 
ced me to her, informing her that I was Siguior 


de Santillane, of whom ſhe had often heard him 


ſpcak, and whole agreeable converſation had fre- | 


quently ſuſpended his ſorrow, when in priſon. © 


It is no wonder that it did, Madam, replied I, 
fince you was always the lubject. She made a 
reply in a very modeſt manner. I then took my 
leave ot them, afſuring them that it gave me the 
IS | |  greatelt 


Po 


202 Twz"HISTORYor 


preateſt pfeaſore and ſatisfaction to find that the 
long paſſion they had entertained for one another 
was at laſt crowned with a happy marriage. Af- 
ter this I ſaid to Tordefillas, Pray give me your 
addreſs, and I bope in leſs than eight days you 
will find that I have power as well as friendſhip. 
I was ſoon furniſhed with an opportunity of per- 
forming my promiſe; for the very next day the 
Count- Duke informed me that the place of go- 
vernor of the royal priſon of Valladolid was be- 
come vacant, a poſt which brings more than. three 
hundred piſtoles a year, and that be was refolved 
to beſtow it upon me. I thanked bim for his 
kind offer, but at the ſame time aſſured him, that 
if it was worth a hundred . thouſand ducats, 
J would renounce it, raiher than be removed 
from the preſence of his grace. The Count-Duke 
replied, I might enjoy this, and remain at Ma- 
drid I had only to go at ſome particular times 
to Valladolid to viſit the priſon there. I told 
him, that I would never remove from his grace, 
and would accept of this poſt upon no other con- 
ditions than being allowed to refign it in favour 
oi a gallant and worthy gentleman, named Don 
Andrea de Fordelilias, who was formerly keeper 
of the tower of Segovia, His kind treatment 
of me, added I, during the time I was priſoner 
in the tower of Segovia, demands this at my 
hand. he miniſter ſmiling at this, ſaid, I ob- 
ſerve that as thou haſt made a viceroy, ſo now 
thou haſt a mind to make a governor of a royal 
priſon, Well, let it be ſo, my iriend ; thou ſhalt 
have the giving of this poſt to Lordeſillas; but 
| TH. - | 1 
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I want to be informed what advantage this will 
be to thee, for Lcan never think that thou art ſo 
fooliſh as to employ thy credit for nothing. 1 


anſwered, my Lord, an honeſt man ought always 


to pay his debts. Don Andrea did me all the 
ſervice in his power, and ought not I to requite 
his generofity? The miniſter ſaid, I ſee, Gil 
Blas, you are now become very diſintereſted; you 


are quite a different perſon. from what you were 
under the Jaſt miniſtry. I replied, it is very 


true; the contagion that ſeized them all in 


putting every thing up to ſale had infected me; 


but as the preſent miniſtry acted upon quite 
different ene it made me follow, their 
examples 15.34: $154) % #61 


My friend Don Aachen was in a Sale time 
made governor of the royal priſon of Valladolid, 
which ſuited him exaCtiy, and gave me the ut- 
moſt ſatisfaction, as by this means I had it in my 


power to repay all the obligations L lay under to 


him. 
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Gil Blas Pap" a riſe to Newer the Peet an Ace- 
count of the Company he met with there, and 
the different GOO their 4 aj turn 

* ed on. 
> \Uriofiry' one afternoon led me to make a 
viſit to the famous Aſtutian poet, being 
deſitous to know his ceconomy in managing his 
ſalary. By his direction he was to be found at the 
houſe of Signior Don Bertrand Gomez de Ri- 
bero; but enquiring there for him, the porter 
informed me that he did not live there, but had 
hired another houſe behind it, to which he direc- 
ted me. I paſſed through a little court, after 
which I entered into a naked hall, where I found 
my friend Fabricio not riſen from table, with 
fix or ſeven of his friends, who had dined wa 
him that day. ef 
Dinner was juſt over, which put them into 


4 


ſuch good ſpirits, that they had already begun a 


noiſy diſputation ; but my appearance ſoon made 
them all ſilent. As ſoon as Nunez perceived me, 
he got up with great precipitation, and introdu= 
ced me to the company, ſaying, Gentlemen, this 
is Signior Gil Blas de Santillane, the prime mi- 


-niſter's favourite, who is ſo good as to honour 


me with a viſit. At that inſtant the whole com- 


pany got up, and paid their reſpects to me; and 


underſtahding my intereſt at court, they were 
ſuperlatively reſpeQtul in their civilitiess I ſtood 
„ | in 


1 


. Ur 


in no need of a/repaſt, but was obliged to join | 
them in a toaſt which they had given. 5 
Upon which I ſaid, Gentlemen, I am ſorry 
that I ſhould have intruded upon your .conver= 
ſation, and unleſs you will make me a promiſe 
to go on with it, I will inſtantly be gone. Fa- 
bricio replied, the company were talking of the 
Iphigenia of Euripides. The bachelor Melchior 
de Villegas, who is one of the firſt order of eri- 
tics, was enquiring of Don Jacinto de Roma» 
rata concerning the moſt intereſting circumſtance 
of that tragedy, who anſwered, it was the danger 
to which Iphigenia was expoſed. The bachelor 
replied, that he was ready to prove what he had 
aſſerted, that the danger was not the moſt intereſt. 
ing part of the ſubject, Pray what is it then? 
cried the old licentiate Gabriel de Leon. Bhs 6 
it is the wind, ſaid the bachelor. 

This aflertion made the whole company burſt 
out into a moit immoderate fit of laughter I 
could not imagine that Melchior ſaid this with 
any other view than that of giving life to the 
converſation, being ignorant of the virtuoſo's 
character, which was, tha: he was quite averſe 
to raillery. © He replied, you may laugh as mer= 
rily as you pleaſe, but 1 till maintain, in ſpigbt 
of all your noiſe, that nothing but the wind alone 
ought to intereſt and move the ſpectators. Unly 
give yourſelf the trouble of-thinking, and then 
you will agree with me, that the wind only could 
move the ſpectators. Obſerve a numerous at my 
encamped tor no other reaſon then to go and be- 
_ roy; 3 infinite impatience of the 

5 commanders 


206 Tun HISTORY'os 
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commanders and. ſoldiers to execute this enters 


priſe. In the mean time a contrary wind ſprings 
up, which, makes their return into Greece un- 
certain, where they have left every thing that is 
valuable to them, their wiyes, children, and 


houſhold gods. I muſt own that I feel for the 
Greeks, and my only. deſire is to ſee the depar- 


ture of their fleet. And as there is no other 


means of obtaining a favourable wind from the 


gods but by the death of Iphigenia, which is of 
very ſmall conſequence in compariſon of the o- 


ther, therefore her being made a W en 
me no uneaſineſs. | 

| When Villegas had made an end, they 1 renews 
ed their laughter; but Nunez, with a defign to 
afford more game to the railers, ſupported his 
opinion. They all in their turn made their dif- 
ferent jokes upon the wind: but he bekeld them 
with a look of the moſt profound contempt, to 
let them ſee that they were poſſeſſed of nothing 
but ignorant vulgar minds. his reply gave 


me great hopes of ſeeing a battle, as the common 


end of ſuch difſe;tations generally is going to 


loggerheads. However, for this once my ex- 
pectations were diiappointed; they contented 


themſelves with a little low ſcurrility and Bil» 


lingſgate language; And when they had eaten 


ans drunk as much as they A proper, they 
departed ſcparately.. 


As ſoon as they. were gone, L aſked. Don Lo- 


pez if be was at vatiance with the treaſurer, as he 


did not live with him. . He ſaid, Don Bertiand 
is lo good as to Alen me to live in this ſeparate 
. apartment, 
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apartment, whites F can have che pleaſure of en» 
Joying my friends, without giving bim the leaſt 

diſturbance; and as I have no inclination: for 
leaving mueh to my heirs, Lenjoy parties of plea - 
fure every day. My dear Nunez, replied I, I 
heartily rejoice with thee upon the ſucceſs.of 
thy laſt tragedy; for I can aſſure thee that 
the great Lopez has not got ſo much by eight 
hundred dramatic pieces he has written, as thou 
haſt got by the Count de Saldagne, 
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B O O K XII. 
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The Minifter ſends Gil Blas to Toledo; for 


what Reaſon; and the Succeſs he had in his 
- Embaſſy. 


0 OR more than a month, whenever I waited 


upon his excellency, he told me that he 


ſhould ſoon. have occaſion for me to employ my 
talents. LI waited impatiently to know what this 


buſineſs was, when one day he told me, that he 
had 
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had had information that the Toledo company of 
players had got a young actreſs, whoſe ſuperior 
talents captivated the ſpectators; that ſhe had a 
great ſhare of beauty, and danced and ſung di- 
vinely: and as the king delighted in muſie and 


dancing, he was reſol ved he ſhould have the plea» 


ſure of being entertained- with a perſon of ſuch 
extraordinary accompliſhments; and as he knew 
me to be a connoifleur in thoſe matters, deſired 
me to go privately, and let him know my opinion 
of her. I immediately ſet off, with one ſervant 
only without any livery; and when I alighted at 
the inn, the landlord accoſted me, ſaying, Sig- 
nior cavalier, I ſuppoſe you are come to ſee the 
tremendous ceremony of the Auto de Fe , 
which is to be exhibited here to-morrow. As 1 
was reſolved to let no perſon know the real cauſe | 
of my journey, I told him I was. + Well, ſaid he, 
you will fee the fineſt proceſſion that ever haps 
pened in this country; there are no leſs than a 


hundred priſonets, out hes whom no more W 


ten are to be burnt. 
Before day-break ho next e all yon 


bells in the city began tolling, which was to in» 


form the people that there was to be an Auto 
de Fe that day. As I was very curious to ſee 
this tremendous affair, I immediately got up and 


dreiſed myſelf, and went towards the inquii- 


tion. Scaffolds were already erected along the 
ſtreets through which the inquiſition was to 
paſs; I hired a em. ny one ol . imo come 
| wa? $3 Ong aff cent EM ann 
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modiouvs of them. Soon after the banners of the 
inquiſition appeared; the dominicans followed 
them; then the wretched victims which were to 
be burnt that day by the bands of the holy office 
came next. 'Thoſe miſerable people followed 


one after another, with their heads and feet bare, 
every one carrying a wax taper in bis hand, and 
a godfather f by his ſide. Some of them bad 
large ſcapularies of yellow tuff, garniſhed with 
St. Andrew's croſſes painted red, which they call 
Sanbunettoes; others wore Carochas, which are 
high paper caps, made in the form of a ſugar- 
loat, and covered with. ne and diabolleal 
* 19 91 ; 

I durſt not ſhew the leaſt ſign of compaſſion 
* my countenance, for if I had, I ſhould have 
ſuffered ſor it; but upon obſerving thoſe who 
had carochas on their heads very attentively, I 
ſaw Father Hilary, with his companion brother 
Ambroſe. They paſſed ſo near me, that I could 


not be miſtaken: and I refleQted' with myſelf, 


that heaven had juſtly punifhed thoſe two for 
their diſorderly lives, by giving them over to be 
tor mented by the inquiſition. I was im medi- 
ately ſtruck with the utmoſt horror, conſidering 
the connexions I had formerly had with thoſe 
rogues, and particularly the affair of Xelva; 
this raiſed: the utmoſt thankfulueſs and grati- 


people whom the Inquiſitor appoints, to accom-any the pri- 
ſoners in the Auto de Fe, and who are obliged to be anſwerable 
for them. 


5 
3 
2 . — 
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ends i in my foul, that I had leaped ſong nn 


ment. „ 

When the dreadful exhibition was Ae L 
returned to the inn full of horror, but was obli- 
ged to drive off thoſe. uneaſy reſlexions, that I 
might enter into the ſpirit of my embaſſy, and 
acquit myſelf of it in a proper manner. I res» 
ſolved that night to go to the theaire, thinking - 
it better to be informed by ocular demonſtration 
than any other means I could uſe; I therefore 
repaired there in time, that I might have a pro- 
per place to make my obſervations in: and ha- 
viog iat down next to a knight of Alcantara, I 
entered immediately into a converfation with 
him. I acquainted. him that I had heard much 
ſaid in favour of the actors at Toledo, and der 
fired to know if my information had been jult, 
Indeed it is, ſaid he: there are ſeveral of the ficit- 
rate actors in the company, and among the reſt 
a young beautiful actreſs called Lucretia, Who 
will ſurpriſe you very much, though the 1s not 


yet fourteen years of age. Her very mien and 


addreſs will at once point her out and captivate  - 
you. I enquired if ſhe was to act that night; 
he told me ſhe had a very capital character to 
repreſent in the play which was to be preface | 
that night: : | 10s 
When the curtain drew up, two aQueiſen wha 
bad uſed every poſſible art to ſet themſelves off 
to advantage, made their appearance on the ſtage 3 
but notwithſtanding the lultre of their diamonds, 
I did not think any of them was ſhe that I came 
about, However, at length Lucretia made her 
| appearance, 
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appearance, at was uſhered in with. the Wn 
ping and approbation of the whole company. I 
muſt confeſs that at firit ſight ſhe ſtruck me with 
her appearance; her noble and graceful air, with 
the brilliancy of her fine eyes, made me look up- 
on her as a divine creature. Upon her repeating. 


the firſt ſpeech, I was eafily convinced that ſhe 


had both nature, fire, and underſtanding far a- 
bove what could be expeCted from one of her 
years, and I moſt chearfully paid her my tribute 
of praiſe with the reſt of the company. The 
cavalier my companion aſked me if I thought the 


audience gave her more praiſe than ſhe deſèrved; 
FE anſwered that I thought it was no more than. 


her due. But, ſays he, you would be more ſur- 


priſed if you heard her ſing. She is a perfect 


ſyren, fo that it is dangerous for the hearers; 
and ſhe is not leſs compleat in dancing; her 

voice and ſteps force the heart to ſurrender. I 
replied, if all be true that you ſay, ſhe mult be a 
prodigy indeed; pray who is the happy man that 
has engaged her affections? He informed me, 


that if ſne had any lover, the public were quite 


unacquainted with it; nor bas even the mouth 


of ſcandal itſelf dared to attack her character. 


However, added he, 1 cannot anſwer how long 
this m ay be the caſe; ſhe is at preſent under the 
care of her aunt Eſtella, who is the moſt accom=- 
pliſhed+ of all the actreſſes in the company. I. 


ſtatrted at the name of Eſtella, and aſked him if 


ſhe did not once belong to the Toledo company. 

He replied, ſhe-did, but that the had not acted. 

that ih if ſhe had, the company would have 
been 


been better e She always, ſaid 1 
performs the part of waiting - woman, which ſhe 
does to admiration, Her action is rather too 


full of ſpirit, but this is an agreeable fault, Ihe 


knight told me wonders concerning, this Eftella, 
and by what he ſaid, I did not make the leaſt 
doubt but that it was the ſame identical Laura 
whom I have mentioned in my hiſtory, and whom 
I left at Grenada. However, that I might make 


ſure, as ſoon as the play was over, I went behind 


the ſcenes, and ſoon perceived her in the tiring» 
room, in diſcourſe with ſome gentlemen, Who 
looked upon her in no other light than as Lu- 
ciretia's aunt. I advanced to falute her, but 
whether ſhe was affronted at my baſty departure 


ſrom Grenada, or through ſome particular hu- 


mour, I know not, but ſhe received me very dry» 


ly, and pretended ſhe had no knowledge of me. 
I muſt own this ſomewhat diſconcerted my plan, 
and I was ſo much affronted at what I thought 


rude behaviour in her, that I determined. next 
day to return to Madrid, and to be revenged of 
her, was reſolved to give the miniſter ſuch a cha- 
racter of her niece 

ſent for to Madrid. 
did not continue long, for next morning when 


I was making ready to depatt, a page entered my 
chamber with a letter from Laura, the: contents 


of which was, I would have you forget the 


& manner in which I received you laſt night in | 


** the dreſſing- room, and follow the bearer.” I 
immediately obeyed the ſummons, and went with 
wh page, who dee me to a very handſome 


- _ houſe 


ſhoyld prevent her being 
owever, my reſentment 


n 


— * y a Fe : 1 * 2 
——— 


ee GS 
T2 ee * 
4, ">= — 2 


* M.-Y 7 
— IR * 


— TEENS 


* 
2 
—— 


——— 


It 
J | 
; 


CD — - 


aan = 
E - 
- 9 , 
2 


Pr Run Roan  Im=> 3 


55 


houſe near the play- houſe, where I was introdu- 
ced to Laura, whom I found at her toilet in a 
very genteel room. She roſe to ſalute me, at 
the ſame time acquainting me that ſhe hoped [I 
would got take amiſs the reception I had met 


with laſt night in the dreſſing- room. I muſt 


ou n, continued ſhe, that an old friend like you 
had a right to expect more civil treatment ; but 
I muſt plead my excuſe by acquainting you, that 


I was then in a bad humour, and juſtly provoked 


by ſome ſcandalous diſcourſe, which one of our 
gentlemen had let drop concerning my niece, 
whoſe honour'1s dearer to me than my own. But 
upon your ſudden departure, I immediately re- 
collected myſelt, and ordered my page to follow 


you to your lodging, that I might this day beg 


pardon, and make atonement for my fault. You 
are forgiven, my dear Laura, ſaid I, it ſhall no 


more be. remembered; let us now recount to 


each other our adventures fince the unlucky day 


that I was obliged to quit Grenada in a hurry, 


for fear of a juſt puniſhment for my crimes You 
may remember that I left you greatly perplexed; 
I iuppote you would have occaſion for all the ad- 
drieis you was miſtreſs of to ſoothe and appeaſe 
yeur Portugueſe lover. Not in the leaſt, faid 
ſhe; are you fuch a ſtranger to the toibles of 
your own ſex, as not to know that men are ſome» 
times ſo weak as to ſpare women even the trous 
ble of jutlitying themſclves? I proteſted to the 


Marquis of Marialva, that you was my brother. 
You will excuſe me, Mr, Santillane, if I ſpeak 


to you in the lame tamiliar manner 4 uſed to do 
torn: erlys 
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formerly, for 1 . get quit all at onee * my 
old habits. . I therefore tell thee, that I boldly 
brazened it out. [I ſaid to the Portugueſe no- 
bleman, Cannot you obſerve that this is no more 
than jealouſy and rage in Narcifla, for the diſap- 
pointment the has met with in being diſplaced 
from your affections, and ſeeing me in full poſ- 
ſeſſion of them? Therefore ſhe has bribed the 
under candle-nuffer, who, to forward: her re» 
ſentment, has the impudence to affirm that he 
had ſeen and known me to be Arſenia's chambers 
maid, than which nothing can be more falſe. 
Don Antonio Coello's widow always had a great - 
er ſpirit than to humble herſelf ſo low as to be 
chamber - maid to an aCtreis. And the falſity of 
Narciſſa might very eaſily have been made to ap- 
pear, if ſhe had not contrived ſome artifice to 
make him diſappear. Though all thoſe apologies 
made but a very indifferent excuſe yet I con- 
tinued in the graces of that good nobleman to 
the day of his departure from Grenada to return 
into Portugal. 

I continued ſome: years at Grenada, when | 
our company divided; ſome went to Seville, o- 
thers to Cordova, and; 1 to Toledo, where [ 
have been ten years, with Lucretia my nieces 
who, as you was at the play, you- would lee ack, 
laſt night. 

At this I burſt out into a fit of 1 fay 
ing, you have neither brother nor ſiſtet, and 
therefore cannotzbe Lucretia's, aunt Beſides, if 
you will make a calculation of the number of 
years lince our ſeparation, I am apt to think 


you 
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1 you will find that ſhe is a nearer relation to you, 
[| | She replied bluſhing, Lunderſtand, you very well, 
" | I ſee you are an exact chronologiſt; it is impoſ- 
F fſible to make you believe that ſhe is my niece, 
= Well then, Lucretia is my daughter, by the Mar- 
[ - quis of Marialva; ſhe is the fruit of our correſ- 
pondence; I can no longer keep it a ſecret from 
. you. How much you put yourſelf to it, my 
. queen, in relating that ſecret, after having made 
1 me the confident of your adventures with the 
| ſteward of the hoſpital of Zimora. But I can 


Y 1 aſſure you that the public can never be too grate- 
ful to you for the preſent you have made them 
of a maid of ſuch fingular metit as Lucretia; 
and it would have been happy for the world if 
all your comrades had done the ſame. 
Ky If any ill-natured reader, when he recollects 
| the many private converſations I had with Laura 
1 at Grenada, while I was ſecretary to the Marquis 
1 de Marialva, ſhould imagine that I might claim 
*S 
| 
| 
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the honour of being Luerctia's father, as well as 

Wo that nobleman, I muſt to my ſhame acknowledge, 

|| that it 18 a very unjuſt ſuſpicion. - 

. I in my turn recounted to Laura my principal 
adventures, and let her know the agreeable ſitu- 
ation I was in at preſent, She liſtened with 

great attention to the narrative I gave her, and 
faid, My friend Gil Blas, I find you now act in a 
large ſphere in the theatre of the world; it real- 
ly gives me great pleafure'to be informed of your 
proſperity ; and 1 promiſe myſelf that T ſhall find 
a friend and protector in you when I come to 
aarid, to introduce Lucretia into the Prince's 
CA company. 
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company. I bid her never doubt of that, and 


told her ſhe might depend upon me to procure 


admittance for her daughter into the Prince's 


company whenever ſhe pleaſed, as I had power 


to do much greater things than that. Laura 


replied, I would inſtantly take you at your word, 


and fet out for Madrid to-morrow, only that 1 


am bound to the company of Toledo. I told 
her that an order from court would ſoon 
diſannul thoſe engagements, and, I aſſured her 


of receiving one in leſs than a week's time. 
Such an actreſs as Lucretia, continued I, be- 


longs to the courtiers, and not to ſuch . as 
thoſe of Toledo. | 


At this inſtant Lucretia entered the rod” 


and was ſo exquiſitely charming, that I miſtook 


her for the goddeſs Hebe. She had juſt go up, 
and her natural beauty made ber appear much 


more charming than all the embelliſhments of 


att. Her mother immediately faid to her, Come, 
my dear, and thank this gentleman, Who is an 
old acquaintance of mine; he has great intereſt 
at, court, and has promiſed to introduce us both 
into the Prince's company. The dear girl was 
mightily pleaſed with this, and made me a very 


low curtſey, replying with a moſt bewitching 
imile,.[ return you my fincere thanks for your 
kind intention; but are you certain that I mall 
pleaſe the audience at Madrid? It is very like- 
ly that I may loſe by changing my ſituation, for 


I have heard my aunt fay, that ſhe had ſeen ac- 


tors careſſed in one place, and the very ſame per 
ſons hiſſed in another. I would therefore beg a 
Vor. EV. K | | Ky that * 
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that you will take care that I am not expoſed to 
contempt; and inſtead of your intended good 
offices meet with only the reproaches of the 
court. I anſwered, my dear, neither you nor 1 
bave reaſon to be apprehenſive of that; the on- 
ly think there is reaſon to fear is, that your 
charms will have fo powerful an effect as to ſmite 
mote than one half of the grandees about the 
court, which may create ſo much jealouſy among 
them as may perhaps have ſome fatal conſequen- 
ces. Laura replied, I believe the fear of my niece 
is much better ſounded than yours, though I hope 
there is no foundation for either; but 1 am cer- 
tain that if her charms will not captivate, ſhe f is 
Mill not a contemptible actreſs. 1 
We continued our converfation for yet ſome 
time longer; and 1 had reaſon to judge from e- 
very thing Lucretia ſaid, that ſhe was a girl of 
a ſuperior underſtanding: I then took leave of 
theſe two heroines of the ſtage, declaring to them 
that they ſhould ſoon have an order from court 
10 come to en. 


, 
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CHAP. II. 


Gil Blas informs the Miniſter. of the 3 he 
met with in his Commiſſion : he charges him to 
ſend for Lucretia to Madrid: the Arrival of 
that Actreſs, and her firſt ANC at the 

King's Theatre, 


IT- Count-Duus was very in. patient for 
my return to Madrid, to know the ſucceſs 

of my. journey, Gil Blas, ſaid he, have you 

ſeen the actreſs in queſtion ? Is ſhe worth bring- 
ing to court? My Lord, anſwered I, fame, 
which generally extols handſome people more 
than they deſerve, does not even do juſtice to 
the ſair Lucretia; ſhe is a prodigy, both for her 
beauty and talents. . 
Ils it poſſible, cried the miniſter, with an in- 
ward ſatis faction which I read in his eyes, and 
which made me think it was on his own account 
he had ſent me to Toledo; is it poſſible that ſhe 
can be ſo amiable? When you ſee her, replied _ 
I, you will own there is no ſaying any thing in 
her praiſe, but what will fall ſhort of what her 
charms really deſerve, Santillane, reſumed his 
Excellency, give me an exact narrative of your 
journey, I ſhall be glad to hear it. To ſatisfy my 
maſter then, I informed him of every thing that 
paſſed, to which I added the hiſtory of Laura. 
I told him, that this actreſs had had Lucretia by 
the Marquis de Marialva, a Portugueſe nobleman, 
who Dappomng to ſtop at Grenada in his travels, 
K 2 | became 
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became enamonted of her. In ſhort, when 1 
had recited to his Excellency all the paſſages be- 
tween thoſe players and me, he ſaid, It gives me 
pleaſure that Lucretia is ſo- nobly deſcended; 

that will make me concern myſelf the more- ar 
her; we mult have her here. But proceed, con- 


| tigudd he, as you have began, do not let me ap- 


pear therein ; let all this be done in Gil Blas de 
Santillane's name. 

| then waited. upon Cindi] and told him 
his Excellency would have an-order made out, 
whereby the King received into his company. 
Eſtella and Lucretia, actreſſes of the play houſe 
at Toledo. Yes, Signior Santillane, ſaid Car- 
nero, with a ſatirical. ſmile, it ſhall be done im- 
mediately; ſince, according to all appearance, 
you concern youtſelf for thoſe two ladies, At 


the ſame time, he made out the order himſelf, 


and gave it to me; and 1 ſent it away immedi- 
ately to Eſtella, by the ſame ſervant that had at · 
tended me to Toledo. About a week aſtetwards 
the mother and daughter arrived at Madrid, and 
took ready-ſurniſhed lodgings near the King's 
theatre 3 after which their firſt care was to ie > 
me know it by a line from them, I went im- 
mediately to their lodgings; where, after num- 
berleſs offers of ſervice on my part, and as many 
thanks on theirs, I left them to prepare for 
making their firſt appearance, which I wiſhed; 
might be both ſucceſsful and brilliant. 
They gave themſelves out in the bills for two 
new. aCtrefſes, , whom the King's company had: 
Joi received — thens by an order from 


court; 
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court ; and they began with a comedy they had 
often acted at Toledo with applauſe. | 

In what part of the world are they not fond 
of novelty in their diverſions ? There was that 
day a prodigious concourſe at the play houſe, 
and it may eaſily be imagined I added one to the 
number of ſpectators: I was even in ſome pain 
for them before the play began; as much prepoſ- 
ſeſſed as I was in favour of the mother and daugh- 
ter, I trembled for them, ſo much was I intereſt> 
ed in their ſucceſs. But they had fcarce open- 


ed their mouths, before they diſpelled all my 


fears, by the applauſes they received. Eſtella 
was looked upon as a conſummate comic actreſa ; 
and Luctetia as a prodigy when in the character 
of a lover. The latter, eſpecially, gained every 
heart, ſome admiring the luſtre of her eyes 
whilſt others were moved with the ſweetneſs of 
her voice; and all in general being ſtruck with 
the graces and dazzling brightneſs of her blooms 
ing youth, went away as, na by her Ae, 
andges..- 3 
The Count- Dube,. oh ntereſton; himſelf 

more than I imagined in the performance of this 

actreſs, was that night at the theatre. I ſaw 
him g out about the end of the performance, 
very well pleaſed, as I fancied, with our two 
comedians. Curious to know whether he was 
actually ſo much charmed with them, 1 baſtened 
home after him, and going juſt after him into 
his cloſet, Well, my Lord, ſaid I, is your Excel- 
lency pleaſed with the little Marialva 2 My Ex- 
cellency, anſwered he, ſmiling, would be very 
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difficult, if 1 refuſed to join my approbation to 
that of the public: yes, my boy, I amfenchanted 


with your Lucretia, and make not the leaſt doubt 
but his Majeſty will be as well ſatisfied when the 


appears before him. 


C 
CHAP. HUE 


Lucretia 1 the general Topic at Court, and 
plays before the King, who becomes enamour- 
ed of her: the Conſequence of that Love. 


HE appearance of theſe two new attreſſes 

made abundance of noiſe at court; the 
very next morning they were fpoken of at the 
King's levee : ſome noblemen ſaid much in praife 
of the young Lucretia in particular, and deſeris 
bed her as ſo amiable a creature, that the monarch 
was ſtruck with it; but diſſembling the impreſ- 
Gon their diſcourſe had made upon him, he faid 
not a word, and ſee med to give no attention bs 
We: hy | 


Nevertheleſs, * he was left done with 


the Count-Duke, he enquired who that actreſs 
was, whom be had heard ſo much extolled. The 


miniſter anſwered, ſhe was a young actreſs of 
Toledo, who had made her firſt appearance the 
night before with univerſal applauſe. This ac- 
treſs, continued he, is called Lucretia, (a name 
very ſuitable to perſons of her profeſſion) ; San- 
tillane is acquainted with her, and he gave me 

ſuch _ 
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ſuch an advantageous character of her, that I ors 
dered her to be taken into your Majeſty's com- 
pany. The King ſmiled on hearing my name; 
perhaps becauſe he then remembered it was by 
my means he became acquainted with Catalina, 
and he had a thought: that I might probably do 
him the ſame ſervice on this occaſion. Count, 
ſaid he to the miniſter, I will ſee this Lucretia 
play to-morrow night, and 1 n youn to in- 
form her of my intention. | 
The Count-Duke ravidy related; this e 
ſation to me, and informed me of the King's in- 


tentions, diſpatched me to the two actreſſes, to 


appriſe them thereof. I bring you great news, 
ſaid Ito Laura, whom I met firſt, you will have 
to-morrow, amongſt your ſpectators, the ſove- 
reign of the kingdom; this is what the miniſter 
has ordered me to acquaint you with: I do not 


doubt but both your daughter and you will do 
all in your power to deſerve the honour: this mo- 
narch will do you; but I adviſe you to chuſe a 
play wherein there is both ſinging. and dancing, 
that Lucretia may have an opportunity of dif: 
playing at once all her talents, and ſtrike him 


with admiration. We will follow your advice; 
anſwered Laura, and we ſhall-not be to blame; 
if his Majeſty is not pleaſed. : He cannot be o- 
therwiſe, replied I, ſeeing Lucretia enter the 
room in a diſhabille which became her more than 
the richeſt of her- ſtage- dreſſes: he will be fo 
much the better pleaſed with your amiable niece, 


as he is fond of ſinging and dancing above. all 


ching z z he may even be tempted. to throw the 
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handkerchief at her. 1 do not at all wiſh him 
to have that temptation, ſaid Laura; as power», 
ful a monarch as he is, he might chance to meet 
with ſome obſtacles to the accompliſhment of 


bis wiſhes. Lucretia, though bred up behind 


the ſcenes, is extremely virtuous ; and whatever 
pleaſure ſhe takes in ſecing herſelf applauded up- 
on the ſtage, ſhe had yet rather be regarded as a 
modeſt woman, than a good actreſs; 

Aunt, ſaid the youthful Marialva, 1 


then in the converſation, why ſhould we create 


monſters in our imagination to combat them af- 
wards ? I ſhall never be troubled with reſiſting 
bis Majeſty's addreſſes; the delicacy of bis taſte _ 
will fave bim from the reproaches he would de- 
ſerve, ſhould he debaſe himſelf ſo low as to fall 

in love with me. But, lovely: Lucretia, ſaid F, 
if it ſhould ſo happen, that the King ſhould de- 
vote himſelf to you, and chuſe you for his miſ- 
treſs, would you be ſo hard-hearted as to ſuffer 
him to languiſh in n chains, like an ordinary 
lover? Why not ? anſwered ſhe. Undoubted- 
ly I would; and ſetting. virtue aſide, methinks 


my vanity would be more flattered by having 
withſtood his paſſion, than if I ſhould have yiel- 


ted to it. To hear a pupil of Laura's talk thus 
greatly ſurpriſed me; and J leſt them both, com- 
mending the latter for having educated the other 
in ſo praiſe-worthy a manner. 

Next day, the King, impatient to ſee Lis 
cretia, repaired to the theatre; they ated a 
piece ſet off with entertainments of ſinging and 
dancing, wherein our young actreſs ſhined 

vonder- 
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wonderfully. I kept my eyes fixed upon bis 
Majeſty from the beginning to the end, and in 
bis looks endeavoured to read his thong but 
he put my penetration to a ſtand, by an air of 
gravity which he affected to aſſume during the 
whole performance. I could not tell till next day 


what I longed eagerly to know. Santillane, ſaid 


the miniſter to me, I am Juſt come from the 
King, who has talked to me of Lucretia with ſo 
much fire, that I am almoſt certain: he is ſmit= 
ten with this young actreſs; and as I told him 
that it was you that had her brought from Tole- 
do, he has expreſſed a deſire of talking with you 
upon that head in private: go immediately to 
his chamber, where orders are already given for 
your admittance; run, and make haſte back again 
to aequaint me with your converſation, | 

I went that inſtant to the King, whom bon 
alone; he was walking very falt till I came, and 
ſcemed buried in thought. He aſked me abun» 
dance of queſtions about Lucretia, and obliged 
me to relate her whole ſtory to him: after this 
he enquired if that little Siren had not already 
been engaged in ſome intrigue ? I affured him 
to the contrary, notwithſtanding the raſhneſs of 


ſuch kind of aſſurances, which ſeemed to make © | 


his Majeſty very happy. If that be the caſe, re- 
ſumed he, I chuſe you for my agent to Eueretia; 
I will have her informed of her conqueſt by your 
aſſiſtance: go, and acquaint her with it from me, 
_ purſued he, giving we a box full of jewels; worth 
an hon ae and tell her I beg her to 
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| without being ſenſible of its bitterneſs; for, ſince 
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accept this preſent, till I give her ſome more fo- 
lid marks of my regard. .. 


OY 


I went and joined the Some Duke dee I | 
waited upon Laura, to whom I gave a faithful 
account of the King's converſation with me. I 
imagined that miniſter would be more afflicted 
than rejoiced at it: for I thought, as has been 
already obſerved, he had himſelf a deſign up- 


on Lucretia, and would be vexed to hear that 


his maſter was become his rival; but I was 
wiong in my opinion. Far from ſeeming mor- 
tified at it, he was ſo rejoiced, that, not being a- 
ble to contain himſelf, he let ſome words eſcape 
him, which did not fall to the ground. Oh! by 
St. Francis, ſaid he, Philip, I have you ſafe; for 
once you will be ſick of buſineſs. This apoſtro- 
phe diſcovered to me all the Count- Duke's art- 
ful management; I ſaw thereby that this noble- 
man fearing bis Majeſty would apply himſelf to 
ſtare-affairs, endeavoured to amuſe him by ſuch 


' pleaſures as agreed beſt with his humour. San- 


tillane, ſaid he, afterwards, loſe no time; make 
haſte, my boy, to execute the important order 
you have received, which many noblemen at 
court would be glad to be employed in. Re- 


member, added he, you have not here the Count 


de Lemos, who deprives you of the beſt part of 


the honour of the ſervice done; you ſhall bave 
it entirely to yourſelf, and, what is more, all the 


profit. 


In this manner did bis Excellency gild the 
pill which I ſwallowed very patiently,” but not 


1 | 
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Ibad been confined in the tower of Segovia, I 
had uſed myſelf to look upon things in a moral 
light, and did not think the employment of a 
Mercury in chief ſo honourable as he repreſent- 
ed it to me. Nevertheleſs, though I was not 
vicious enough to diſcharge it without regret, 
I had not virtue enough to refuſe to perform it. 
F-obeyed the King then ſo much the more wil» 
lingly, becauſe I ſaw, at the ſame time, that my 
complying. with the King's orders would pleaſe 
the miniſter, whom I-did all in my: "OO to o- 
blige. 
I-thought it 8 proper to > addtels; myſelf a at 
firſt to Laura, and to diſcourſe her in private: I 
informed her of my orders in modeſt terms, and 
at the end of my ſpeech pulled out the box of 
| jewels. At the fight of ſo conſiderable a pre- 
| ſent, the gentlewoman not being able to conceal 
her tranſport, gave it free ſcope. Signior Gil 
Blas, cried ſhe, it is not before the bsſt and olds | 
eſt of my friends, that I ought to lay any con- 
ſtraint upon myfelt : I ſhould be to blame to put 
on a falſe ſeverity of morals, and play the hypo- 
crite with you. Les, doubt it not, continued 
ſhe, lam rejuiced that my daughter has made fo - _ 2 
glorious a conqueſt; Lam ſenſible of the ad- "I 
vantages thereof; but between you and me, 1 
am afraid Lucretia will look upon this affair in 
another light than me: although bred an actreſs, 
ſhe is ſo virtuous, that ſhe has already rejected 
the vows of two young noblemen, both rich and 
- agreeable. You. will ſay, continued ſhe, that 
theſe two young lords were not Kings; Lagree - 
8 with 
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with you, and in all prolinbiicy the love of a 
crowned head will ſhake Lucretia's virtue: hows 
ever, I muſt tell you, that the thing is uncertain 
and I declare to you I will not oblige my daugh - 
ter to do any thing contrary to her inclination : 


*  wherefore, if, far from thinking herſelf honour- 


ed by the King's tranſitory paſſion, ſhe ſhould 
regard that honour as a diſgrace, let not that great 
prince be affronted if ſhe flies from it. Come 
again to-morrow, continued ſhe, and I will let 
you' know whether you muſt return him a fas 
vourable anſwer, or his preſent. ; 

I did not in the leaſt doubt, but Laura would 
rather adviſe Lucretia to ſwerve from her duty, 
than to perſevere therein, and I depended upon 
the ſucceſs of her perſuaſions: nevertheleſs ! 
heard with ſurpriſe next day, that Laura had 
been as hard put to it to make her daughter do 


amiſs, as other mothers are to incite theirs to 


be virtuous : and what is yet more aſtoniſhing, 


is, that Lucretia, after having had ſome private 


interviews with the King, was ſo much grieved 
at having abandoned herſelf to his defires, that 
the ſuddenly forſook the world, and ſhut herſelf 


up in the monMery of the Incarnation; where 


not long aſter ſhe fell fick, and died with cha- 
grin. On the other hand, Laura being quite in- 
conſolable for the loſs of her daughter, and yet 
mote for having been acceſſary to her death, re- 
tired into the convent of Repenting Maidens, 
there to mourn the pleaſures of her youthful days. 
The King was ſenſibly concerned at Lucretia's 
ſudden eee box 4 that young prince, not 
being 
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being of a fretful diſpoſition, by degrees ſoon ob- 


literated her from his memory. As for the 
Count-Duke, though he did not ſeem touch 
ed at this accident, he was nevertheleſs, a8 


the reader yy" cally 1 greatly Mn 


at it. 
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CHAP. IV. | $6 
The Miniſter gives Sabie a new Employ: 
ment. 
1 *. 


HE young actreſs's misfortune alſo ſen- 
1 fibly aflifted me, and I felt ſo much te- 
morſe for my having contributed to it, that re- 
garding myſelf as a baſe wretch, notwithſtandibg 


the quality of the lover, whoſe paſſion I had affiſt- 


ed, I reſolved for the future never to act as Mets 
cury in chief to our Spaniſh Jupiter. I even 


told the miniſter, I could no longer diſcharge 


that employment without reluctance; and bep- 
ged him to employ my talents any other way 
whatſoever, Santillane, aid be, I am pleafed 


with thy ſcruples; and ſince thou art a lad of © . 


fo much honour, I will find thee an office more 
agreeable to thy inclinations; it is this; liſten 
attentively to the ſecret which 10 am going to im- 
part to thee, 4 £7 REF, 51 

A few years before I was in favoary I acci- 
dentally ſaw a lady, who ſeemed to me ſo beau» 
titul and well-ſhaped, ey had her followed. I 


; ; learnt 5 


* 
9. . 
1 

J . 
; N 5 
2 * LF 
7 N 

i "x 

** 1 


1 * 

725 

e — 
gs 


- Tas HISTORY or 


learnt that ſhe 2008 Aa Genoeſe, called Donna 


230 


Margarita Spinola, who lived at Madrid, upon 


the revenue ſhe received by means of her beau» 
ty. I was alſo informed that Don Franciſco de 


Valeaſar, a man in years, and married, but very 


wealthy, laviſhed away confiderable ſums upon 


this coquet. This account, which ought to have 


made me hate her, excited in me, on the con- 
trary, an eager delire of ſharing-in, her favours 


with Valeaſar. Being poſſeſſed with this fancy, 
I had recourſe, in order to ſatisfy it, to one of 


love's emiſſaries, who had the addreſs, ina ſhort. 
time, to procure me a private interview with the 
Genoeſe, This interview paved the way to ſe- 


veral others, inſomuch that my rival and I were 


both equally well treated for our preſents; and 


probably, there was likewiſe ſome other gal- 


lant who was as abi received as either 


"of us. 


Be that as it will, Margarita, by receiving 
ſuch a jumble of offerings upon love's altar, be- 
came inſenſibly a mother; and brought into the 


world a ſon, the honour of which ſhe would have | 


given to cach of her lovers in particular ; but 
none of them being able in conſcience to boaſt 
of being father to this child, they would not ac- 


knowledge him; inſomuch that the Genoeſe 


was obliged to bring him up, with the profits 
of her amours; which ſhe did for eighteen years, 
at the end of which ſhe died, leaving her ſon 
pennyleſs, and, which is mort! a without educa» 
tion. 


This, purſued the wine de the ſecret I bad 
to 
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to intruſt with thee; and now I am going to let 


..thee know the great deſign I bave formed: I will 


draw this unfortunate young man out of obſcuri- 


ty, and making him take a leap from one extreme 
to the other, will raiſe him to nnn wn own. 
him for my ſon. | % 


I could not hold my tongue wheml, dos ſuch 


an extravagant” propoſal. How, my Lord, cried 
I, is it poſſible that your Excellency can have 


formed ſuch a ſtrange reſolution? Forgive me 


for uſing that expreſſion; my zeal forces me to 
it, You will think it prudent, added he haſtily, 
when I have acquainted you with the reaſons 
that have induced me to take it. I will not 
have my collateral relations for my heirs. You 
will tell me, I am not yet ſo old to deſpair of 


having children by the Counteſs d'Olivarez z but 
every one knows himſelf beſt, Let it ſulfice 
thee to know there are no ſecrets in chymiſtry, 
which I have not in vain tried to become once 
more a father; wherefore, ſince fortune, ſupply= 


ing the defeQs of nature, offers me à child, 
to whom, at the bottom, 1 may perhaps, 


really be father, I am CLOONEY to adopt 
him, 


Perceiving that the miniſter was bent vor 
this adoption, I ceaſed to oppoſe it; kuswing 
him to be a man capable of committing any fol- 
ly, rather than quit a reſolution he had once 
formed. All that now remains, continued he, 
is, to give ſome education to Don Henry Philip 


de Fee, (for by that name I intend to call 
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him. I have made choice of you, my dear San- 
tillane, to have an eye upon his education; I truſt 
in your good ſenſe and zeal for my ſervice, for 
the care of forming his houſehold, providing him 
maſters of every kind, and in a word, for ma- 


king him an accompliſhed cavalier... I would 


have excuſed myſelf from taking this taſk in hand, 
by repreſenting to the Count-Duke, that it was 
not at all agrezable to me to breed up young no- 
blemen, having never followed that buſineſs, 
which required more underſtanding and merit 


than I was poſſeſſed of: but he interrupted me, 


and prevented me from ſaying any more, by tell- 
ing me, that he was abſolutely refolved upon my 
being governor to his adopted ſon, whom be 
intended to place in the moſt exalted Ration, I 
prepared myſelf then to take this office in hand, 
in complaiſance to his Excellency, who, in re- 
turn for my complying with his defires, aug- 


mented my ſmall eſtate with a penſion of a 


thouſand crowns a year, which he obtained for 
me, or rather gave me, upon the commandery of 
Mamdra. | 


CHAP. 


Ll] 
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Tube Son of the 8 is be cbs Fe an wu 
thentic Ad, and called Don Henry Philip de 
Guzman ; Santillane forms this young Noble» _ 
man's Houſehold, and We * 1 4 | 
every Kind. 3 ene 

| 0 N NA Margarita Spinola's ſon was im- 
mediately acknowledged by the "Counts 

Duke as his; and the act of acknowledgment was 

made with the confent and approbation of his 

Majeſty. Don Henry Philip de Guzman (ſ 

tbis ſon of many fatbers was called) was declared 

therein ſole heir to the county of Olivarez, and 

the Dutchy of San-Lucar. Beſides this, the mi» 

niſter, that nobody might be ignorant thereof, 

notified this declaration to all the foreign ambaſ- 
ſadors, and grandees of Spain ; who were great= 
ly ſurpriſed at it. The laughers of Madrid found 
therein ſufficient matter to entertain themſelves 
for a confiderable time; neither did the ſatiriſts 
let ſlip ſo excellent an opportunity of giving free 

ſcope to the gall of their pens. 5 
I defired the Count-Duke to inform me his 

the pupil was, whom he deſigned to intrult to 

my Gare. He is in this city, replied he; under 
the direCtion of an aunt, from whom I will take 
him as ſoon as you have prepared a houſe for his - 
reception; which was preſently done. I rented 
a large houſe, which I took care to ſee grandly 
furniſhed; I then as Pages, i a porter, and foot« 


men; 


— 
RR 2 
Ty 


— 


— " a "7 » - 0 od 
© nes at n+ et . — | 
g * 5 5 dar — — | a ” an __ 2 1 wm 81 2 ——— 
— — 7 2 2 *4 — 4 4 a - - r r Bs mas * . — * e > N N 1 — * 6 — N 
— a rp OS l J . 2 IE ANG Zed * — . — ge. Ao. 4 R ("It «ee 3 * 5 2 
— -* U-- - , ” ”» mage þ > ar dy —_— __ — 5 r . ” - p , . 
5 ny b G a h WE - 224 wh þ — 22 / £ ,_ oy * own LEE * in» 9 0 D WR - Sage v5 * 
* * * 1 > — 2 0 C * NF. 5 2 — 2 . 1 2 75 2 Sa , i „ — I 
* er _ 4 - 055 * R „„ eee . . * 7 —— . — * 2 e ä * 0 * ** 
2 um 3 pars 4 AN WE" non Hd do r 1 = NW \ * an N - a n = —_—_— wo” ——— fd p ———— 0 L 
_ . 1 "hy LIE AS 20. R 5 2 — wut ILL l n 4 N 0 uk * a N _— * 
. Y 3 2 2 . vn LY C P 1 4 - * 2 ä 2 
—— »S,. —— — . Ge ” — Po * 2 wo” "7 4 7 1 „ IF, 2 IE. arora rag — — y l * ﬀ 
Cad, _ * * 3 TW —_ N 5 —P — r * 7 4 
A * FI 1 a i DP 1 APES 4 s N * — 8 g T 
Ay —_— — x — * — 2 n n — e - mn . 0 U : ; 
- a Wr d 1 k be. f 
— * 4 7 
. bo 5 
! 1 * 1 
7 
” ; CN 1 
7 [5 N 
* j 


wo . x 5 
— 0 Ada 0 


234 Tus HISTORY or 


men; and by the aſſiſtance of Caporis filled up 
the places of all the officers. When I had aſ- 
ſembled all my family, I went and informed his 
Excellency thereof; who immediately ſent for 
this doubtful and new branch of the family of 
the Guzmans. I found him a tall well-made 
youth. Don Henry, faid my Lord to him, point- | 
ing at the ſame time to me with his finger, I 
have made choice of this cavalier to direct you 
in the knowledge of the world; I have an entife 
confidence in him, and intruſt you wholly to his 
care. Yes, Santillane, continued he, addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to me, I give you an abſolute autho- 
rity over him, and doubt not but you will give 
me a good account of him.. 'To this diſcourſe 
the miniſter added an exhortation to the young 

man to do all in his power to pleaſe me; 
after which I took Don Henry with me to his 

houſe. 

When we arrived W 1 ag all his do- 
meltics paſs in review before him, informing him 
at the ſame time, what employment each of them 
had in the houſe. He did not appear in the. 
leaſt ſurpriſed at the change of his condition; but 
giving way readily to the reſpect and ſubmiſſive 
deference they paid him, he ſeemed always to 
have been what he now became only accidental- 
ly. He did not want wit, but was ſo groſsly 
ignorant, that he hardly knew how to read and 

write. I provided him therefore a tutor to teach 
him the elements of the Latin tongue, and agreed 
with a maſter of geography, a maſter of hiſtory, 
and a fencing: maſter, It may eaſily be imagin+ 
| © 
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ed, that I took care not to forget a dancing · ma · 
ſter: I was only perplexed which to chuſe; 
for there were then ſeveral famous ones at 
Madrid, and I GE not en mers 1 1 * 
prefer. | ES of 
Whilſt J was in this dubious eee, 1 . 
' a man, richly dreſſed, enter the court - yard of our 
hotel, and was informed that he wanted to ſpeak 
with me: I went immediately out to meet him, 
imagining he was at leaſt a knight of St. Jago, 
or Alcantara, and enquired, what I could do to 
ſerve him. Signior de Santillane, ſaid he, after 
having made me ſeveral bows, which ſmelled 
ſtrong of his profeſſion, as I have heard that it 
is Jh honour who chuſes Don Henry' s maſters, 
I un come to offer you my ſervice. My name 
is Martin Ligero, and, thank heaven, I baye 
ſome reputation: it is not cuſtomary with me to 
go and beg ſcholars, that belongs only to petty 
dancing-maſlters.; I commonly. wait till I am ſent 
for: but as I teach the Duke of Medina Sido» 
nia, Don Lewis de Haro, and ſome other noble- 
men of the houſe of Guzman, to which I was in 
ſome meaſure born a ſervant, I thought it my du» 
ty to anficipate you. I ſee, by this diſcourſe, 
replied, I, that you are the man we want. What 
do you aſk a month? Four double piſtoles, re- 
ſumed he, that is the current price, and I attend 
but twice a week. Four dubloons à month! 
cried I, that is an extravagant price. How! an 
extravagant price] reſumed he, with an air of 


ſurpriſe; even a maſter of mum receives 
one . 4 money. 3 | 


* 2 
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T could not refrain Got ſmiling at ſuck a 
comical anſwer; wherefore I aſked Signior Li- 
-gero, whether he thought a man of his profeſſion. . 
preferable to a maſter of philoſophy? Undoubt- 
edly, ſaid he, we are of more uſe than thoſe 
gentlemen, What aukward creatures are man- 
kind before they paſs turough our hands! Bo- 
dies all of a piece; perfect unlicked bears: but 
our inſtructions poliſh them by degrees, and 
make them inſenſibly aſſume ſome form; in 
ſhort, we teach them to move gracefully; wegive 
them proper attitudes, with an air Hats nobleneſs 

and gravity. 

I fubmitted to the wb: his of the- 
daneing-maſter, and agreed with him to teach. 
Henry, at the rate of four doubloons a. 

month, fince that was. the price ſettled by the. 
moſt famous maſters of that at. 199. 
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Scipio returns to Madrid; Gil Blas odds Sim with 
Don Henry, That young Nobleman's Studies: 
. the Honours that were ſpewn him; and to what 
Lady the Count Duke married him. How Gil 
Blas, contrary to bis . was made 4 
Gentleman. 
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ſettled, when Scipio returned from Mexi- 
co. I aſked him if his 0 had anſwered his 
4 expectation. 


expeCtation. Indeed it has, replied he, ſince be- 
| Gdes three thouſand ducats in ready money, 1 
bave brought to the value of twice as much in 
merchandiſe that ſells well here. I am rejoi» 
ced to hear it, my boy, ſaid I, there is your for- 
tune begun already; it ſhall be your own fault, 
if you do not complete it by returning to the In- 
dies next year: or if you prefer, to the trouble 
of going ſo far to enrich yourſelf, an agteeable 


poſt at Madrid, you need only ſpeak, I have one 


at your ſervice. Oh! by St. Jago, cried Coſco» 
lina's ſon, there is no room for heſitation, I had 
much rather accept of a good employment near 
your Worſhip, than expoſe mylelf a ſecond time 
to the dangers ofa long voyage: explain yourſelf, 
Sir, what place do you intend to an upon 
your bumble ſervant? 


Jo let him better into the nature of it; Lind 


„ 


formed him of the ſtory of the young nobleman, 


whom the Count-Duke had juſt introduced into 


the family of the Guzmans. After having gi⸗ 
ven him this curious account, and told him that 
the miniſter bad appointed me governor to Don 
Henty, 1 told him I would make him valet de 
chambre to this adopted fon, Scipio, who de- 
ſired no better, accepted willingly of this poſt, 
and behaved himſelf ſo well in it, that in a day 
or two he Raineg: the confidence and eſteem ot 
Don Henry, ; 


"& 


It was my opinion, that the waſters whawl I 
had choſen to teach the ſon of the Gendeſe,; 


a ; 


_ would ſpend their time about him to no purpole;_ 
ieee him on an age that would not be very 
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tractable; nevertheleſs he exceeded my expeCta- | 
tion. Hie comprehended, and retained eaſily, 
every thing they taught him; ſo that his maſters 
were very well pleaſed with ſep I went with 
ſome eagerneſs to acquaint the Count- Duke with 
this news, which he received with a glad heart. 
Hantillane, cried he with! tranſport, you delight 
me, in telling me that Don Henry has a good 
memory, and a quick wit; 1 diſcover my blood 
in him; and what fully convinces me that he is 
my ſon, is, that 1 love him as tenderly, as if I had 
had him by Madgm d'Olivarez: you ſee there- 
by, my boy, that nature declares herſelf. I took 
Care not to give my opinion upon that head, but 
reſpecting his weakneſs, ſuffered him to enjoy 
the pleaſure, whether true or falſe, of believing 
himſelf father to Don Henry. | 
Although all the Guzmans mortally EXT 
this new- made young nobleman, they diſſembled 
it out of policy; ſome of them even affected to 
court his friendſhip: the ambaſſadors likewiſe 
and grandees who were at Madrid, came to his 
houſe, and paid him all the reſpect they could 
have done, had he been the Count-Duke's lawful 
ſon, That miniſter, delighted to ſee his idol ta- 
ken notice of, did not long defer ſetting him off 
with honours, He began by begging of the 
King the croſs of Alcantara for Don Henry, with 
a commandery of ten thouſand crowns a- year. 
Not long after, he got him made gentleman of 
the chamber; which done, having formed a de- 
ſign to marry him, and reſolving to give him a 
lady of the nobleſt family in Spain, he pitched 
upon : 


we 


upon Donna Juanna de Velaſco, daughter to the 
duke of Caſtile 3 and he had authority enough to 


oblige her to have My in 11250 of 1 * _ 
her relations. 15 


A little while bete the „ my 1080 


having ſent for me, gave me ſome papers, ſay- 
ing: here, Gil Blas, here is a patent which 1 


have made paſs the ſeals for you, whereby you 
are tendered a gentleman, My Lord, anſwered 


I, amazed at theſe words, your Excellency knows 


that I am meanly deſcended; it t would be pro- 
faning the rank of a gentleman ny in my opinion, 
to receive me into it; and it is, of all the fa- 


vours his Majeſty can confer upon me, that 


which I leaſt deſire, or deſerve.” Tour birth, 
anſwered the Count-Duke, is an obſtacle eaſy to 


be removed; you have been employed in ſtates. | 


affairs, both under my adminiſtration, and the 


Duke of Lerma's; beſides, added be with a ſmile, 


have not you done the King himſelf ſome ſer- 


vices that deſerve to be rewarded? In a word, 
Santillane, you are not unworthy of the honour 


I intend to do you; moreover, the polt you are 


in with my ſon requires your being a gentle- 
man; it was for that reaſon I had you ennobled 


by a patent. I ſubmit, my Lord, replied I, ſince 
it pleaſes your Excellency to inſiſt upon it. Ha- 
ving thus ſaid, I withdrew with * patent, 
which I put in my pocket. 

It ſeems I am a gentleman now- then ſaid I 
to myſelt, when I got into the ſtreet; I am enno- 


bled without being obliged to my parents for it; 


I may now Aike the title of Don Gil Blas as 
ſoon 
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ſoon as I chuſe; and if any of my acquaintance 
ſhould think proper te laugh at me for it, I may 


ſhew them my patent; but I muſt read it, pur- 


ſued I, and ſee how my plebeian ruſt is ſcoured 


off therein, I peruſed my patent then; the ſub - 


ſlance whereof was: That the King, in return 
for the zeal I bad frequently manifeſted for his 
ſervice, and the welfare of the ſtate, had thought 
proper to ennoble me. I dare venture to ſay, 


to my. praiſe, that this patent did not make me 


proud: having always before my eyes the mean- 
neſs of my extraction, this honour_ humbled me, 
inſtead of rendering me vain; I therefore reſol- 
ved to lock up my patent in a drawer, determin- 
ing not to let any one know that I had it. 


eee 


CHAP. VII. 


Gil Blas and Fabr icio again accidentally meet; the 


Converſation they had together; and what im - 
portant News Nunez tells Santillane. 


T has been already obſerved, that the poet of 
the Aſturias did not give himſelf much trou=_ 
ble to gain my friendſhip; and as for my part, 


my buſineſs would not permit me to go and ſee _ 


him. I had never been with him ſince the day 
of the diſpute about the Iphigenia ot Euripides, 
when I accidentally met him once mare near the 
Sun-gate. He came out of a printing-houſe, 
wherefore I thus accoſted him; So, fo, Signior 

: Nunez, 


8 1 L BIDNOEASs 


Nunez, you are come, I ſee, from a printer's; 
this ſeems to threaten the public with ſome new 
offspring of your brain. | 
That is really the caſe, noe 5 I 0 | 
at this time in the preſs a pamphlet, which will 
make no ſmall figure in the republic of letters. 
I do not queſtion the merit of your production, 
replied I, but I am ſurpriſed that you ſhould a- 
muſe yourſelf in writing - pamphlets ; methinks 


they are trifles which do but little honour to the 1 


author. I know that very well, reſumed Fabri- 
cio, and am not ignorant that none but your uni- 
verſal readers will amuſe themſelves in peruſing 
pamphlets: nevertheleſs, this one has eſcaped 
my pen, and I ingenuouſly confeſs to you that it 
is the child of necefliry. Hunger, you know, 
cauſes the wolf to forſake the wood. 5 

W hat ! cried I, is this really the pitiable cafe: 
of the author of the Count de Saldagne? Can 
a man, who has two thouſand crowns a year, be 
in want? Not ſo faſt, friend, cried Nunez in- 
terrupting me, I am no longer that fortunate'poet 
who enjoyed a good penſion regularly paid. The 
affairs of the treaſurer Don Bertrand have ſud- 
denly gone to wreck ; he bas fingered and waſted © 
the King's money; for which all his effects are 
ſeized, and my penſion is gone with the reſt. - 
That is very unlucky, ſaid I; but have you no 
hopes of any thing from that quarter? Not the 
leaſt, anſwered he; Signior Gomez de Ribero, 
as poor as the wit his humble ſervant, is entire- 
ly ruined, and will never (as they ſay) be able 
to ſhew face again. 
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it be fo, replied 15 my friend, I mull pro- 
cure you ſome polt, which may ſerve you inſtead. 
of your penſion. I will excuſe you from that 
trouble, ſaid he; were you to offer me an em- 


ployment, under the miniſter, of three thouſand 


crowns a-year, I would not accept of it; the 


buſineſs of a clerk does not agree with the ge- 
nius of a nurſeling of the muſes ; I mult have 


learned amuſements. In Furey 1 cannot a- 
void telling you, that I was born to live and 
die à poet, and am determined to fulfil my 
deſtiny. ; 


Moreover, eontinned he, do not imagine that 


we are very miſcrable; beſides our living per- 


fectly independent, we are boon companions with- 
out care: people imagine that we frequently dine 


with Democritus and the reſt of the philoſophers, 


but they are groſsly miſtaken in that point: there 
is not one of my brethren, not even the makers 
of almanacks, who have not a good houſe to 
which they are welcome: as for my own part, 
I have two, where I am always gracioully receive 
ed. One at a wealthy farmer of the revenues, 
to whom 1 have dedicated a romance; and the 
other at a rich citizen's, Who has the frenzy to 


defire always to have wits at his table: it hap» 


pens luckily, that he is eaſily pleaſed, and Ma- 
drid ſupplies him with as many as he chuſes. 
Jam no longer ſorry for you then, ſaid I to 
the poet of the Afturias, ſince you are ſatisfied 
with your condition; however that be, I aſſure 
you again, that you ſhall always bave, in Gil 


Blas, a friend, who ls Proof even againſt your 


neglect 


} 

| 

$7 
„ 
5 
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neglect of him: if you ſhould therefore run ſhort 
of caſh, come freely to me, and let not a miſta- 


ken ſhame deprive you of certain relief, and me 
of the pleaſure of doing you a piece of ſervice... 


This generous offer, cried Nunez, teſtifies to 


me that you are ſtill Santillane; and 1 give you 
a thouſand thanks for being ſo favourably diſpo- 
ſed towards me: in return, I muſt give you fome 
wholeſome advice: whilſt the Count- Duke is 


yet all-powerful, and you are in poſſeſſion of his a 
good graces, make haſte to enrich yourſelf; for : 
that miniſter, as I have been informed, begins to 


totter, I aſked Fabricio, if he had this from 


good hands, To which he anſwered : an old 


knight of Calatrava told it me, who has the pe- 
culiar talent of diſcovering the greateſt ſecrets: 


he is a man whom the people regard as an ora: 


cle, and this is what I heard him declare only 


yeſterday, The Count-Duke, cried he, has ma- 
ny enemies, who all join their intereſt to pull 


him down; he relies too much upon the aſcen- 


dant he has gained over the King's mind : that 


prince (as it is whiſpered) begins to liſſen to 
ſome complaints that have reached his ears. I 
thanked Nunez for his intelligence, but paid lits 


tle regard to it, and returned home fully perſuade 
ed that it was impoſſible to ſhake my maſter's 
authority; looking upon him as one of thoſe old 


oaks, that have taken firm root in a foreſt, and 


which the greateſt orm cannot move. 


Leg 
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71 Gil Blas finds that Fabrics s Mitts te ba 200 true: 
175 ; the OE, s Journey 0 rasa. 
= Soon found that whal Nunez had told me was 
= not without foundation : there was at the 
$4 Palace a ſecret combination againſt the Count - 
1 Duke, of which the Queen was ſaid to be the 
LES head; and yet there was not the leaſt whiſper of 
I any meaſures taken by the cabal to remove the 
: Bm miniſtet: nay, more than a year elapſed, without 
: K my perceiving that bis favour was in the leaft 
Ki upon the decline, 
1 But the revolt of the Se ſupported by 
1 France, and the bad ſucceſs of the war againſt 
7 thoſe rebels, made the people murmur, who come 
1 plained highly of the government. Theſe com- 
= plaints occaſioned the holding a council in the 
1 King's preſence, at which his Majeſty deſired the 
17 | Marquis de Grana, the imperial ambaſſador at 
1 the court of Spain, to aſſiſt. It was there de 
1 bated, whether it was proper for the King to re- 
#4 main in Caſtile, or to go to Arragon, and appear 
1 at the head of his troops. f 
| to The Count- Duke, who did not want that 
R . prince to ſet out for his army, ſpoke firſt; be 
f 5 repreſented it was more agreeable to the Royal 
1 dignity, that his Majeſty ſhould not ſtir from the 


centre of his dominions, and backed his opinion 
with all the reaſons wherewith his eloquence could 
inſpire him. As ſoon as he had done ſpeaking, 
<5 his 
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his advice was ſeconded by all the council in ge- 

neral, except the Marquis de Granaz who re- 
garding only his zeal for the houſe of Auſtria, 
and giving way to the ſincerity of his nation, op- 
poſed the ſentiments of the firſt miniſter; and 
maintained the contrary opinion ſo boldly, that 
the King, ſtruck wich the folidity of his argu- 
ments, embraced his opinion, though contrary to 
all the voices in the council, and fixed upon the 
day for his departure for the army. f 

This was the firſt time in his whole life that 

this monarch had dared to diffent from the opi- 
nion of his favourite; who regarding that novel» 

ty as a great affront, was not a little mortified- 
thereat, Jult as the miniſter was going to re- 
tire to his cloſet, there freely to vent his chagrin, 
he perceived me, called me, and making me go; 
into the cloſet wich him, informed me, with the 
air of one greatly diſturbed, of what had paſſed | 
at the council; then, like a man that could not : A 
recover himſelf from his aſtoniſhment ;' Yes, = 
Santillane, purſued: he, his Majeſty, who, for 
upwards of twenty years, bas only ſpoken by my 
mouth, and ſeen with my eyes, bas preferred 
Grana's advice to mine: and in what manner 
too? why, in loading that ambaſſador with prai- 
ſes, and extolling his zeal for the houſe of Au- 
ſtria ; as if the German could be more zealous : 

for that houſe than myſelf. 

It is therefore eaſy to perceive, added the 

miniſter, that there is a party formed againſt me, 

and that the Queen is at the head of it. Well, 

my. Lord, ſaid I; and it it thould be ſo, why 

L 3 ſhould 
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ſhould that make you uneafy ? has not the 
Queen, ſor above theſe twelve years, been uſed 
to ſee you manage all affairs? and have not you 
accuſtomed the King not to aſk her advice? As 


for the Marquis de Grana, his Majeſty may pei- 


haps bave embraced his opinion 'through a de- 
fire of ſeeing his army, and making a cams» 
paign. That is not the caſe, cried the Count- 
Duke, interrupting me; fay rather, my ene- 

mies hope, that when the King is with his 
troops, be will be always ſurrounded with the 
grancees who will follow him; and that more 
than one of them will be ſufficiently diſſatisfi- 


ed to venture to inveigh againſt my admis 


niſtration. But they are deceived, continued 
he; I ſhall know very well, during the journey, 
bow to render his Majeſty inacceſſible to all 
the grandeesz which, in effect, he did, af- 


ter the following manner, that ought not to be 


ſorgotten. 


lbe day of the King's ape being come, 
that monarch, aſter iatuſting the Queen wilh the 
care of the government in his abſence, departed 
for Sarageſſa: but before he arrived there, he 
paſſed by Aranjuez, which place pleaſed him 
o much, that he ſtaid there three weeks. From 


| Ararjuez the miniſter made him go to Cuenca, 


where he amuſed him yet longer, by the diver- 
ſions wherewith he entertained him, After 
this his Majelty alſo amuſed himſelf ſome time 


with hunting at Molina d'Arrazon rt > 


done, he was ſuffered to go on to Saragoſſa. His 
GT e MI diltance from that place, 
ue 


* 
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and he was preparing to view it; but the 
Count-Duke found the means to change bis 
mind, by making him imagine, he would be 
in danger of being ſurpriſed by the French; 
who were in poſſeſſion of the plain of Mon- 
con : inſomuch that the King, afraid of a 
ganger that was not in the leaſt to be appre- 
hended, reſolved to remain immured in his 
palace, as in a priſons In the mean lime, 
the miniſter, taking advantage of his fear, and 
on pretence of being watchful ſor his ſaſety, 
kept him, in à manner, always under his 
eye: inſomuch that the grandees, who had 
put themſelves to a vaſt expence, that they 
might be in à condition to attend their King, 
had not even the ſatisfaction of obtaining a pri- 
vate audience of him. At laſt, Philip, tired 
with his ſorry lodging at Saragoſſa, and with 
paſling his time there yet worſe, or, if you pleaſe, 
of being a priſoner, ſoon after ſet out for Madrid. 
In this manner did that monarch finiſh his cams - 
paign, leaving the Marquis de los Velez, gene- 
ral of his troops, to maintain the hoyous of the 
Spaniſh A 


. oy b * * 
_ 4 W 28 N N - a. de 
> 8 1 * 8 8 * 22 23 n 2 RP 
4 6 r 2 0 - 
E * W 3 FIR 
* 5 1 * 8 — ” 
, 4 4 ” 9 5 * 
1 1 * : + 
4 
4 


Wes) W -v5 : 
"$4 
5 0 


E 


146, Tux HISTORY 0» 


CHAP. IX. 


97 the . of 8 and the Diſgrace of 
the count. Duke. 


O T long aſter the King's return, the peo- 

ple of Madrid were alarmed with very 
diſagreeable news. It was reported that the 
Portugueſe, regarding the revolt of the Catalans 
as a favourable opportunity of ſhaking off the 
&panith yoke, had taken up arms, and appointed 
the Duke of Braganza their King: that they 
were fully determined to maintain him upon the 
throne, and were confident of ſucceſs; Spain be- 
ing then envircned with enemies on all fides, in 
Germany, in Italy, in Flanders, and Catalonia, In 
effect, they could not have pitched upon a more 
critical juncture, to free themſclyes from a power 
they hated. 

W hat is very remarkable, is, that at the very 
time: when the court and the city were moſt a» 
fraid at this news, the Count- Duke would have 
jeſted upon it with the King, at the expence of 
the Duke of Braganza: but Philip, far from 
ſeeming pleaſed with his raillery, aſſumed a grave 
air, which greatly chagrined him, and gave him 
a ſoteſight bf his diſgrace. The miniſter no 
longer doubted of it, when he was informed that 
the Queen had declared openly againſt him, and 

acculed him boldly of having been the occaſion. ' 
of the revolt of the Portugueſe, by his malead- 
miniſtration. The generality of the grandees, 


and 


and eſpecially thoſe who had been at Saragoſſa, 
no ſooner perceived a ſtorm was gathering over 
the Count-Duke's head, than they joined the 
Queen : and what entirely finiſhed his diſgrace, 
was, that the Ducheſs dowager of Mantua, for- 
merly Vice-queen of Portugal, returned from 
Liſbon to Madrid, and demonſtrated to the King, 
that the revolution of that kingdom was wholly 
owing to the fault of the firſt miniſter. | 
The diſcourſe of this princeſs made all the 
impreſſion that was poſſible upon that monarch's 
mind; inſomuch that recovering entirely from 
his prepoſſeſſion in favour of the Count-Duke, 
he immediately caſt off all the affection he once 
entertained for bim. When that miniſter heard 
that his Majeſty gave ear to his enemies, he wrote 
to him, to beg leave to reſign his employment, 
and remove from court; ſince people were 10 _ 
unjuſt as to impute to him all the calamities that 
bad befallen the kingdom, ia the courſe of his 
miniſtry. He imagined this would produce a 
good effect, and that his Majeſty ſtill had ſo much + 
regard for him, as not to conſent to his retirings 
but all the anſwer the King returned was, Fhat 
he gave him free liberty to go where he chuſed. 
This hort reply, of Philip's own writing, was 
like a thunder-clap to his Excellency, who did 
not in the leaſt expect it. Nevertheleſs, though 
it greatly confounded him, he affected an air of 
conſtancy, and aſked me what I would do in his 
place, 1 thould not long heſitate, ſaid I; for 1 
would forſake the court, and retire to one of my 


eltates, there quietly to paſs the remainder of my 
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life. Your advice is good, anſwered my maſter; 
accordingly I intend to finiſh my courſe at Loeches, 
aſter having had one audience of his Majeſty. I 
ſhould be glad to ſhew him, I have done all that 
human prudence could ſuggeſt, to ſupport well 
the heavy burden that lay upon me; and that 
it was not in my power to prevent the melancho- 
ly accidents for which I am blamed ; being no 
more guilty of any fault therein, than an able pi- 
lot, who, notwithſtanding all his (kill, fees his 
veilel borne away by the winds and waves. The 
miniſter ſtill flattered bimſelf, that, by ſpeaking. 
to bis Majeſty, he might again adjuſt matters and 
recover his loſt ground: but he could not get 
audience; and, what was more, the key was 
demanded, by which he uſed to enter when 
he pleaſed into the King's apartment, 

Judging, then, there was no farther hopes for 


* oF him, he determined in good earneſt to retire. 


To this end, he looked over his papers, great 
part of which he prudently burnt; be then na- 
med what ofhcers of his houſehold and footmen 
he would have with him, and fixed upon the 
next morning for his departure. As he was ap- 
| prebenhve of being inſulted by the populace: in 
going out of the palace, he ſtole out very early _ 
in the morning, by the kitchen door; got into a 
mean coach with his confeſſor and me, and took, 
without meeting with any affront; the road 
to Loeches, - a village belonging to him, and 
where the Counteſs his lady had built a grand 
convent of Dominican nuns: we attived at this 
place 
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place in def han f hours, and his retinue 
wete not * behind us. 
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CHA?P, X. 


Ti he Count: Duke.i is at firſt very uneaſy, but a hap» : 
y Tranquility ſucceeds, How That Minter 
employed himſelf 1 in „ Retreat. 


HE Counteſs d'Olivarez did not quit the 
court for ſome days, deſigning to try, 
whether, by her prayers and tears, ſhe cou d not 
get him recalled. But to no purpoſe did ſhe 
proſtrate herſelf before their Majeſties; the King 
paid no attention to her remonſtrances, though 
artfully drawn. up; and the Queen, WhO washer 
greateſt enemy, ſaw her weep with pleaſure. 
The Counteſs, however, was not diſheattened, : 
but humbled herſelf fo far, as to beg the alſiſt- 
ance of the Queen's ladies of the bedchamber;. 
but all the got by her cringing, was to ſee the 
excited their ſcorn rather than compaſſion. Cha- 
grined at having, in vain taken ſo many mortify- 
ing ſteps, ſhe came to rejoin her husband, and 
lament with him the loſs of a place, which, under 
ſuch a reign as that of Philip . was Perhaps 
the firſt in the kingdom. 

The account that lady gave of the Rab of Ma- 
rid at her leaving it, rendered the Count- Duke 
more afflicted than before : Your enemies, ſaid. 
the, weeping, the Duke de Medina Coeli, and 

E N 
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other grandees who bate you, are continually 


extolling the King for having removed you from 


the miniſtry; and the people celebrate your dif- 
grace with an inſolent joy, as if the end of your 
 adminiftration would put a period to all the cala- 
- mities of the ſtate. Madam, replied my ma- 
ſter, follow my example; ſmother your vexation; 
we muſt yield to the ftorm we cannot prevent. 


I own, I imagined that I could maintain myſelf 


in favour till my death: an illufion common to 
firſt miniſters and favourites; who forget their 
fortune depends upon their ſovereign? s pleaſure. 
Was not the Duke of Lerma miſtaken therein as 


well as me, although he imagined the purple 


wherewith he was inveſted was a ſure pledge of 
the eternal duration of his authority ? 
Thus did the Count Duke exbort his lady to 


: patience; whilſt he was himſelf in an agitation, 


that was daily renewed, by the diſpatches he re- 
ceived from Don Henry; who had continued 
at court to obſerve what paffed there, and took 
care to give him exact intelligence. It was 
Scipio who brought this young nobleman's let- 
ters; ſor he was ſtill with him, though I quit- 
ted him upon his marriage with Donna Juanna. 


The difpatches of this adopted fon were always 


{ull of ill news, and unfortunately they expect- 


ed nothing elſe from him. Sometimes he wrote, 


that the grandees, not fatisfied with rejoicing 
publickly at the Count- Duke's removal, joined 
their whole intereſt to get all his creatures ba- 


nitbed from the court, and that their poſts and 


employ ments were filled up by his enemies. At 
other 


% 
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other times he informed us, that Don Lewis de 
Haro began to come into favour, and that, ac- 


cording to all appearances, he was in a fair way 


of becoming firſt miniſter. But of all the ak- 
fliting news my maſter heard, what ſeemed” to- 
ſting him moſt, was the change that was made 


in the viceroyalty of Naples; which the court; 


only to mortify him, took from the Duke de Me- 
dina de las Torres, for whom he had a great re- 


gard, to give it to the Admiral of Caltile, whom 


he had always hated. 

For three months, it may be truly ſaid, my 
Lord was overwhelmed with trouble and cha- 
grin, in his ſolitude ; but his confeffor, a Domi- 
nican friar, who, with a ſolid piety, was maſter 
of a manly eloquence, at laſt tound the way to- 
comfort him. By often repreſenting to him em- 
phatically, that he ought only to think of his. 


falvation, he had, with the help of grace, the 


happineſs to wean his mind from the court. 
His. Excellency would no longer hear any news 
from Madrid; neither had he any other care, 
than how to diſpoſe himſelf for dying well. The 
Counteſs d*Qlivarez likewiſe making a goed ule 
of her retired life, found, in the convent ſhe had 


built, a conſolation prepared for her by Provie 


dence; there were among the nuns ſome holy 
virgins, whole diicourlſe, full of grace, convert- 
ed inſenſibly into pleaſure the bitterneſs of her 
days. In proportion as my maſter laid afide all 
thoughts of worldly affairs, he became more 
compoled, and he ſpent his time in this man- 
ner. He paſled the greate(t part of the morn- 


ing 
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ing in hearing maſſes in the Dominican church z * 


then he dined; after which he diverted himſelf - - 


for two hours, in playing with rhe and ſome of 
his molt ſavourite ſervants, at different kinds of 
games: then he generally retired alone into his 
cloſet, where he ſtaid till ſun-ſet 3 which done, 
be took a turn or two in his garden; or elſe 
would go out in his coach, and view the coun- 
try round about his ſeat, attended ſometimes by 
his confeflor, and ſometimes by me. 

One day when I was alone with him, and ad- 
mired the tranquillity. that reigned in his coun- 
tenance, I freely ſaid to him: My Lord, allow 
me to expreſs my joy ; by an air of ſatisfaQtion 
that appears in your looks, I imagine your Ex- 
cellency begins to be fond of ſolitude, Iam al- 


ready quite inured to it, replied he; and not- 


withitanding my being ſo long accuſtomed to 
buſineſs, I en own to you, my boys 


that I every day delight more and. more in the 
tranquil life I lead here. 


ede 10> do dc d c 50. do - 10> 20> cx 
Sr * cop 


The Count- Duke ſuddenly becomes melancholy LS 


thoughtful; the ſurpriſing Cauſe of uit; and the 
fatal Conſequences thereof. 


HE garden allo afforded an 3 en- 
tectainment to the . One 


day when I was looking on him whilit he was 
working therein, he | Jocoſely ſaid tome; You 


ſee, : 


f 
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Fee, Santillane, a miniſter baniſhed fes n S0 x 7 
become a gardiner at Loeches. M. Lord, re- 
* plied I, in the ſame tone, I imagine I ſee Dio» 
nyſius of Syracuſe turned ſchool- maſter at Co- 


rinth. My maſter ſmiled at my anſwer,” and 


praiſed the juſtneſs of the compariſon, 
We were all very much rejoiced in the fami- 


ly, to ſee our maſter, ſuperior to his diſgtace, 


take pleaſure in a life ſo different from that he 


had always led; when we perceived, with for». 


Tow, that be'vikbly altered, - He grew gloomy 


and thoughtful, and fell into a profound meſan- 


choly : he ceaſed playing with us, and no lon» 


ger regarded-any thing we could invent to amuſe 


him: he would lock himſelf up after dinner in 
his cloſet, where he would remain all alone till 
night. We imagined his ſadneſs was cauſed by 
the remembrance of his paſt greatneſs, and in 
this opinion we ſet the dominican friar upon 


bim, whoſe eloquenee, nevertheleſs, could not 
overcome my maſter's melancholy, which, in- 
ſtead of abating, ſeemed hourlyto grow upon bim. 


At laſt. F began to imagine, that the mini- 


ſter's trouble might proceed from ſome particu- 
lar canſe, which he would not diſcover; this 
made me ſorm the deſign of getting his ſecret. 
ont of him. For this purpoſe, I watched an op- 


portunity of ſpeaking to him when nobody 
elſe was preſent, and having found it: My 


Lord, faid I, with an air of reſpect and affection, 


may Gil Blas make ſo free as to ik his maſter 


one qu jon? Speak, anſwered he, you have 


free liberty. What is n reſumed 1, 9 


_ that: 
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that tranquillity that uſed to reign in your Ex- 
cellency's countenance ? Have you no longer 
the aſcendant you had once got over your for- 
tune? Does your loſt favour raife freſh un- 
ealineſs in you? Are you again plunged in 
that abyſs of chagrin,. from whence your virtue 
extticated you? No, thank heaven, anſwered 
the miniſter, my mind is no longer taken up 
with the thought of the part I aCted at court ; and 
I have for ever forgot the honours that were there 
ſhewn me. If then, replied I, you have the reſolu- 
tion to baniſh it from your memory, why have you 
the weakneſs to give yourſelf up to a melancholy. 
that makes us all very uneaſy? What is the 
matter with you, my dear maſter? continued I, 
throwing myſelf at his feet: you have certainly 
ſome ſecret chagrin, which preys upon you: 
can you entruſt Santillane with it, with whoſe - 
diſcretion, zeal, and fidelity, you-are ſo well ac- 
quainted? How have I been fo enbappy as to 
loſe your confidence 
You poſſeſs it ſtill, taid my Lord; but 1 3 
own to you that I am not fond of revealing, e- 
ven to you, what is the cauſe of the melancho- 
Jy wherein you at preſent ſee me buried: never - 
theleſs, I cannot reſiſt the entreaties of ſuch a 
ſervant and friend as you. Hear then what is 
the occaſion of my preient uneaſineſs; it is only 
to Santillane that I can reſolve to entruſt a ſe- 
cret of this nature. Yes, added he, I am a prey 
to gloomy melancholy, which thortens my days 
inſenſibly: I continually ſee before me a ſpec- 
tre, that appears to me under a moſt dreadful. 
form: 
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form: in vain do I tell myſelf that it is but an 
illuſion; a phantom that has no reality in it; 
its conſtant appearance offends my fight, and di- 
ſturbs my mind. H IL have reſolution. enough 
to be convinced that in ſeeing this apparition I 
ſee nothing, Lam ſtill weak enough to be afflict- 
ed at this viſion. This is what you bave oblig- 
ed me to tell you, continued. he; judge now- 
whether I am to blame for concealing from all 
the world the occafion of my. melancholy. 
I.heard, with as much grief as aſtontſhment,. 
ſo ſurpriſing an account, which argued a diſor- 
der in the pericranium. My Lord, ſaid I to the 
miniſter, does not that proceed from your living 
too ſparingly ? for you are temperate to an ex- 
ceſs, I thought ſo at firſt, ' anſwered he; and: 
to try whether it was owing to my diet, I haye 
eaten more than uſual for ſome days paſt, but 
all in vain, the phantom does not diſappear. LE 
wilt oblige it to difappear, replied I, and if your 
excellency would divert yourſelf a little by play- 
ing with your faithful ſervants, I will anſwer for- 
it you will ſoon be delivered from thoſe gloomy- 
vapours. 
Not long after I had this Uſcoorls with my 
Lord, he fell ſick; and finding it would be a- 
ſerious affair, ſent to Madrid for two notaries 
to draw his will. He alſo ordered three famous 
pbyſicians to be brought, who had the reputation 
of ſometimes performing a. cure. When the 
news of the arrival of the latter was known in 
the houſe, nothing was heard therein but mourn» 
ing and lamentations; the death of. our maſter 


was 
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was looked upon as certain, ſo much were they 
prejudiced againſt thoſe. gentlemen,. They had 
brought an apothecary and a ſurgeon, the ordi- 
nary executioners of their. preſcriptions: they 
ſuffered the notaties firſt to diſpatch their buſi- 
neſs, aſter which they prepared themſelves like- 
wiſe to diſpatch tbeirs. As they were of the 
ſame way of thinking as Dr. Sangrado, at the 
very firſt conſultation they ordered copious and 
frequent bleedings : inſomuch that, in fix days, 
they reduced the Count-Duke to extremity, and 
on the ſeventh freed him from his ſpeAre, 
After the death of this miniſter, a lively and 
fincere ſorrow reigned throughout the caſtle of 
Loeches : all his domeſtics greatly bewailed his 
loſs: far from comforting themſelves with the 
certainty of being included in his will, there 
was not one who would not willingly have re- 
nounced his legacy, to have reſtored him to life, 
For my part, I who had been his confident, and 
who had devoted myſelf to him purely out of res 
gard for him, was yet more ſorry than the reſt 
1 dare almoſt affirm that the Count-Duke's death 


colt me as many tears as that of my beloved 
- . | 
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Duke, he was interred, without pomp, 
or noiſe, in a convent of Dominican nuns, to the 
muſic of our lamentations. After the funeral, 
the Counteſs d'Olivarez cauſed. the will to be 
read to us, with which, all the ſervants had rea- 
ſon to. be pleaſed, Every one had a legacy pro- 
portionable to his place, and the leaſt was two 
thouſand crowns, Mine was the largeſt, my 
Lord leaving me ten thouſand piſtoles, to ſhew 
his ſingular regard for me. Neither did be for- 
get the hoſpitals; beſides which, he founded an- 
nual maſſes to be ſaid, for the repoſe oh his ſoul, 
in ſeveral convents. i 
The Counteſs d' Olirarez lene all the Coma 
40 Madrid, to receive their legacies from the 
ſte ward Don Raymond Caporis, who had orders 


to pay them forthwith, z- but, I could net ſet out 
with them; a violent fever, occaſioned by my 
grief, detained me about a week at the caſtle. 


During that time, the Dominican ſria; ſtaid con- 


ſlantly with me: this reverend father had taken 
a liking to me, and intereſting himſelf in my 


welfare, he enquired, when he ſaw me recoyer- 
ing, what employment I intended now to fol- 
low £ I do not know, o father, anſwered 1 
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not being yet-come to a reſolution with myſelf 
upon that bead: ſometimes I am tempted to 
* ſhut myſelf up in a cell, and do penance. Hap- 
py thoughts! cried the Dominican Signior de 
Santillane, you would do well to take advantage 
thereof: I would adviſe you, as a friend, with- 
out ceaſing for that to be a layman, to retire in- 


to our convent at Madrid, to become a benefac- 


tor to it by the gift of all your eſtate, and there 
to end your days under the habit of St. Domi- 
nic; numberleſs are the people who a atone for * 
worldly life by ſuch an end. 

In the diſpoſition of mind I was then in, the 
friar's advice did not ſeem diſagreeable to me; 
and I anſwered his Reverence, that I would con- 
fider of it: but, having eonſulted Scipio there - 
upon, whom I ſaw not long afterwards, he in» 
veighed againſt this defign, which feemed to- 
him the whim of an inſane perſon. Fie upon 
it, Signior de Santillane, ſaid be, can ſuch a re- 
tirement be agreeable to you? Does not your 
ſeat at Lirias offer you a more pleaſant ſolitude? 
if it formerly delighted you, you will reliſh the 
tweets of it yet better now, when you are of an 
age more proper for OE the beauties. of na- 
ture, 

My confident found it no difficulty to bring 
me over to his opinion: Lou have got the day, 
mp; boy, ſaid I, from the Dominican friar; I. 
ſee plainly, in effect, that I ſhall do better to re- 
turn to my ſeat; I will ſtick to that reſolution, 
We will depart for Lirias as ſoon as I am able 
ta. bear travelling; which fatigue I was foon fit 

| | | to 
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to undertake; for, no longer having a fever, I was 
ſtrong enough, in a ſhort time, to begin my 
journey. We went then to Madrid, Scipio and 
I; but the fight of that city no longer gave me 
the fame pleaſure as formerly. As I was ſenſi- 
ble that the greateſt part of the inhabitants ab- 
bhorred the memory of a miniſter, of whom I re- 
tained the moſt tender remembrance, I could 
not behold it with a good eye: accordingly, I 
remained there but five or fix days, which Sei- 
pio employed in making preparations for our de- 
parture to Lirias. Whilſt he was buſy about 
our equipage, I went to Caporis, who gave me 
my legacy in doubloons. I ſaw alſo the recei- 
vers of the commanderies, upon which I had 
penſions, and took orders with them for the pay= 
ment thereof. In ſhort, I "PR all my affairs * 
order. 
The evening beſore my departure, I aſked 
Scipio, if he had taken leave of Don Henry ? 
Yes, replied he, we parted this morning good 
friends; he told me, however, he was ſorry for 
my departure; but though he was pleaſed with 
me, I was not ſo with him. It is not enough 
for the valet to pleaſe the maſter, the maſter muſt 
likewiſe be agreeable to the valet, otherwiſe they 
will not live upon very good terms together. 
Beſides, continued he, Don Henry now makes 
but a ſorry figure at court; they point at him 
in the ſtreets, and no longer call him any thing 
but the ſon of the Genoeſe; judge whether it 
ſuits a lad of honour to ſerve a man that is dif» 
graced. 
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We departed at laſt from Madrid, one 
fine morning at ſun-rife, and took the road 


to Cuenca in the following order and equi- 
page, My confident and I were in a chaiſe, 
drawn by two mules, and driven by a poſti- 
lion; three he-mules, laden with our bag» 
gage and caſh, and led by two grooms, follows 
ed immediately after; then came two ſtrong 


valets, choſen by Scipio, mounted upon two 
mules, and armed from head to foot: the 
grooms likewiſe had hangers” by their fides, 


and the poſtilion had a pair of good piſtols at 
the pommel of his ſaddle. We being ſeven 


men, fx of whom were courageous, I ſet 
out chearfully on my journey, without being 
in the leaſt afraid of my legacy. In the villa- 
ges through which we paſſed, our he-mules 
proudly rung their bells; at the ſound of 
which, the peaſants ran out to their doors, to 
ſee our equipage paſs by, which they thought 
to be at leaſt that of a nobleman, on his road to 


thts poſſeſſion of a vice-royalty. 
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e arrives at Lirias ; his Magi to fad Se · 
raphina his Gods Daughter mr, He 
becomes enamoured of another e BE 


DID not arrive at my caſtle till a hails 

| aſter my departure, T having nothing upon 
my hands to cauſe my taking longer journeys z 
all I defired was to get there ſafely, and my de- 
fire was granted. The fight of my houſe de- 
jected me at firſt, by bringing Antonia into my 
mind afreſh: but I knew very ſoon how, to 
drive this from my memory, being reſolved 
only to give way to ſuch ideas as would pleaſe 
me; beſides that, two and twenty years, which 
had elapſed fince ſhe had been ſnatched from 
me, had very much weakened my paſſion for 
her. | | 
When I eee my houſe, Beatrice and her 
daughter came to ſalute me, with a reſpectful 
air; after which the father, mother, and daugh- 
ter, flew into each other's arms, with tranſports of 
joy that gave me vaſt pleaſure. After ſo many 
embraces, I ſaid, looking on my god- daughter 
very attentively :| is it poſſible this ſhould be 
the little Seraphina, whom I left in the cradle, 
when I ſet out from Lirias? How happy am 
I to ſee her fo genteel, and ſo pretty! we mult 
think of getting her a huſband. How! my, 
dear god-father,- cried ſhe, bluſhing a little at my 
laſt words, you have been in my company but a 
moment; and are you already endeavouring how 
| to 


to get rid of et No, child, "eplien I, it is not 
our intention to loſe you by marrying you ; we | 
would have a huſband who ſhould enjoy you, 


without taking you away from your parents, and 


ſhould live in a manner with us. 

Juſt ſuch a one now offers, interrupted Bea- 
trice; a gentleman of this country accidentally 
ſaw Seraphina in the chapel belonging to this 
hamlet, and has become enamoured of her. He 
has been to ſee me, has declared his paſſion, and 
aſked my conſent. If you had it, faid I to him, 


. you. would be never the better for it; Sera- 


phina will be ruled by her father and god-fa» 
ther, who alone have the power of diſpoſing of 
her; all I can do, 1s, to acquaint them with 
your intention, which is an honour to my 
daughter. In effect, gentlemen, purſued ſhe, 
it is what I was juſt going to write you: but 
you are now returned, and may act as you pleaſe 
in It. 

Of what br pray, ſaid Scipio, is this 
gentleman ? Is not he, like moſt of his rank, 
proud of his gentility, and inſolent to thoſe who 
are but plebeians? Really, anſwered Beatrice, 
he is not in the leaſt of that way of thinking; 


| he is a young man, perfectly good-natured, and 


well-bred z- moreover, he is genteel, and not yet 
thirty years of age. You give us, ſaid I to Bea- 
trice, an amiable deſcription of this cavalier z 


What is his name ? He is called Don Juan de 


Jutella, replied Scipio's wife, it is not long fince 
he came to his eſtate, by his father's death, 
and he lives at bis ſeat, about a league diſtant 

from 
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from this place, with a ſiſter, not ſo 415 as him, 
who is under his care. I have formerly heard 


this gentleman's family mentioned, replied I; | 


it is one of the beſt in the kingdom of Valencia. 


I pay leſs regard to gentility, cried Scipio, than 


the accomplithments of the mind and under- 


ſtanding; and this Don Juan will anſwer. our 
utmoſt wiſhes, if he is an honeſt man. He is 


eſteemed ſuch, ſaid Seraphina, joining then in 

e diſcourſe; the people of Lirias, who are ac- 
quainted with him, give him an excellent cha- 
rafter. ' At theſe words of my god-daugh= 


ters, I looked upon her father with a ſmile 3 
who, having taken notice of them as well 


as me, concluded that this nn his 
daughter. + 
As ſoon as this Hidalgo halen ol our arrival, 
he haſtened to my ſeat. © He gracefully accoſted 
us, and; far from contradicting, by his-preſence; 
what Beatrice bad reported to us concerning 
him, he imprinted in us a great opinion of his 
merit. He told us, that, as a neighbour, he 
came to congratulate us on our late return in- 
to the country; we gave him as kind a recep» 
tion as poſſible : but this viſit was purely out of 
good manners, and paſſed away entirely in com- 


pliments on both ſides : for Don Juan, without 


mentioning a iyllable about Seraphina, took his 
leave z only defiring, we would allow him to 
viſit us again, and take advantage of a neigh- 
bouthood, which he foreſaw would be very a- 
greeable to him. When he was gone, Beatrice 
laid, Well, gentlemen, what is your opinion of 


Vol. IV. . MM this 


** 


4 


4 — = — -- - 
- ag . 
r 
9 8 TS N 
f y ” N 8 


— 


266 Tur HISTORY or 


this | cavalier? We anſwered, that he had 
prepoſſeſſed us in his favour, and we believed 


fortune could not offer us a better watch for 
8 e 4 


I went out the next PE TETRIS with Scipio to 


return the viſit we owed Don Juan: we took 


the road to his ſeat, conducted by a guide, who 
after three quarters of an hour's riding, ſaid, 


Signior Don Juan de Jutella lives in that ſeat. 


We looked round on every fide, but could per- 


ceive no houſe; neither did we diſcover it, till 
we were juſt upon it; for it was fituated at the 
foot of a hill, and in the midſt of a wood, whoſe 


lofty trees concealed it from our fight, It had 
a very antient look, and was'much out of repair, 
which was a greater fign of the antiquity of the 
owner's family, than of his riches. Neverthe- 
leſs, when we entered the houſe, we found 
the decay of the building made amends for, 
by the ſumptuous manner in which it was 
furniſhed. 


Don Juan received us in a gente . 


where he preſented us to his fiſter Dorothea, a 


young lady who appeared to be about twenty 
years old. She was drefled handſomely, becauſe, 


E having expected our viſit, ſhe had a mind not to 


be thought diſagreeable by us; and appearing 


before me with all her charms, ſhe made 
the ſame impreſſion upon me as Antonia; 


for the fight of her  diſconcerted me a lit- 
tle; but I concealed it ſo well, that even 
Scipio himſelf did not obſerve it. Our con- 
verſation turned, as it did the preceding day, 


upon 


90 
* 
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upon the mutual pleaſure we ſhould take in fre- 


quently viſiting each other, and living together 
like good neighbours. He was ſtill filent with 
regard to Seraphina; neither did we ſay any 
thing that might induce him to declare his love, 
being willing to let him come to that point of 


his own accord. During our converſation, I 


frequently ſtole a glance at Dorothea, although I 
affected to look at her as ſeldom as poſlible ; and 


every time my eyes met hers, they pierced my 


heart with ſo many freſh wounds. I muſt owns. 


however, to do juſtice to this amiable fair one, 
that ſhe was not à compleat beauty: if her ſkin 
was like ſnow, and her lips excelled the coral in 
redneſs, her noſe was rather two long, and her 


eyes too little: nevertheleſs, her TIT 84820 | 


ther tranſported me. 
In ſhort, I did not go from Jutella- 4 4% 1 eint 
thither; but returning to Lirias wholly taken up 
with the thoughts of Dorothea, I talked of no- 
thing but her. How ! my dear maſter, ſaid Sei- 


pio, looking on me with ſurpriſe,” you are mighti- . 


ly taken up with Don Juan's ſiſter! Ought 1 


to think that ſhe has inſpired you with love? 


Yes, friend, replied I, and I bluſh for ſhame at 
it. O heavens |! I, who fince Antonia's deceaſe, 


have ſeen numberleſs beauties with-indifference;. 
mult I meet one to charm me at my age, with⸗ 


out being able to make any reſiſtanee? Well, ©: 


Sir, reſumed my ſectetaty, the adventure ought” 


to give you pleaſure rather than pain; you are 
ſtill of an age wherein it is not at all ridicus 
lous to be ſuſceptible oi love; and time has not 
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yet ſo much wrinkled your. forchead- as to de- 
prive you of all hopes of pleaſing : the firſt time 
you ſee Don Juan, I would adviſe you to aſk 
bim boldly for his ſiſter; he cannot refuſe her 
to ſuch a man as you; and beſides, if he inſiſts 
upon none but a gentleman marrying Dorothea, 
are not you one? You have got a patent that 
ennobles you, which is all that your poſterity re- 
quire, when time ſhall have ſpread over that pa- 
tent the thick veil with which ſhe covers the ori- 
gin of all families; the deſcendants of dantil- 
lane will be . reckoned amongſt the moſt noble, 
four or five generations hence. 


de te ee oi oli ono}. 


CHAP. THE L AS T. 


| 4 double Marriage is celebrated at Lirias, with 
which the Hiſtory and Adventures of Gil . 
de Santillane conclude. 


'Y Alles ſoon brought me ſo great a 
length, by this and ſuch like diſcourſe, as 
to declare myſelf Dorothea's lover, without con- 
fidering he expoſed me to the hazard of a refu- 
fal; I] could not refolve upon it without fear, - 


Though I did not ſeem ſo old as I really was, 


and might have given myſelf out to have been 
ten years leſs, I could not avoid imagining it 
reaſonable to doubt of my being able to pleaſe a a 
 youth+u] fair one, At laſt however I reſolved to 

run the riſk ot aſking her, the firſt time I thould 


_ 


uneaſy as myſelf, not being yu certain of ob- 
raining Seraphin. $65.88 . 


I had bardly done dreſſing next morning, hew | 
Don Juan appeared before me, ſaying, Signior de 


Santillane, I now wait upon you to talk with you 
about an important affair. Thus faying, I took 

bim into my cloſer, where coming immediately 
to the point: I believe, continued he, you are 
not ignorant of my errand; I am very much in 
love with your god-daughter: you have an ab- 
ſolute power over her father; I beg you would 
ſpeak to him in my behalf, and aſſiſt me in ob- 


taining the object of my love: let me owe the 


future happineſs of my life to you. Sigmor 
Don Juan, anſwered I, as you proceed to the 
matter in hand 


miſing you my good offices with. Seraphina's 
father, I defire yours in wy behalf with your 
filter, | 


at theſe lait words, from whence I drew a favouc- 
able omen. And did Dorothea really make a 
conqueſt of your heart yeſterday ? eried he. 4+ 


am charmed with her, anſwered I; and I ſhould. 


think myſelf the happieſt of mortals, it my ad- 
dreſſes ſhould meet with your's and your ſiſtet's 
appiobation, You may depend upon it, repli+ 
ed he, as ancient as your family is, we thall glad- 
ly accept of your alliance. It gives me great 
pleaſure, reſumed I, that you make no difficulty 
of receiving a plebeian as your brother-in-law 3 3 


. I 
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ſee her brother; who, on the other hand, was as 


at once, you will not take it a+; - 
miſs if I do the ſame; wherefore, after pro- 


Don Juan diſcovered an agrecable; ſurpriſe | 
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I have a greater regard for you on that account, 
as you ſhew therein your good ſenſe; but had 
you been vain enough to bave refuſed your ſiſter 
to any one but a gentleman, know that I had 
_ wherewithal to haye ſatisfied your pride. I have 
been employed twenty years under the prime. 
miniſter ; and the King, in return for the ſer- 
vices I have done the ſtate, has been ſo good as 
to recompenſe me with a patent to ennoble me, 
which 1 ſhall immediately ſhew you. Thus ſay- 
ing, I took it out of a drawer where I always 
had it locked up, and gave it to Don Juan, 
who attentively peruſed every line of it, with 
valt pleaſure, It is ſufficient, ſaid he, re- 
turning it to me, Dorothea is yours: and 
you, replied I, may depend upon having Se⸗ 
raphina. 
Having thus reſolved upon theſe two ee | 
nothing now remained but to know whether our 
future ipouſes had any objections; for Don Ju- 
an and myſelf being -equally delicate upon that. 
head, did not mean to have them againſt their. 
wills. That gentleman, therefore, returned to 
his caſtle, in order to propoſe me to his ſiſter ; 
and .I had a conference with Scipio, Beatrice, 
and my god-daughter, to acquaint them with 
the converſation I had juſt had with that cava- 
lier. Beatrice was for accepting of him with- 
out heſitation, and Seraphina ſhewed by her ſi- 
lence that ſhe was of the ſame way of thinking: 
neither did Scipio indeed differ much from them 
upon that head; but ſeemed a little uncaſy a- 
bout what fortune he ſhould give to a gen- 


tleman, 
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tleman, whoſe caſtle was in ſuch a ruinous 
condition. I preſently ſilenced him upon 
this head, by telling him that was my pro- 
vince; and that I would make my god- daugh- 
ter a preſent of four en piſtoles for her 
dowry. , 
Don Juan waited upon me again that very 
evening: your affairs, ſaid I, go on ſwimmings ' 
ly; I with mine may be in no worſe a way. 
They are likewiſe on an excellent footing, an- 
ſwered he; I had no need to employ my autho- 
' rity to obtain Dorothea's conſent; ſhe admires 
your perſon, and commends your behaviour ; you 
was afraid of not being agreeable to her, and 
ſhe dreads, with more reaſon, that having nothing 
to preſent you with but her heart, and her hand 
— Theſe will ſatisfy the utmoſt of my dehires, 
Cried I, interrupting him, quite tranſported with 
joy. vince the amiable Dorothea conſents to 
Join her fate with mine, I defire no more; 1 
bave riches enopgh to make us both live gen= 
teelly, and deſire n but her to render me 
quite happy. 
Don Juan and I, very well ſatisfied with ha- 
ving brought matters profperouſly thus far, re- 


| ſolved, in order to haſten our nuptials, to ſußp : 
prefs all ſuperfluqus ceremonies. For this Pore 22 1 | 
poſe, I procured him an interview with Scipign_= 
and Bcatrice; and after they bad ſettled the con- ; 


ditions of their marriage, he retired, promiſing 
me to return the following morning with his titer, 
Upon this, my deſire of appearing plealing in 
that lady's eyes made me ipend three good hours 

| in 


Tn! Tun HIST OR Ear . _ -* 
in greſſing, to look like another Adonis; yet 1 
could not, notwithſtanding all my trouble, pleaſe 
myſelf, Drefling entertains a young man, who 
expects to ſee his miſtreſs, but it is a perfect 
toil to one advanced in years. However, I Was 
more tortunate than 4 deſerved ; I ſaw Dorothea 
again, and ſhe received my addfeſſes ſo kindly, 
that I began to think myſelf ſtill good for ſome- 
thing. I bad a long tete-a-tete with her, and 
was charmed with her temper and wit; .which 
made me conclude, that by a good behaviour, 
and being very complaiſant, I might- become a 
beloved huſband. Poſſeſſed with ſo 'plealing a 
hope, I diſpatched a courier to Valencia for two 
lawyers, who drew up the marriage articles; af» 
ter which we had recourſe to the curate of Pa- 
terna, who waited upon us at my ſeat, and hap- 
pily united Don Juan and me to thoſe we held 
deateſt in the world, 5 
The bymeneal torch has been now twice 
lighted by me, and I have had no other reaſon 
than to be glad for fo doing. Dorothea, like a 
virtuous ſpouſe, delighted in her duty; and be- 
ing ſenſibly affected with my care to anticipate 
all her wiſhes, preſently grew as fond of me as 


if 1 had been no older than herſelf. My bro» 


ither-in-law and Seraphina alſo burnt with a mu- 


2 * ardour; and which is not always the caſe,. 


She two Glers-in-law conceived a tender friend- 
_ "Tip and regard for each other. I allo found 
Don Juan ſo tender and real a friend, that I felt 
a ſincere attecltion tor him, which he.did not re- 
pay wich ingratitude. In a. word, we were fo fond 
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af . others company, that it cauſed us. fome = 

uncaſineſs when we were obliged to part at 0 

night, though to meet again in the morning. 

To prevent this anxiety, we determined to live : 

always together in one houſe, which ſhould be 

one while at my ſeat, and another at Don 

| Juan's, which, by the aſſiſtance of his Excel- 

lency's piſtoles, was handſomely repaired for 

this purpoſe. | ; . * 
Kind reader, I have now lived three years in 

this delightful manner: and heaven, to raiſe me 

to the ſummit of all earthly bliſs, has granted 

me two beautiful children, of whom I ſincere- 

ly believe myſelf to be the father, and with 


whoſe education I ſhall divert myſelf the rw”, 
— mainder of my life. 8 5 $35 
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